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Vovk Olha

SPATIAL EMBODIMENT OF PERSONAL HISTORY
AS A PERSPECTIVE DIRECTION OF BIOGRAPHICAL
STUDIES: ON THE EXAMPLE OF
VASYL’ NAZAROVYCH KARAZIN (1773-1842)

The existence of any person proceeds in concrete spatial and geographical
coordinates. On the one hand, they largely determine the trajectory of his/her life
path. In addition, on the other hand, “traces on the map” left by somebody should be
considered as unique markers of a person’s business and creative activity. The
humanities, including history, increasingly begin to pay attention to the study of area
and ideas about it under the influence of “spatial turn”.

From this point of view the study of geographical coordinates of life and
activity of a famous scientist, enlightener and public figure Vasyl’ Nazarovych
Karazin (1773-1842) looks extremely promising. His ancestors on his father’s side
have come from the Balkan Peninsula. There being different versions of their ethnics
(Bulgarian, Greek, Serbian etc.). On the mother’s side Vasyl’ Karazin had Ukrainian
roots, and he spent the most part of his life in Ukrainian territory [1, p. 50-51].
Therefore, as we can judge from Vasyl’ Karazin’s activity’s results, he identified
himself, on the one hand, with “dear Ukraine” (first of all, Slobidska Ukraine), and,
on the other hand, with the region of Central and Southern Europe. For example, he
dreamed of making Kharkiv part of European educational space, but with keeping
and cultivation of local peculiarities and traditions.

Vasyl’ Karazin is best known as a key organizational contributor to the
establishment of Kharkiv University (1804) — one of the oldest in Eastern Europe. At
the same time, he became the first Ukrainian encyclopedist and naturalist, whose
achievements were literally ahead of his time. For example, it should be emphasized
that results of his activity correlate with the 14 from 17 the Sustainable Development
Goals adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2015 as a general plan for achieving
peace and prosperity. Vasyl’ Karazin produced several non-trivial and innovative
ideas and initiatives. In addition to the already mentioned founding of Kharkiv
University, he is also famous as founder of the Philotechnical society, the first in
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Ukraine and one of the oldest in Eastern Europe physical and technical society
(1811). At the same time, he was the first in the world who articulated the necessity
of the foundation of the wide network of meteorological stations for systematic
weather observation (1810), and conducted the world’s first scientific experiment on
the synthesis of artificial diamonds (1823) [2].

Obviously, the uniqueness of Vasyl’ Karazin’s life path and achievements lies
in the fact that he acts both as an outstanding figure on a global scale (no wonder his
contemporaries called him a “universal man™) and as a regional hero (according to
contemporary scientific results, he has been meaning as the most respected figure in
Kharkiv region since 19th century to the present-day) [3].

The most complete biobibliography of Vasyl” Karazin for today counts 1529
positions (of which 467 works by Karazin himself and 1062 publications about him)
[4]. Of course, all biographers in their works to one degree or another outlined the
spatial coordinates in which this historical figure acted. However, there are some
publications where geographical factors are emphasized more clearly. Naturally, the
biggest part of them are dedicated to the role of Vasyl’ Karazin in the history of
Kharkiv. As well, some articles describe his relations with Mykolaiv [5], Odesa [6],
and other Ukrainian cities. In addition, an article dealing with multi-aspect coverage
of Vasyl’ Karazin’s connections with foreign (in relation to his homeland) countries
and cultures has been published recently [7]. At last, it should be remembered a bio-
historiographical research where the massif of publications about Vasyl’ Karazin has
been analyzed including by geographical principle [8].

Nevertheless, there is no special scientific research in which the spatial
embodiment of Vasyl’ Karazin’s multifaceted activity and the perpetuation of his
memory in academic and mass circles would be comprehensively reflected.
Furthermore, some significant aspects of the biography of this historical figure
remain completely unexplained from a geographical point of view (e.g., the circle of
his social contacts etc.). Thereby, it is obvious that to need to fill the identified
information gaps, to integrate the obtained results into the already available pool of
information, to systematize the collected data and to conduct a comprehensive
historical and historiographical bio-mapping study [9].

Thus, it is important to ensure creating and further analytical processing of
data banks about geographical localization of a wide range of biographical
information about Vasyl’ Karazin on a regional, all-Ukrainian, European and
worldwide geographical scales. The author is convinced that it would be appropriate
to collect and systematize not only direct data (about places that Vasyl’ Karazin
visited personally), but also indirect (information about countries, cities and regions
where people with whom he communicated lived in; destinations that were described
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by Vasyl’ Karazin in his articles and ego-documents; as well as places where books

and articles about him were published and where he was commemorated in the public

space).
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bynuuesa Tamapa, I punrox Temsana, bopucosa Oxcana

MIXKHAPOJHI ACHEKTH BITHOBJIEHHSI KY.‘JJII)TYPHOi
INEHTHYHOCTI YKPAIHM IIJT YAC BIMHHY,
BOE€HHUU TYPU3M TA KOMEMOPAIIA

“3aeorcou nosepmatil 06auYYsA 00 COHYA,
[ mini 3anuwamocs no3aoy...”"
(Bonm Bimmen)

AxTrBHa (aza pociiichko-yKpaiHChKO1 BiliHM 3 24 motoro 2022 poky 3miHUIA
CBIT Ha3aBXIHW, YITKO OKPECIUBIIN MEKY MIXK «IHBLUII30BAaHMM MalOyTTSIM Ta Je-
MPECUBHUM MHUHYIUM», TOOPOM 1 3710M, MPABIOI0 1 KPUBIOO, TTaM SITTIO Ta 3a0yTTSIM.
[Tommpu crepeoTuriHe GaueHHS BIUIUBY POCIMCBHKOI arpecii Ha pi3HI aCMEeKTH CyCHiTb-
HOT'O JKUTTSl YKpaiHIIIB, CBITOBa CHIJIbHOTA HUHI HaMaraeTbcs HaJaBaTH MOCUIIbHY
MIJITPUMKY 1 «HE BTOMUJIACh» i€ pooutu. Tak, 9 xoBTHS 2024 pOKy MIHICTP KYJbTY-
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