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The aim of this article is to help teachers who work with young learners to enrich their
collection of pronunciation activities. The ideas for all the activities were borrowed from
different sources but most of the language material in them is original. All the activities were
piloted with different groups of young learners aged 7-10 and all of them proved to work.

The activities that | offer here are divided into several groups:

e work with individual sounds
e work with transcription symbols
e work with rhyming words with identical sounds

WORK WITH INDIVIDUAL SOUNDS

There are 44 sounds in English. They are:
a) 24 consonants
e 17 noise consonants [p, b, k, g, t,d,s,z,f, v, 15,G, S, Z, T, D, h]
e 7sonants[m,n, N, [, r,w,j]
b) 20 vowels
e 10 monophthongs [i, e, q, P, Is, V, €, 9, R, X]
e 8diphthongs [O], QI, ¢l, Ig, Vq, ¢q, gV, QV,]
e 2 diphthongoids [i:, u:]
There are also 5 triphthongs: flower [QVq]; lower [gVq]; player [elg]; lawyer [Olg]; fire

[Qlq]

In teaching pronunciation to young learners not all of these sounds demand equal amount of
attention. According to the practice they require, it is possible to divide them into 4 groups:
Group 1: Sounds that are very similar to their Russian/Ukrainian counterparts and do not demand

any special work or extra explanation, that is mere imitation will be enough, e.g.

consonants [m, f, v, b, j];

vowels [QV, QI, OI, ¢l, q]

Group 2: Sounds that only seem to be similar to their Russian/Ukrainian counterparts but
demand some correction. Mere imitation is not enough and it means that the difference
in their pronunciation should be explained, demonstrated and practised in a number of
exercises, e.g.

aspiration in the consonants [p, t, k];

apical-alveolar position of the tongue in the consonants [s, z, t, d, n, I];
glottal pronunciation of the consonant [h];

back-lingual position of the tongue in the consonant [g], especially for
Ukrainian learners;

palato-alvial position of the tongue in the consonants [, Z|

Group 3: Sounds that may look very much alike their English or Russian /Ukrainian
counterparts but because of language interference present much difficulty for learners.
These sounds demand explanation, demonstration and long practice, e.g.

[i:] # [i] # Russian/Ukrainian [u] # [b1]
[V] # [u:] # Russian/Ukrainian [y]

[e] # [x] # Russian/Ukrainian [3]

[€] # [R] # Russian/Ukrainian [a]

[P] # [Lo] # Russian/Ukrainian [o]

Group 4: Sounds that do not exist in Russian/Ukrainian and require building new pronunciation



skills. They need demonstration, explanation and very long practice, e.g.
[r] # Russian/Ukrainian [p]

[T, ®] # [, z] # Russian/Ukrainian [c, 3]

[V1# [w]

[N] # [n] # Russian/Ukrainian [#]

Imitation activities are absolutely essential when we teach young learners because their
imitation abilities are at their best up to approximately the age of 12. But besides them it is
necessary to use exercises that will help learners to recognize the peculiarities of the sounds of
the target language, to discriminate between native and foreign sounds, and of course, to produce
English sounds correctly. Below there are some activities that can help teachers to diversify their
lessons.

Activity 1: Recognize an English sound
Aim: To help Ss differentiate between the pronunciation of English and Russian/Ukrainian
individual sounds.
Level: Young learners
Materials: A list of words containing the sounds that need practising
Preparation: None
Procedure: The teacher asks the students (Ss) to listen to the Russian / Ukrainian words he/she
pronounces and clap their hands when they hear an English sound in these words.
Instruction: I am going to pronounce several Russian /Ukrainian words. But in some of them |
will use English sounds instead of Russian /Ukrainian. Clap your hands when you
hear a word with an English sound or sounds®.
® KOT, KuT, [k]om, kap, Turp, [tJopT, ToM, THp, [p]OpT, OT, OCT, THP, [st]yd, cTon
e 1y0, [d]om, naua, [d]en, don, duenp, [d]aect|r], nau, gom, [d]y[S]
® COH, [s]aHu, cioH, [s]wIp, [z]an, 30HT, [2]y0, 3uHa
Rationale: Teachers can make up their own activities of this kind using short words for the
sounds they want to practise.

Activity 2: Spot Your Teacher’s Mistakes
Aim: To help Ss differentiate between the pronunciation of English and Russian/Ukrainian
individual sounds
Level: Young learners
Materials: A list of words containing the sounds that need practising
Preparation: None
Procedure: The teacher asks the Ss to listen to a number of English words. In some of them
he/she will make mistakes, that is pronounce a Russian/Ukrainian sound instead of an
English one. The Ss’ task is to clap their hands when they hear a mistake.
Instruction: I am going to pronounce some English words. But in some of them | will make
mistakes. | will pronounce a Russian/UKkrainian sound instead of an English one. Clap
your hands as soon as you hear my mistake.

' It is recommended that the instructions should first be given in the Ss’s native language, then in
English but with the native language translation, after some time — only in English



e pen; e [3]at (that); e Dbook;

e desk; e pencil; e why;

e [r]able (table); e ba[x] (bad); e [B]ater (water);
e lip; e chair,; e dog;

e Dag; e cock; o take;

e [K]at (cat); e [x]oor (door); e [r]ime (time)

o this; e [c]ink (think);

Rationale: Teachers can make up their own activities of this kind using short words for the
sounds they want to practise.

Activity 3: The Same or Different?
Aim: To help Ss differentiate between the pronunciation of English individual sounds.
Level: Young learners
Materials: A list of pairs of words containing similar or identical sounds that need practising
Preparation: None

Procedure: The teacher asks the Ss to listen to pairs of words which may have either similar or
identical sounds. The Ss’s task is to clap their hands when they hear similar but not
identical sounds.

Instruction: | am going to give you several pairs of words. In some of these pairs the sounds are
the same. In other pairs the sounds are similar but different. Clap your hands when
you hear the pairs of words in which the sounds are different.

sit — seat
meat — neat
live — leave
bag — bad
door — doll
cat - rat
Tom — tall
Pat — pet
boat — goat
met — mat
pen —ten
cap — cake
baby — lady
dog — doll
bat - but
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Rationale: Teachers can make up their own activities of this kind using pairs of short words for
the sounds they want to practise.
Key: The pairs of words with different sounds are underlined.

Activity 4: Count Identical Sounds
Aim: To help Ss differentiate between the pronunciation of English individual sounds.
Level: Young learners
Materials: Little rhymes containing several identical sounds. Ss’ cards with numbers from 1 to
10.

Preparation: Help your Ss prepare small cards with the numbers from 1 to 10. Make sure your Ss
know all the words in the rhymes.

Procedure: The teacher asks Ss to put as many ticks in their notebooks as many identical sounds
they will hear in the rhyme. (It is recommended that the Ss have heard these rhymes
several times or even have learn them by heart before doing this activity.)

Instruction: | am going to read to you a little rhyme. Every time you hear the sound [i], put a tick
in you notebooks. | will read the rhyme three times. When 1 finish, show me a card with
the number of times | have pronounced the sound [i]

o [i] Six little kittens lost their mittens.
It’s a pity, they were so pretty. (7 times)
The same can be done for other sounds, e.g.
o [X A black cat sat on a mat and ate? a bad fat rat. (7 times)
e [x/eile] My name is Ann, his name is Ben,
Her name is Nan, say it all again®.
(Key: [x] — 2 times, [¢i] — 4 times; [e] — 2 times)
e [viw] ‘Very well,” said Val and quickly jumped over the well.
And Violet said, ‘Val had a fall!’
And quickly climbed over the wall.
(Key: [v] — 6 times; [w] — 5 times)
e [td] Charlie has a cheerful face,
He loves to chatter, chuckle, chase.
The children come to watch him too,
For Charlie Chimp is in the zoo.
(Key: 9 times)

Rationale: Teachers can make up their own activities of this kind using short rhymes for the

sounds they want to practise.

Activity 5: English Parrots
Aim: To help Ss differentiate between the pronunciation of English and Russian/Ukrainian
individual sounds and pronounce English sounds correctly
Level: Young learners
Materials: A list of words containing the sounds that need practising
Preparation: None
Procedure: The teacher asks the Ss to repeat after him/her the words he/she pronounces, each
time replacing the Russian/Ukrainian sound with its English counterpart.
Instruction: Imagine that you are English parrots. Parrots, as you know, can repeat words after
people but they cannot pronounce all the sounds correctly. Repeat after me the words
and poems | pronounce but replace Russian/Ukrainian sounds with the English ones.

2 The verb “ate’ has two pronunciations [eit] which is more modern and [et] which is more old-
fashioned

3 The word ‘again’ has pronunciations [q’gen] which is more modern and [q’ggin] which is
more old-fashioned



1. Sound [d]: ny0, nom, naua, nex, on, Auenp, JHecTp, mam, A0, Ay,
e Jlen JlonoH B nyny aynen, UMKy nen ayaoi 3anedi.
e Bo aBope TpaBa, Ha TpaBe ApoBa.
2. Sounds [k, p, t] :
® KOT, KUT, KOM, Kap, TUTP, TOPT, TOM, TUP, IOPT, MOT, IOCT, TUP, CTYJI, CTOJ;
e KOT JIOBHJI MBILIEH U KPBIC, KPOJIMK JINCT KAITyCTHBIN T'PBI3.
e [laHuups HOCUT uepemnaxa, NpsYeT rojoBy OT CTpaxa
e TapaxaH JKHBET 3a MEYKOM, TO-TO TEIJIO€ MECTEUKO.
3. Sounds [s, z] and [T, ®I:
® COH, CaHH, CJIOH, CBIp, 3aJI, 30HT, 3y0, 3uHa;
e COuT CIIOKOMHO CTaphblil CJIOH, CTOS CIIaTh YMEET OH.
e (CosoBel cues Ha COCHE
OH 3acHYJI ¥ CBaJIMJICS BO CHE.
Ecnu 6 on He cBaiauiICcs BO CHE,
OH OBl Tak 1 CUET Ha COCHE.
e Pe3uHoBYIO 3MHY Kynwid B MarasuHe,
Pe3unoByto 3uHY B KOp3MHE NPUHECIIH.
Omna 6bL1a pa3uHel pe3uHoBast 3MHa
VYnana u3 KOp3uHbl, U3Ma3ajlach B IPS3H.
Mgl BBIMOEM B O€H3MHE PE3UHOBYIO 3HHY,
Mgl BbIMOEM B O€H3MHE U MAJIBLEM MOIPO3UM.
He Oynp Takoii pa3unei, pesuHoBas 3uHa,
A TO TeOst BepHEM MBI 00paTHO B Mara3uH.
4. Sound [r]:
® poT, pOM, pocT, puc, Pum, peuka, pyuka, pama, pamKa, proMKa;
e Exan ['peka uepes pexy
Buaut ['peka B peuke pax.
Cynyn I'peka pyky B peky,
Pax 3a pyky I'peky — nam!
Rationale: Teachers can make up their own activities of this kind using native tongue-twisters,
sayings, proverbs, rhymes and poems with the sounds they want to practise.

WORK WITH TRANSCRIPTION SYMBOLS
Activity 6: Transcription Bingo
Aim: To help Ss discriminate and remember English transcription symbols
Level: Young learners
Materials: 11 big cards with 4 transcription symbols on each and 44 small cards with 1
transcription symbols on each
Preparation: The teacher prepares 11 big cards with 4 transcription symbols and 44 small cards
with one transcription symbol on each (see Photocopiable Materials)
Procedure: The teacher gives each Ss one big card with 4 transcription symbols. Then the teacher
and the class have the following dialogue:
T: Who has the sound [r]? (without showing the small card to the class)
S (who has the sound answers): | have the sound [r].
T: Show it to me, please.
S (pointing at the sound on his/her card): Here it is.
T: That is right. Here you are. (The T gives the small card to the student who covers the
sound with the card.)
The student who has covered all the cards wins and cries ‘Bingo!’
Instruction: We are going to play a game which is called ‘Transcription Bingo’. I will give each
of you a big card with 4 transcription symbols on it. | also have 44 small cards with the
same symbols. | am going to pronounce a sound and will give the small card with this
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sound to the student who has the symbol of this sound and can show it to me correctly.
As soon as you cover all you symbols with my cards cry ‘Bingo’ and you will be the
winner. (Then the teacher demonstrates how to play the game and pre-teaches the
dialogue.)

Rationale: This activity sheets can be used for some other activities given below.

Activity 7: Transcription Apple Tree
Aim: To help Ss remember English transcription symbols and practise the pronunciation of
English sounds
Level: Young learners

Materials: A big picture with an apple tree, 15 small apples with transcription symbols (see
Photocopiable Materials)

Preparation: Put (or draw) the picture of an apple tree on the board. Stick 15 small apples with
transcription symbols on the branches.

Procedure: Call one of the Ss to the board and ask him/her to point at one of the small apples
and pronounce the sound given on it. If the sound is pronounced correctly, the student
can pick up the apple and put it on the teacher’s table. If the sound is pronounced
incorrectly, another student is called out.

Instruction: We are going to pick up apples from this transcription tree. Ann, come up to the
board. Point at any apple. Pronounce the sound. Yes, that is right. Pick up the apple and
put it on my table.

Rationale: Teachers can write some other transcription symbols on the apples.

Activity 8: Climb the Stairs — Get the Prize!
Aim: To help Ss remember English transcription symbols and practise the pronunciation of
English sounds
Level: Young learners
Materials: A copy of the activity sheet for each student (see Photocopiable Materials)
Preparation: None
Procedure: The teacher asks each student to pronounce all the sound given on the transcription
staircase loudly and distinctly. If all the sounds are pronounced correctly, the student
gets some prize (a postcard, some token, a little candy, etc.) If the S fails, the teacher
can ask him/her to do it again
Instruction: Who would like to get a prize? All of you? Great! Then let’s go up the transcription
staircase. Read each transcription symbol correctly and loudly and get a prize.
Rationale: Teachers can write some other transcription symbols on the stairs.

Activity 9: Sounds Bingo
Aim: To help Ss remember English transcription symbols and practise the pronunciation of
English sounds
Level: Young learners

Materials: A copy of the activity sheet for each student (see Photocopiable Materials)

Preparation: According to the sounds you want to practise, cut out transcription symbols from a
copy of ‘Transcription Bingo’. Make sure that your Ss know all the words on the
activity sheet.

Procedure: The teacher gives each student a copy of the activity sheet. The teacher has as many
small cards with transcription symbols as he wants to practise. Then the teacher names
a sound and the student who has a word with this sound pronounces this word. If the
sound matches the word, the teacher gives the small card to the student and he/she
covers the necessary picture in his/her big card. The student who covers all the pictures
first, cries out ‘Bingo!” and becomes the winner.

Instruction: Look at the big cards with pictures in front of you. Pronounce the name of each thing
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in the pictures to yourself. Don’t speak aloud. Now, listen to the sounds I am going to
pronounce. If you have a picture with the word that has this sound, put up your hand. |
will give you a small card with this sound. Cover your picture with this card. When you
cover all the pictures, cry out ‘Bingo!’

Rationale: Teachers decide for themselves what sounds they want to practise. For example, the
tree in the first picture can stand for 3 sounds: [t], [r] and [i:].

Activity 10: Matching Beginning Sounds
Aim: To help Ss remember English transcription symbols and practise the pronunciation of
English sounds
Level: Young learners
Materials: A copy of the activity sheet for each student (see Photocopiable Materials)
Preparation: Make sure that your Ss know all the words on the activity sheet
Procedure: The teacher gives each student a copy of the activity sheet and asks the Ss to match
the pictures where the words have the same first sound.
Instruction: Look at the picture in front of you. Find two things in which the first sound is the
same, for example, the words ‘chair’ and ‘cheese’ begin with the sound [C].
Rationale: This activity sheet can be used for some other activities given below.

Activity 11: Odd Man Out
Aim: To help Ss remember English transcription symbols and practise the pronunciation of
English sounds
Level: Young learners

Materials: A copy of the activity sheet for each student (see Photocopiable Materials)

Preparation: Make sure that your Ss know all the words on the activity sheet

Procedure: The teacher gives each student a copy of the activity sheet and asks the Ss to find out
which word in each line is pronounced with a different vowel sound. This word is
called ‘odd man out’ (kak B AETCKOI UTpE «TPETUH JTUIITHUID)

Instruction: Look at the pictures in front of you. In each line there are three words that have the
same vowel sound and one word with a different sound. Find this word. For example,
in the first line the words ‘hen’, ‘pen’ desk’ and ten’ have the same sound [¢] and the
word ‘cat’ had the sound [X], SO this words is an ‘odd man out’.

Rationale: This activity sheet can be used for some other activities given below.

Activity 12: Matching Rhyming words
Aim: To help Ss remember English transcription symbols and practise the pronunciation of
English sounds
Level: Young learners
Materials: A copy of the first half of the activity sheet for each student (see Photocopiable
Materials)
Preparation: Cut the activity sheet into two halves (12 +12). Cut the second half of the activity
sheet into small cards. Make sure that your Ss know all the words on the activity sheet
Procedure: The teacher gives each student a copy of the activity sheet. Then the teacher
pronounces the word on one of the small cards (in weak groups this card can be shown
to the Ss). The student who has a word that rhymes with the one the teacher has
pronounced, says this word out loud. If the word is correct, the teacher gives the card to
the student who covers the necessary picture on the big card.
Instruction: Look at the pictures in front of you. Pronounce each word to yourself.
Listen to the words | pronounce. If you hear a word that rhymes with one of your
pictures, put up your hand. For example I say, ‘door’. What word can rhyme with it?
‘Floor’, very good. If you give the right word, I will give you a small card and you will
put it on your picture. When you cover all the pictures, cry out ‘Bingo!” You will be the




winner!
Rationale: This activity sheet can be used for some other activities given below.

Activity 13: Hidden Sounds
Aim: To help Ss remember English transcription symbols and practise the pronunciation of
English sounds
Level: Young learners

Materials: A copy of the activity sheet for each student (see Photocopiable Materials)

Preparation: Make sure that your Ss know all the words on the activity sheet

Procedure: The teacher gives each S a copy of the activity sheet and asks the Ss to find, for
example, the hidden sound [QV]. This sound may be found in the words ‘house’,
‘mouse’, ‘cloud’. The sound [w] can be found in the words ‘window’, ‘wall’, ‘wind’,
etc.

Variation: The teacher can ask the Ss to find out what vowel sounds are hidden in the house.
The answer may be: [lo] in ‘door’ and ‘wall’; [u:] in ‘roof’; [i] and [qV] in ‘window’,
etc.

Instruction: Look at the picture in front of you. Each thing in the picture has hidden sounds. For
example, the picture of the girl hides the sounds [g], [€:] and [I]. Find where the sound
[QV] is hidden, etc.

Rationale: This activity can be used many times, each time with different sounds.

Activity 14: Houses for Sounds
Aim: To help Ss remember English transcription symbols and practise the pronunciation of
English sounds
Level: Young learners

Materials: A copy of the activity sheet for each student (see Photocopiable Materials)

Preparation: Make sure that your Ss know all the words on the activity sheet

Procedure: The teacher gives each student a copy of the activity sheet and asks the Ss to put the
numbers of the pictures into the windows of houses with the corresponding vowel
sounds. It is recommended to have disposable handouts so that the Ss could cross out
the pictures they have already used.

Instruction: Look at the picture in front of you. You can see 6 houses where 6 vowel sounds
live. Each sound has its own transcription symbol. All the pictures under the houses
have the same 6 vowel sounds. Find them and put the number of the picture in the
window of the right house. For example, where does the vowel sound from the word
‘plate’ live? Very good, in the first house!

Rationale: This activity can be used many times, each time the Ss can fill in the windows of
only one house.

Key: [el] - 3,8, 22,23; [P]-1,9, 16,18, 21, 28; [u]-2,7, 10, 25; [] -6, 11, 19, 20, 29; [x]
—4,12, 14, 24, 26; [e] -5, 13, 15, 17, 27

Activity 15: Transcription Snake

(This activity can be done only if you teach you Ss to transcribe simple words)

Aim:  To help Ss remember and write English transcription symbols, and practise the
pronunciation of English sounds
Level: Young learners

Materials: A copy of the activity sheet for each student (see Photocopiable Materials)
Preparation: Make sure that your Ss know all the words on the activity sheet
Procedure: The teacher gives each student a disposable copy of the activity sheet and asks the Ss

to write the transcription symbols of each word in the boxes of the snake’s body.

Explain to the Ss that each new word begins with the last sound of the word before.
Instruction: Look at the pictures around the snake. Pronounce each of these words to yourself.

8



9

Then write the transcription of the first word in the boxes next to the snake’s head.
Look at picture 2. This word begins with the last letter of the word you have written.
Write its transcription too. Go on like that. After you have finished, show me your
snakes.
Rationale: If you think it necessary, do the first two words together with your Ss.
Key: penQlfidelfPksPRIQVNngVzibrg

I hope you will enjoy doing these activities with your students.
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