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The following article considers vital activity safety in the context of social-geographic research. The possibilities of realization of social geography’s new functions are substantiated by providing technogenic population vital safety. A modern paradigm of safety understanding in social science and reasons of its reformation are analyzed. Main contradictions of functioning and co-development of the “human-environment-technosphere” system are revealed. Main point of population vital activity safety in the conditions of the sustainable development is determined.
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Юрій Кандиба, Катерина Сегіда, Андрій Плахотник. Безпека життєдіяльності населення як об’єкт суспільно-географічного дослідження.  В статті розглянуто безпеку життєдіяльності населення в контексті суспільно-географічного дослідження.  Обґрунтовано можливості реалізації нових функцій соціальної географії через забезпечення техногенної безпеки життєдіяльності населення. Проаналізовано сучасну парадигму розуміння безпеки в суспільних науках та причини її переформування.  Виявлено основні протиріччя функціонування та взаємо розвитку системи людина - навколишнє середовище - техносфера. Визначено сутність безпеки життєдіяльності населення в умовах стійкого розвитку.  
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Юрий Кандыба, Екатерина Сегида, Андрей Плахотник. БЕЗОПАСНОСТЬ ЖИЗНЕДЕЯТЕЛЬНОСТИ НАСЕЛЕНИЯ КАК ОБЪЕКТ ОБЩЕСТВЕННО-ГЕОГРАФИЧЕСКОГО ИССЛЕДОВАНИЯ. В статье рассмотрены безопасность жизнедеятельности населения в контексте общественно-географического исследования. Обоснованы возможности реализации новых функций социальной географии через обеспечение техногенной безопасности жизнедеятельности населения. Проанализирована современная парадигма понимание безопасности в общественных науках и причины ее переформирования. Выявлены основные противоречия функционирования и взаиморазвития системы человек - окружающая среда - техносфера. Определена сущность безопасности жизнедеятельности населения в условиях устойчивого развития. 

Ключевые слова: безопасность жизнедеятельности населения, общественно-географическое исследование, устойчивое развитие, функции социальной географии 
Urgency. The problems of interaction of society and nature have gained special currency with the development of technique and technology of industrial production including that fact, that strengthening of negative impact of society on geographical sphere caused the worsening of current danger factors in the “human-environment” system and appearance of new problems. In accordance with that a strong trend to the growth of number of dangerous occurrences and processes of catastrophic character of natural and technogenic origin has persisted recently. They caused considerable losses of material resources and led to human causalities increasing. Emergency cases and catastrophes which have taken place in 20th-21st century in many regions of the world including Ukraine have raised a problem of review of role of the vital activity safety in conditions of conversion to sustainable development. A negative impact on environment, typical for most of developed countries, is specific for Ukraine, too, and also for Kharkiv region. A safety of living and labor conditions is one of the most important of the modern society needs, thus a problem of vital activity safety becomes one the most important tasks of public policy. As a result urgency of the research of this range of problems is increased.
Articulation of the basic content. The transformation of the Ukrainian society on market basis is connected with a range of world outlook points of principle character, which haven’t yet found full comprehension on both theoretical and practical levels. Among such points is the problem of providing personal security in environment. In 20th-21st century this problem is gaining more currency. This can be explained with the peculiarity of our time: global biosphere pollution, large number of industrial and transportation accidents, high level of occupational and home traumatism, mortality, spread of the infectious diseases, and threatening scales of social and political dangers – terrorism, hostage-taking etc. Society is constantly experiencing losses such as human casualties, material loss, and destruction of environment. Contradictions between society, nature and technogenic sphere are being intensified [3].
Scales of emergency situations of technogenic descent can often be equal to national tragedies causing losses for population of certain regions. Unfortunately, they happen constantly, causing losses for national economy, destroying production infrastructure, and, what’s most important, threatening human lives, often bearing fatal consequences. It’s obvious, that learning the mechanisms of initiation and spreading of emergency cases of technogenic character, their impact on economy and society, and, as well, the ways of preventing them and safeguarding the population from their impact is vital and urgent, and forms a social request for social geography.
Firstly, the dangers of technogenic character are connected with production sphere and infrastructure, what can be put into the range of problems of efficient organization of production and industrial geography in whole, that is studied in specific fields of social geography and allied sciences [8].
Secondly, a field of implementation of social geography’s new functions can be seen here. Marked out by Lyudmyla Niemets, these functions are mentality-forming and noonsphere-vision-forming. Often the reason of technogenic dangers is the so called “human factor” – human neglect, incompetence etc. It should be noted that abatement of the negative effects of the human factor, as well as the eradication of the careless treatment and changing the mentality is one of the complex of points concerning the realization of the new functions of the social geography. And on the other hand – and more globally – social-geographic researches are one of the key factors which lead to transformation of the economy, reorganization of the nature management, and transformation of the social attitude to nature and to people themselves, to own environmental safety, to the safety of the future generations. Review of the priorities of the social development, change of the human qualities, and creation of the new, more ecological modes of production must facilitate the social vital activity safety [6]. Extending of knowledge about the emergency situations of technogenic character is important for understanding, how one can avert them by fuller idea about mechanisms of their functioning. As the realization of social geography’s functions stands transformation of social views on the questions of nature management and rational production organization. Reappraisal of human values, change of treatment to the environment should promote strengthening society safety from dangers of natural and technogenic character. So the different aspects of vital activity safety, icluding technogenic, answer to the modern social request for science and come into the sphere of realization of the modern social geography’s functions.

The assurance of vital activity safety and economic activity is one of the most important state functions. The issue of life conditions and human activity safety from the negative effects of dangerous environmental factors and also creation of comfort and save conditions of its existence were urgent in the whole period of society development. The whole human life cycle goes under the influence of different physical, chemical, biological, and social factors of the environment. According to the most popular hierarchic classification of human needs by Abraham Maslow, safety is one of the basic needs of individuals and the whole society [9].
The level of the vital activity safety assurance depends on concrete historical conditions of society development and also on approach to the determination of its place in social life, paradigm of safety.

The analysis of scientific research which is connected with the vital activity safety problem of population in different historical eras gives the opportunity of drawing the following conclusions that is connected with:

- the society structure and peculiarities of social-economic relations as a source of  human material and spiritual well-being;

- the condition of  natural and industrial environment as habitation and activity places of human;

- the technogenic impact level on the natural environment as a considerable source of danger and threat;

- the state’s regard for life and health of individual and whole population as one of the important factors of the social development.
The urgency of the safety problem increased dramatically in the 20-th –beginning of the 21-th centuries, that is in the period of great social and economic changes, review of customary stereotypes as to social stability and development, also to the place of vital activity safety in the new conditions of social development. This period is characterized by progressive human impact on the environment, which leads a number of daunting problems of economic, social, social-political character and increases significantly the risk of occurrence of emergency situations of natural and technogenic origin. In this period the question of vital activity safety assurance became sharp.

The cause of these changes is the intensive development of productive forces and the acute increasing of the world population over the period of 19-20-th centuries, and this fact increased the negative impact of society on the geographic sphere.  For its part it caused the appearance of conflict situations in the “human-machine-environment” system. Development of society increased the impact on environment dramatically. The concentration of social and economic life is taking place which is an additional factor of appearing and extension of dangerous processes and occurrences effects [7].
A new term “technosphere” appeared in the 20-th century, it stood for determination in the environment a new sphere, which pointed the bound of impact of technique means on nature. With it new connections between technosphere, biosphere, other components of the geographic sphere have appeared, a new regularity system of development has formed. A progressive increasing of the technosphere parameters made it substitute by itself the biosphere in different regions of the Earth, disturbing nature balance and stability of ecosystems [1].
The issue of the complex solving of the vital activity safety problem in the conditions of globalization and sustainable development were often the discussion object on the international meetings, conferences, seminars. The conferences in Rio de Janeiro (1992), Geneva (2000), and Johannesburg (2002) clearly demonstrated the impossibility of separation of the sustainable humanity development, human well-being from the life danger problems and the social activity.
According to the results of scientists-analysts and international organizations (Commission on Global Governance,  The International Institute for Strategic Studies, Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe) the main reasons for review of the treatment to the vital activity safety paradigm are:
· a considerable increasing of potential and real dangers, their global scale and synergetic character;

· the increasing of role of social-political (pertaining to the humanities, ethics, ethnics etc.) issues in the vital activity safety;
· interdependence of problems of vital activity safety assurance and level of citizens living of a certain country;

· exceptional role of international cooperation in assurance of national and international population safety;

· switching the accents in the governing bodies’ activities from the suppression of consequences of emergency situations to prevention of their initiation.
An urgent problem has appeared before the society: reinterpretation the meaning of the term “vital activity safety” in conditions of transforming to the sustainable development. This very day life is forcing the humankind to work out programs which would provide the real ways of the further society’s development and the possibilities to guarantee the safe vital activity of population. It’s worth to mention that the reaction of some countries and of the whole world community, as well, in point of such steps is becoming less adequate [2]. Theoretical and practical aspects of the vital activity safety are highlighted in the scientific studies. This discipline is marked out as a separate important area of scientific knowledge. But, in our opinion, it is studying the vital activity safety as the object of economic and social geography using corresponding methods of research what will make it possible to approach the question fully and systematic.
Conclusion. Comprehensive studying of the natural and technogenic vital activity safety by all branches of knowledge is urgent today. Its goals are the development of an optimal strategy for preventing the technogenic and natural disasters, and minimization of the negative impact on population and economy. Modern scientific researches of the vital activity safety problems are based on studying of the economical, legal, and technological aspects, but there’s a lack of use of geospatial assessment and forecasting natural-technogenic safety subject to principles of the territorial spread of dangerous natural phenomena and processes, and placement of potentially risky economic objects. Deficient social-geographic substantiation of the vital activity safety problems, their high theoretical and practical importance causes the urgency of such social-geographic researches.
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