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BCTY

[laHn NOCiIOHMK NpU3HAYeHU ana cTyaeHTiB dinocodcbkux haKynbTeTiB BULLMX
HaBYaNbHMX 3aKnafiB, AKi BMBYAKTb aAHMMINCbKY MOBY Ha eTani HaBYaHHA, KONK
CTY[IEHTM BXe BOMO/i0Tb OCHOBAMM FPAMATUKM aHIiNCbKOT MOBM i MatoTb J0OCTaT-
Hi/ 3anac 3arasbHOBXMBAHOT IEKCUKMN.

MocibHMK CKnagaeTbca 3 6 YpoKiB i goaatka. KOXHMI ypOK BKIOYAE TEKCT i BMpa-
BU. Y AOATKY AQETbCA TPAHCKPUNLiA BAACHUX iMeH i reorpadiyHnx Ha3B..

OCHOBY HaBYanbHUX TEKCTIB | TEKCTOBOro Marepiany Bnpas CTaHOBAATb OPUriHaNb-
Hi TBOPM CydaCcHUX OPUTAHCbKMX | amepuKaHCbKUX aBTopiB. lMpu Bigbopi TeKcTiB
aBTOPU KepyBanucsi HeoOXiAHICTIO CTBOPEHHA LiNiCHOT KAPTUHU PO3BUTKY NOACH-
KOro CycninbCTBa B OAMH 3 HaMBAXNMBIWIMX iCTOPUYHUX NEPiOAiB NOro AYXOBHOIO
dopmyBaHHAa — V—IV cT. 10 H. €.

BnpaBu ypoKiB NOCiOHMKA CNPSIMOBAHI SIK HA PO3YMiHHA NPOYMTAHOro, TaK i Ha
PO3BUTOK HAaBMYOK YCHOrO 1 MUCEMHOI0 MOBNEHHA. JIEKCMKO-rpamaTuyHi Bnpasu,
nobyaoBaHi Ha MaTtepiani HaBYaNbHOrO TEKCTY, HOCATb KOMYHIKATUBHUIN XapaKTep.
IxHa MeTa nonArae B 3aCBOEHHI 11 3aKPiNNeHHi NTEKCMYHUX OAUHULb, AKI BifOuBa-
loTb cneundiky martepiany. JIeKCMYHUIA maTepian, NPU3HAYEHUIN ANA AKTUBHOTO
OBONOJIiHHA, HABOAWUTLCA B KOHTEKCTi. BnpaBu gaHoro nocibHuka cnpsamoBaHi Ha
3aCBOEHHA HE OKPEMMX NIEKCUYHUX OAMHULb, @ CTINKUX PENPOAYKTUBHUX NONiNEK-
CEMHUX YTBOPEHD.

Po60oTa Haj rpamaTUKOI0 BEAETbCS AK HAa OCHOBI OKPEMMX BMpaB, siKi € B KOXHOMY
ypoui, TaK i y 3B’A3HOMY YCHOMY 1 NMCEMHOMY MOBANEHHI. Bennka yBara B noci6-
HUKY NPUAINAETLCA PO3BUTKY HABMYOK YCHOrO M NMCbMOBOTO nepeknaay. HaseaeHi
[0AATKOBI TEKCTU NPU3HaYeHi ANA CaMoCTiNHOT po60TK 3i CIOBHUKOM i MOXYTb Oy-
TV BUKOPMUCTaHi AN PO3BUTKY HaBMUYOK pedepyBaHHs.

[laHn NOCiOHUK A03BONAE PO3BMHYTY TaKi BUAM AiANbHOCTI, IK YNTAHHA, NINCT, YC-
He N NMMCEMHEe MOBNEHHA, NepeKnaz 3 aHrMinCcbKOT MOBM YKPATHCbKOIO, 3 YKPaTHCb-
KOT @aHMMiNCbKO, aHOTYBaHHA 1 pedepyBaHHs.
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PROTAGORAS

IN THE FIFTH CENTURY BC the term sophist meant a wise man or expert, or a
sage. Gradually, however, the word came to be applied to a new profession. They
consisted of teachers who spent their lives travelling from place to place and giv-
ing instruction that covered a wide range of subjects — rhetoric, logic, grammar,
ethics, politics, physics, metaphysics, even military matters. These subjects were
taught with the object of helping the pupils to get on in life, and become success-
ful. Some of them also claimed to be able to teach “virtue” or excellence (practic-
al success). One of the principal methods of achieving it was oratory. This was
the chief path to a public, political reputation among the Greeks. And nowhere
was this more esteemed than in democratic Athens, where public discussion was
intense, and guided events, and the sophists were in keenest demand.

One of the most outstanding sophists was Protagoras. For four decades he tra-
velled around the Greek states dispensing instruction. Protagoras established
the sophistic tradition of teaching “virtue”. He became an influential friend of Pe-
ricles.

His treatise On the Gods Protagoras started off with a statement which showed
his lack of sympathy for the unpractical cosmic speculation; “I know nothing
about the gods, either that they are or they are not, or what are their shapes. For
many things make certain knowledge impossible — the obscurity of the theme
and the shortness of human life”. Although reflecting an agnostic suspension of
judgment which doubted the truthfulness of all Greek mythology, these words do
not indicate that Protagoras was an atheist.

Protagoras is especially famous for another statement, declaring that “the hu-
man being is the measure of all things: of things that are, that they are; and of
things that are not, that they are not”. There has been endless discussion about
what he meant by this dictum. But what he intended to assert was, surely, not
only the central position of human beings in the universe but also the relativity
of all perceptions and judgments emanating from each individual person, or any
person you choose.

This view also, implicitly, involved skepticism about the claims of any philosophy
or science to universal validity. And so Protagoras’ disciples forced this attitude
to its logical conclusion by declaring that the whole range of orthodox opinions
must be subject to fundamental re-examination and re-assessment. In his lost
work Contradictions Protagoras prepared the way for the revolutionary doc-
trines. Its contents is rendered by Diogenes Laértius. On every subject, Protago-
ras indicated that there are two potential antithetical arguments, one in favour
and the other against. This conviction inspired a wide spread opinion that Prota-
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goras and the sophists were willing enough to make the weaker statement the
stronger and interpret the worse case as the better — to make wrong into right.
Protagoras himself did not care to extend such skepticism into the field of moral-
ity. For he believed that a moral sense has been implanted in every one of us: but
that this innate tendency in the right direction needs to be developed and streng-
thened by education.

And the form of morality to which he was referring included the laws and cus-
toms of a city-state: it is the duty of a citizen to respect and obey these laws and
customs. Protagoras believed that human beings are moral, and that morality
meant conformity with the legislation and customs of one’s state. He explained it
in a work entitled On the Original Condition of Humankind. In this study he of-
fered an optimistic outline of what he took to have been the origins of civiliza-
tion, explaining what he wanted to say in the form of a myth. Since primitive hu-
man beings, he suggested, were worse equipped than wild beasts in the struggle
for survival, Zeus had commanded Hermes to bring them morality and a sense of
justice, which started them along the path to political, social and cultural evolu-
tion. Here, then, was perhaps the earliest, rational theory of progress.

In his Protagoras Plato shows us Socrates who was going with a young friend to
visit the distinguished sophist in order to enquire into the nature of the wisdom.
Plato felt an extreme distaste for the sophists because he felt that they were
more interested in intellectual and oratorical acrobatics than in the truth itself,
confusing the force of reason with the power of the spoken word.

Nevertheless, Protagoras’ outstanding intellect, and his success in Athens, had
won him a profound influence on contemporary thought, inspiring progressives
and conservatives alike. For he was a transitional phenomenon between the two
groups. Other sophists developed various aspects of Protagoras’ work indepen-
dently, and carried them further.

Thus Hippias of Elis stressed the sophist’s role as educator, claiming encyclopae-
dic competence throughout the entire field of human knowledge. Gorgias of
Leontini in Sicily fastened on the importance of public speaking, as a means of
ensuring a successful career. To this end he created an antithetical, rhythmical,
flowery, exciting prose style that for all its extravagances served as a model for
generations to come.

Prodicus of Iulis defined the sophist as halfway between philosopher and politi-
cian. He horrified conservatives by suggesting that religion is not natural, but
had only come into existence as the response of human beings to their environ-
ment, the gods being man-made expressions of gratitude for the gifts that nature
had provided to the human race.

Prominent among the “younger” and even more radical sophists was Antiphon.
He came to the liberal conclusion that not only all Greeks but all human beings
alike, are equal by nature, and act with entire selfishness, which is what one’s
own natural interest demands.
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This subversive point of view was pursued further by Callicles, who, according to
Plato, declared that it was natural for the stronger man to prevail over the weak-
er. Another late-fifth-century sophist, Thrasymachus of Chalcedon, is quoted as
maintaining that justice is merely the interest of the superior and stronger — so
that might is right, a doctrine enthusiastically adopted by the tougher kind of
politicians. This, then, was what the sophists’ arguments led to. Protagoras, intel-
lectually, had paved the way to such a conclusion.

exercises

1  Transcribe the following words. Pay attention to the stress:

Sophist, atheist, sophistic, disciple, expert, orthodox, rhetoric, doctrine, civi-
lization, contemporary, encyclopedic, phenomenon.

2 Give Ukrainian equivalents of the following expressions:

To cover a wide range of subjects; intense public discussion; to establish the
sophistic tradition of teaching virtue; to show lack of sympathy for smth.; the
obscurity of the theme; to reflect an agnostic suspension of judgment; the
central position of a human being in the universe; implicitly; claims to uni-
versal validity; to be subject to fundamental re-examination and re-assess-
ment; revolutionary doctrine; to inspire a wide spread opinion; rational theo-
ry of progress; to confuse the force of reason with the power of the spoken
word; to be equal by nature.

3 Find in the text English equivalents to the following Ukrainian expressions:

Myapeub; NPOBOAUTM HAaBYAHHA 3 METOI0...; NPOLBITaTK; 3aTBEepAKYBaTH; KO-
pUCTyBaTUCA NiLBULLEHUM MONUTOM; YCTAHOBIOBATU TPaAMLiT 1 3BMYal; Tpak-
TaT; CTaBUTK Nif CYMHIB NpaBAMBIiCTb MihONOriT; HECKIHYEHHI cynepeyku; Bu-
CNniB; BIAHOCHICTb MOHATb | CyAXeHb; NOCNIAOBHUK, NPUXUNBbHUK; AO0BECTUN [0
NOTiYHOr0 BWCHOBKY; 3p0OUTU BMCHOBOK; TPaAMLiHMIA nornsapg, 3arajibHo-
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NPUNHATA AYMKa; NPOTUNIEXHI 4OBOAN; 3@ N NPOTU; NEPEKOHAHHA; NiAKOPATU-
CA 3aKOHYy; NiANopAAKYBaHHA 3aKOHOAABCTBY; NOXOMKEHHA LMBINi3ayil; nep-
BicHa NtoanHa; 60poTbba 3a BMKMBAHHA; NOYYTTA CNPABEANMBOCTI; NPUBECTY
Ha WAAX NONITUYHOT, COUianbHOT U KyNbTYpPHOI eBOOLiT; AOCAIAKYBATM NpU-
poay MyApPOCTi; i3 WIEK MeTOK; HACTynHe MOKONIHHA; NOACTBO; MiAroTyBaTy
IPYHT ANA BUCHOBKY.

Answer the following questions to check how carefully you have read the
text:

What does the term sophist mean? What was its original meaning?

Who was the “father of sophism”?

What did Protagoras claim? What works of Protagoras do you know?

How was Protagoras’ dictum “the human being is the measure of all things”
interpreted?

Did the work of Protagoras Contradictions survive? What did he claim in it?
How did Protagoras understand morality?

What was Plato’s attitude to the sophists?

Why was Protagoras so influential in Athens?

Who carried further various aspects of Protagoras’ work and how?

What “younger” sophists do you know? What did they maintain?

Try to attribute the opinion with the sophist who held it.

Protagoras stated that...

Prodicus of lulis suggested that...

Antiphon came to the conclusion that...
Callicles declared that...

Thrasymachus of Chalcedon maintained that...

...it was natural for the stronger man to prevail over the weaker.

...religion is not natural, but had only come into existence as the response of
human beings to their environment, the gods being man-made expressions
of gratitude for the gifts that nature had provided to the human race.

...l know nothing about the gods, either that they are or they are not, or what
are their shapes. For many things make certain knowledge impossible — the
obscurity of the theme and the shortness of human life.

...justice is merely the interest of the superior and stronger — so that might
is right.
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...not only all Greeks but all human beings alike, are equal by nature, and act
with entire selfishness, which is what ones own natural interest demands.
...the human being is the measure of all things: of things that are, that they
are; and of things that are not, that they are not.

...human beings are moral, and that morality meant conformity with the leg-
islation and customs of one’s state.

Guess the meaning of the word according to its definition:

any of a class of ancient Greek teachers of rhetoric, philosophy, and the art
of successful living prominent about the middle of the sth century BC for
their adroit subtle and allegedly often specious reasoning;

the art of speaking or writing effectively;

conformity to a standard of right, a particular moral excellence;

a systematic exposition or argument in writing including a methodical dis-
cussion of the facts and principles involved and conclusions reached;

a principle or position or the body of principles in a branch of knowledge or
system of belief;

a noteworthy statement as a formal pronouncement of a principle, proposi-
tion, or opinion, intended or regarded as authoritative;

a convinced adherent of a school or individual;

one who denies the existence of God;

a usage or practice common to many or to a particular place or class or habi-
tual with an individual; a long-established practice considered as unwritten
law;

a relatively high level of cultural and technological development; the stage of
cultural development at which writing and the keeping of written records is
attained, the culture characteristic of a particular time or place;

Fill in the blanks with the words and phrases from the active vocabulary:

Originally the term sophist meant a ora .

Sophists traveled from place to place giving that covered a wide
of subjects — , with the object of helping the pu-

pils to in life.

Oratory was the chief path to a public, political reputation among the Greeks
and in democratic Athens where public discussion was the sophists were in
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d Having settled in Athens, where he among the youth, he became an
friend of Pericles.
e Itwas Protagoras who the sophistic tradition of teaching .
f Inhis On the Gods Protagoras that one could not tell if the
gods existed or not.
g Protagoras stated that “the human being is the measure of all things and

there has been discussion about what he meant by this
h  Protagoras’ declared that the whole range of orthodox opinions must be
to fundamental and .

i In his work Contradictions Protagoras the way for the revo-
lutionary .

j  Protagoras proposed that there are two potential arguments on
every subject, one in and the other against.

k  Some of the younger of Protagoras and the other Older Sophists
concluded that the arbitrary nature of human laws and implies that
they can be ignored at will, though Protagoras himself believed that human
beings are moral, and the morality meant... with the and of
the state.

l In his work On the Original Condition of Humankind Protagoras speculated
on the of

m  Protagoras was a very figure in the Athenian politics. He exerted in-
fluence on both and alike, for he was a phenome-
non between the two groups.

n  Antiphon came to the that not only Greeks but all human beings are

8 Match the columns:

Protagoras held that a moral sense has been implanted in every one
of us: but that this innate tendency in the right
direction needs to be developed and streng-
thened by education.

Protagoras stated that primitive human beings were worse equipped
than wild beasts in the struggle for survival, so
Zeus had commanded Hermes to bring them
morality and a sense of justice, which started
them along the path to political, social and cul-
tural evolution.

Protagoras claimed that | there are two potential antithetical arguments,
one in favour and the other against.

Protagoras believed that | human beings are moral, and that morality
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meant conformity with the legislation and cus-
toms of one’s state.

Protagoras speculated on | many things make certain knowledge impossi-
ble — the obscurity of the theme and the
shortness of human life.

Protagoras asserted that | the human being is the measure of all things.

Gorgias fastened on the importance of public speaking, as a means
of ensuring a successful career.

Prodicus suggested that | religion is not natural, but had only come into
existence as the response of human beings to
their environment.

Antiphon came to the all human beings are equal by nature, and act

conclusion that with entire selfishness, which is what one’s
own natural interest demands.

Callicles declared that it was natural for the stronger man to prevail
over the weaker.

Thrasymachus main- justice is merely the interest of the superior

tained that and stronger.

Give the plural of the following words:

Dictum, millennium, datum, stratum, curriculum, memorandum; phenome-
non, criterion; genius, cactus, radius; analysis, crisis, basis, hypothesis,
thesis; formula, antenna; appendix.

Translate the text without a dictionary. Summarize it.

Protagoras is known primarily for three claims (1) that man is the measure of
all things, (2) that he could make the “worse (or weaker) argument appear
the better (or stronger)”, and (3) that one could not tell if the gods existed or
not. While some ancient sources claim that these positions led to his having
been tried for impiety in Athens and his books burnt, these stories may well
have been later legends. Protagoras’ notion that judgments and knowledge
are in some way relative to the person judging or knowing has been very in-
fluential, and is still widely discussed in contemporary philosophy.

Protagoras, like Democritus, came from Abdera, on the Thracian coast. An
ancient story relates that he was at first a porter and that Democritus of Ab-
dera saw him, admired his poise, and decided to instruct him; but this sto-
ry’s truth is doubtful. Protagoras reflected on language and developed a sys-
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tem of grammar. Having settled in Athens, where he taught the youth, he
won the respect of Pericles, who commissioned him to frame laws for the
new colony of Thurii, in Italy. At the age of seventy he was accused and con-
victed of atheism and is said to have left for Sicily and to have drowned at
sea.

Protagoras is primarily known for his claim that “of all things the measure is
Man...” In the dialogues Protagoras and Theaetetus, Plato takes Protagoras
to mean that each person, not humanity as a whole, is the measure of all
things and so attacks Protagoras’ relativism.

Protagoras was the first of those travelling teachers of philosophy and rhe-
toric who became known as “Sophists”. Sophists were not as interested in
metaphysical theories as they were in the skill of arete, or “excellence”, in
the sense of bettering oneself. Many conservative Greeks, such as Aristo-
phanes, considered proper speech and good manners the inherited charac-
teristics of the upper classes. The Sophists, however, taught such skills for a
fee — to the consternation of the aristocracy.

Plato considered it his task to oppose these men, and since his dialogues
survived and most of their writings did not, his highly polemical pictures of
the Sophists have been widely accepted as fair portraits. The very name
“Sophist” has become a reproach. Yet one should not uncritically accept Pla-
to’s image of Sophists. While many disagree with Sophist conclusions (e.g.
Sophists’ idea of the impossibility of knowledge Plato found unacceptable),
nevertheless their questioning of conventions, especially in ethics, and their
critique of the limits of knowledge represent a milestone in the history of
thought.

Translate the text into English:

MpoTarop 3 Abaep — 0AMH 3 PoAOHaYanbHUKIB codicTnkn B [ipeBHin Mpeuil Ak
Hanpamky y dinocodii. Cnoyatky cnoBo «codicT» AaBHbOrPEeLbKO 03Ha4ano
«MyapeLb», W0 MaB aBTOPUTET Yy pi3HUX rany3ax Kutra. lMoTim codictamm cTa-
NV Ha3MBaTU NNAaTHUX BMKNAAaudiB, fKi 3apobnsnn cobi Ha XUTTA, HaBYaOUM
MONOAMX NOAEN a3aM CYCMNiNbHOI AiANbHOCTI. BOHM BYMNM KPAaCHOMOBCTBY 1
YCiNAKNUM HayKam, W06 AONOMOITU YYHAM OyTU yCnilWHMMK B XWUTTI. Bigkpu-
BalOYM NIOAAM MUCTELTBO NEPEKOHNINBOrO CnoBa, [potarop — 0AMH 3 nepLmnx
i HaWbinbW npocnaBneHnx codictie — 6pas 3a Le BeAUYe3Hi Ana TUX YyaciB
rpowi. MoBigOMNAETLCA, WO B 444 A0 H. e. [Ipotarop CKnaB 3aKoHu Ana adiH-
CbKOT KONMOHIT ®ypiT i W0 YacTUHy XUTTA BiH NpoBiB Ha Cuuwunii, a iHWY — B
AdiHax, Nog0pOXKYBaB iHWMMW MiCTaMM, HABYAKOUYMN «YECHOTI».

MocTynoBo cnoBO «CO@iCT» CTano 3acTocoByBaTMCA A0 TUX yuutenis dinoco-
&ii, AKi goBoAnNM A0 KPaWHOCTI NPUHLUMM NP0 BiAHOCHICTb HALIOMO 3HAHHA.
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BoHuW, HaBYalUM OopaTtopCbKOMY MUCTELTBY, BUKNAZann Pi3Hi npunomu ans
nepeKoHaHHA N A0Ka3y NONOXeHb He3aNeXHOo Bif iCTUHHOCTI. B 0CHOBI BY€eH-
HA NEXUTb lYMKa NPO BiAHOCHICTb OYKBaNbHO BCiX NMOHATb, HOPM, OLiHOK.
Mpotarop xuB B AdiHax, 6arato maHapyBaB. 3a KHUry «lpo 6oriB» yepes 06-
BMHYBAYeHHA Yy HenowaHi aBTopa 6yno BurHaHo 3 AdiH, a Moro TpakTaTtu cna-
neHo. «llono 60riB HEMOXKAMBO 3HATW Hi TOTO, WO BOHW iCHYIOTb, Hi TOrO, L0
BOHW He iCHY0Tb. epellKoaKae LboMy 6arato 4oro — sK HeACHICTb Npeame-
Ta, TaK i KOPOTKOTPMBANICTb NMIOACBKOrO XUTTA». I3 LI€ET 3aABN MOYMHAETLCA
TpakTar poTaropa «[po 6orie». Take TBEPAKEHHS CTABUNO NiJ CYMHIB npaB-
AVBICTb BCI€T rpeLbKol Michonorii, ane M1 He MOXeMO 3poOUTU BUCHOBOK LLLO-
[0 Toro, 6ys [poTarop ateicTom yu Hi. MpoTtarop 3arnMHyB nNo Aopo3i Ha Cuuu-
nito B pe3ynbtaTi KopabenbHoT aBapii. [OBiLOMNAETLCA, 1O BiH HANUCAB Kinb-
Ka TBOPIiB, ane XOAeH 3 HUX He BLiNiB, i NOro BY4EHHA BiAHOBIOETHCA r0O/10B-
HUM YMHOM 3a noBigomneHHAMK [naTtoHa (y AKOro € Ha3BaHMI imeHem [1po-
Taropa fianor) i [lioreHa Jlaepris. [poTarop cTBepAXyBaB, WO 06’€KTUBHOT ic-
TUHW He iCHYE, a € nnwe cy6’ekTMBHA AyMKa. Lle 3adikcoBaHo y Bitomomy Bu-
cnogi lMpotaropa: «J/lloanHa — Mipa BCiX peyen: iCHYIUYMX — Yy TOMY, L0 BOHU
iCHYIOTb, | HEICHYIOYMX — Y TOMY, LLLO BOHW He iCHYIOTby». [1poTarop noknaaascs
He Ha HayKy, a Ha 340POBUN rNy34, NPAKTUYHUI NONITUYHUK | colianbHUN A0-
CBif Nt0ACTBA NPOTUCTABNAB BYEHHAM TEOPETUKIB.

BiH BBa)aB, L0 HABKOAMLLHIN CBIT CynepevynmBum, i TOMy «LLOAO0 KOXHOT peyi
MOHa BUCTAaBUTK ABi MPOTUNEXHI TE3n».

3a cnpurHATTA ABMLUL, 3rigHo 3 [IpoTaropom, BCe 3aneXuTb Bif, KOHKPETHOI
NOANHN: «AKMM LLOCb € MEHIi, TAKUM BOHO € BipHUM 15 MeHe, a IKUM Tobi —
Takum — ana Tebex» (Tak nuwe npo MNpotaropa MnaTtoH).

12 Debate the propositions of Protagoras:

“There are two sides to every question”
“Man is the measure of all things”

13 Topics for discussion and essay writing:

Protagoras and his doctrines.
Protagoras’ disciples.
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14 Imagine you are a sophist. Persuade your pupils that:

a  All human beings alike, are equal by nature, and act with entire selfishness,
which is what one’s own natural interest demands.

b Itis natural for the stronger man to prevail over the weaker.

¢ Justice is merely the interest of the superior and stronger.

supplementary reading

Surprisingly little is known of Protagoras’ life with any certainty. Our main sources
of information concerning Protagoras are:

1. Plato (427—347 BC): Protagoras is a leading character in Plato’s dialogue Prota-
goras and Protagoras’ doctrines are discussed extensively in Plato’s Theaetetus.
Plato’s dialogues, however, are a mixture of historical account and artistic li-
cense, much in the manner of the comic plays of the period. Moreover, Protagoras
died when Plato was quite young and Plato may have depended on not entirely
reliable second-hand evidence for his understanding of Protagoras.

2. Diogenes Laértius (third century BC): Diogenes’ Lives of the Philosophers is
probably our single most extensive source for many early Greek philosophers’
works and biographies. Unfortunately, his work was compiled over six hundred
years after Protagoras’ death and is an uncritical compilation of materials from a
wide variety of sources, some reliable, some not, and many hopelessly garbled.

3. Sextus Empiricus (late 2nd century BC): Sextus Empiricus was a skeptic of the
Pyrrhonian school. Sextus wrote several books criticizing the dogmatists (non-
skeptics). His treatment of Protagoras is somewhat favorable, but since his pur-
pose is to prove the superiority of Pyrrhonism to all other philosophies,we cannot
trust him to be “objective” in a modern sense; moreover, like Diogenes, he wrote
several hundred years after Protagoras’ death and may not have had completely
reliable sources.

The first step in understanding Protagoras is to define the general category of
“sophist”, a term often applied to Protagoras in antiquity. In the fifth century, the
term referred mainly to people who were known for their knowledge (e.g. So-
crates, the seven sages) and those who earned money by teaching advanced pu-
pils (e.g. Protagoras, Prodicus) and seemed to be a somewhat neutral term, al-
though sometimes used with pejorative overtones by those who disapproved of
the new ideas of the so-called “Sophistic Enlightenment”. By the fourth century
the term becomes more specialized, limited to those who taught rhetoric, specifi-
cally the ability to speak in assemblies or law courts. Because sophistic skills
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could promote injustice (demagoguery in assemblies, winning unjust lawsuits) as
well as justice (persuading the polis to act correctly, allowing the underprivileged
to win justice for themselves), the term “sophist” gradually acquired the negative
connotation of cleverness not restrained by ethics. Conventionally, the term
“Older Sophist” is restricted to a small number of figures known from the Platonic
dialogues (Protagoras, Gorgias, Prodicus, Hippias, Euthydemus, Thrasymachus
and sometimes others). Whether these figures actually had some common body
of doctrines is uncertain. At times scholars have tended to lump them together in
a group, and attribute to them all a combination of religious skepticism, skill in
argument, epistemological and moral relativism, and a certain degree of intellec-
tual unscrupulousness. These characteristics, though, were probably more typical
of their fourth century followers than of the Older Sophists themselves, who
tended to agree with and follow generally accepted moral codes, even while their
more abstract speculations undermined the epistemological foundations of tradi-
tional morality.

When we separate Protagoras from general portraits of “sophistic”, as most scho-
lars recommend, our information about him is relatively sparse. He was born in
approximately 490 BC in the town of Abdera in Thrace and died c. 420 BC (place
unknown). He traveled around Greece earning his living primarily as a teacher
and perhaps advisor and lived in Athens for several years, where he associated
with Pericles and other rich and influential Athenians. Pericles invited him to
write the constitution for the newly founded Athenian colony of Thurii in 444 BC
Many later legends developed around the life of Protagoras which are probably
false, including stories concerning his having studied with Democritus, his trial
for impiety, the burning of his books, and his flight from Athens.

If our knowledge of Protagoras’ life is sparse, our knowledge of his career is va-
gue. Protagoras was probably the first Greek to earn money in higher education
and he was notorious for the extremely high fees he charged. His teaching in-
cluded such general areas as public speaking, criticism of poetry, citizenship,
and grammar. His teaching methods seemed to consist primarily of lectures, in-
cluding model orations, analyses of poems, discussions of the meanings and cor-
rect uses of words, and general rules of oratory. His audience consisted mainly of
wealthy men, from Athens’ social and commercial elites. The reason for his popu-
larity among this class had to do with specific characteristics of the Athenian le-
gal system.

Athens was an extremely litigious society. Not only were various political and per-
sonal rivalries normally carried forward by lawsuits, but one special sort of taxa-
tion, know as “liturgies” could result in a procedure known as an “antidosis” (ex-
change). A liturgy was a public expense (such as providinga ship for the navy or
supporting a religious festival) assigned to one of the richest men of the commu-
nity. If a man thought he had been assigned the liturgy unfairly, because there
was a richer man able to undertake it, he could bring a lawsuit either to exchange
his property with the other man’s or to shift the burden of the liturgy to the richer

PAGE 14



man. Since Athenians had to represent themselves in court rather than hiring
lawyers, it was essential that rich men learn to speak well in order to defend their
property; if they could not do so, they would be at the mercy of anyone who
wanted to extort money from them. While this made the teachings of Protagoras
extremely valuable, it also led a certain conservative faction (e.g. the comic play-
wright Aristophanes) to distrust him, in the same way that people now might dis-
trust a slick lawyer.

DOCTRINES

Protagoras’ doctrines can be divided into three groups:

1. Orthoepeia: the study of the correct use of words

2. Man-measure statement: the notion that knowledge is relative to the knower
3. Agnosticism: the claim that we cannot know anything about the gods

ORTHOEPEIA

Perhaps because the practical side of his teaching was concerned with helping
students learn to speak well in the courtroom, Protagoras was interested in “or-
thoepeia” (the correct use of words). Later sources describe him as one of the
first to write on grammar (in the modern sense of syntax) and he seems interest-
ed in the correct meaning of words, a specialty often associated with another
sophist, Prodicus, as well. In the Protagoras, the Platonic dialogue named after
the famous sophist which has both Protagoras and Prodicus as participants, Pro-
tagoras is shown interpreting a poem of Simonides, with special concern for the
issue of the relationship between the writer’s intent and the literal meanings of
the words. This method of interpretation was one which would be especially use-
ful in interpreting laws and other written witnesses (contracts, wills, etc.) in the
courtroom. Unfortunately, we don’t have any actual writings by Protagoras on the
topic.

MAN-MEASURE STATEMENT

Of the book titles we have attributed to Protagoras, only two, “Truth” (or “Refuta-
tions”) and “On the Gods” are probably accurate.

Of Protagoras’ works, only a few brief quotations embedded in the works of later
authors have survived. Of Protagoras’ ipsissima verba (actual words, as opposed
to paraphrases), the most famous is the homo-mensura (man-measure) state-
ment: “Of all things the measure is man, of the things that are, that [or “how”]
they are, and of things that are not, that [or “how”] they are not”. This precise
meaning of this statement, like that of any short extract taken out of context, is far
from obvious, although the long discussion of it in Plato’s Theaetetus gives us
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some sense of how ancient Greek audiences interpreted it. The test case normally
used is temperature. If Ms. X. says “it is hot”, then the statement (unless she is
lying) is true for her. Another person, Ms. Y, may simultaneously claim “it is cold”.
This statement could also be true for her. If Ms. X normally lives in Alaska and Ms.
Y in Florida, the same temperature (e.g. 25°C) may seem hot to one and cool to
the other. The measure of hotness or coldness is fairly obviously the individual
person. One cannot legitimately tell Ms. X she does not feel hot — she is the only
person who can accurately report her own perceptions or sensations. In this case,
it is indeed impossible to contradict as Protagoras is held to have said. But what
if Ms. Y, in claiming it feels cold, suggests that unless the heat is turned on the
pipes will freeze? One might suspect that she has a fever and her judgment is un-
reliable; the measure may still be the individual person, but it is an unreliable
one, like a broken ruler or unbalanced scale. In a modern scientific culture, with a
predilection for scientific solutions, we would think of consulting a thermometer
to determine the objective truth. The Greek response was to look at the more pro-
found philosophical implications.

Even if the case of whether the pipes will freeze can be solved trivially, the prob-
lem of it being simultaneously hot and cold to two women remains interesting. If
this cannot be resolved by determining that one has a fever, we are presented
with evidence that judgments about qualities are subjective. If this is the case
though, it has alarming consequences. Abstractions like truth, beauty, justice,
and virtue are also qualities and it would seem that Protagoras’ dictum would
lead us to conclude that they too are relative to the individual observer, a conclu-
sion which many conservative Athenians found alarming because of its potential
social consequences. If good and bad are merely what seem good and bad to the
individual observer, then how can one claim that stealing or adultery or impiety
or murder are somehow wrong? Moreover, if something can seem both hot and
cold (or good and bad) then both claims, that the thing is hot and that the thing is
cold, can be argued for equally well. If adultery is both good and bad (good for
one person and bad for another), then one can construct equally valid arguments
for and against adultery in general or an individual adulterer. What will make a
case triumph in court is not some inherent worth of one side, but the persuasive
artistry of the orator. And so, Protagoras claims he is able to “make the worse
case the better”. The oratorical skills Protagoras taught thus had potential for
promoting what most Athenians considered injustice or immorality.

AGNOSTICISM

While the pious might wish to look to the gods to provide absolute moral guid-
ance in the relativistic universe of the Sophistic Enlightenment, that certainty also
was cast into doubt by philosophic and sophistic thinkers, who pointed out the
absurdity and immorality of the conventional epic accounts of the gods. Protago-
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ras’ prose treatise about the gods began “Concerning the gods, | have no means
of knowing whether they exist or not or of what sort they may be. Many things
prevent knowledge including the obscurity of the subject and the brevity of hu-
man life”.

SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES AND IMMEDIATE FOLLOWERS

As a consequence of Protagoras’ agnosticism and relativism, he may have consi-
dered that laws (legislative and judicial) were things which evolved gradually by
agreement (brought about by debate in democratic assemblies) and thus could
be changed by further debate. This position would imply that there was a differ-
ence between the laws of nature and the customs of humans. Although Protago-
ras himself seemed to respect, and even revere the customs of human justice (as
a great achievement), some of the younger followers of Protagoras and the other
Older Sophists concluded that the arbitrary nature of human laws and customs
implies that they can be ignored at will, a position that was held to be one of the
causes of the notorious amorality of such figures as Alcibiades.

Protagoras himself was a fairly traditional and upright moralist. He may have
viewed his form of relativism as essentially democratic — allowing people to re-
vise unjust or obsolete laws, defend themselves in court, free themselves from
false certainties — but he may equally well have considered rhetoric a way in
which the elite could counter the tendencies towards mass rule in the assem-
blies. Our evidence on this matter is unfortunately minimal.

The consequences of the radical skepticism of the sophistic enlightenment ap-
peared, at least to Plato and Aristophanes, among others, as far from benign. In
Aristophanes’ play, the Clouds, a teacher of rhetoric (called Socrates, but with
doctrines based to a great degree on those of the Sophists, and possibly directed
specifically at Protagoras or his followers) teaches that the gods don’t exist, moral
values are not fixed, and how to make the weaker argument appear the stronger.
The result is moral chaos — the main characters (Strepsiades and his son Phei-
dippides) in Clouds are portrayed as learning clever tricks to enable them to cheat
their creditors and eventually abandoning all sense of conventional morality (illu-
strated by Pheidippides beating his father on stage and threatening to beat his
mother). Although no one accused Protagoras himself of being anything other
than honest — even Plato, who disapproved of his philosophical positions, por-
trays him as generous, courteous, and upright — his techniques were adopted by
various unscrupulous characters in the following generation, giving sophistry the
bad name it still has for clever (but fallacious) verbal trickery.
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INFLUENCE

Protagoras’ influence on the history of philosophy has been significant. Histori-
cally, it was in response to Protagoras and his fellow sophists that Plato began
the search for transcendent forms or knowledge which could somehow anchor
moral judgment. Along with the other Older Sophists and Socrates, Protagoras
was part of a shift in philosophical focus from the earlier Presocratic tradition of
natural philosophy to an interest in human philosophy. He emphasized how hu-
man subjectivity determines the way we understand, or even construct, our
world, a position which is still an essential part of the modern philosophic tradi-
tion.
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SOCRATES

SOCRATES (c. 470—399) exercised a gigantic influence on younger Athenian
thinkers, and on men of later generations. And yet we know practically nothing
about him, because he wrote nothing himself, and because the historical truth-
fulness of those who wrote about him is gravely suspect.

Socrates’ death caught people’s fancy even more than his life. He provided the
subject matter for a host of discourses, which survived, from his junior Xeno-
phon and Plato who differ in what they say and think about Socrates. Xenophon
makes him a commonsensical saint purveying wise views, while Plato, in his “di-
alogues”, builds him up as the founder of his own idealistic philosophy.

The historical reliability of descriptions of Socrates has been disputed for centu-
ries. It is known that Socrates father was an Athenian sculptor or stonemason.
Socrates himself married in later life, perhaps for the second time; his wife Xan-
thippe subsequently became notorious for her bad temper. He served in the ar-
my as an infantryman (hoplite), apparently on several occasions. He was on close
terms with members of the inner Periclean circle. When young he was an asso-
ciate of Archelaus, an Athenian pupil of the philosopher-scientist Anaxagoras.
But then, claiming that Anaxagoras’ Mind did not “plan the universe for the best”
he turned away from these cosmological interests and spent the rest of his life
inquiring into right and wrong human behaviour.

The most important of his opinions was the conviction that there is an eternal
and unchanging absolute standard. In conformity with this, the achievement of
“as good as possible” a condition for one’s own soul — which Socrates saw as
commanding the body — must be the end-product (telos) of all one’s endea-
vours. Socrates seems to have been the creator of the “teleological” approach, the
belief that all nature works towards a purpose, which is later so clearly detecta-
ble in Plato and played such a dominant part in Aristotle’s thought.

Socrates’ insistence on an absolute standard meant that he rejected the view that
standards were relative, proposed by the sophists. He also believed that one
must work hard if one wants to discover what is right and wrong — in other
words, one must acquire knowledge; virtue (moral goodness) is knowledge,
though one cannot be sure that he himself expressed it in precisely that provoca-
tive way. And Socrates went on to maintain, first, that knowledge means, above
all, self-knowledge (know thyself), and secondly that no one does wrong willingly,
which was another perverse, paradoxical idea. His insistence upon knowledge,
his pioneer championship of the supremacy of the intellect, harmonizes with
Aristotle’s farther assertion that he innovated by seeking to arrive at definitions:
even though he himself continued to insist that he knew nothing himself— that
he was only a “midwife” who gave birth to knowledge in others.
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This assertion was partly ironical mock-modesty, but it also conformed with his
philosophical method. For instead of writing, or teaching, he adopted the famous
“Socratic method” of cross-questioning everyone with whom he came into con-
tact, particularly young men, as Aristophanes pointed out. Guiding these compa-
nions, he sought to arrive at the truth through rational inquiry, since “an unexa-
mined life is not worth living” — though this technique must have proved irritat-
ing, especially when “he pulled the legs of his acquaintances”, as seems to have
been his habit.

His religious views were outwardly orthodox, for Socrates was scrupulous in his
observances, according to “the usage of the city”. However he applied his critical
methods to some of the traditional beliefs of his time, notably foolish or immoral
myths about the gods. Moreover, he claimed, on occasion, to be guided by a di-
vine sign or voice. Whether this should be interpreted as an inner conscience or
intuition or a mystic phenomenon, it was this sign that compelled him so urgent-
ly to philosophize.

Socrates had a devoted circle of friends and followers of varying types, ranging
from respectable serious thinkers to destructive intellectual as Critias.

Critias engineered a successful revolution, installing the oligarchic government
of the “Thirty Tyrants”, with the help of the Spartan General Lysander. But when
Lysander’s influence and policies were undermined, the Athenian democracy
was restored. The revived democracy was given a regular constitution, and it
granted a comprehensive amnesty. Only the surviving leaders of the oligarchic
party were outlawed. However there were a lot of lawsuits. The most famous of
the lawsuits was the trial of Socrates. Socrates had never thought highly of the
democratic form of Athenian government, observing that its use of the lot was
stupid — and that most would-be politicians did not know what they were talk-
ing about. Moreover, in 406, he had openly opposed the popular will, when, as a
member of the Council of Five Hundred, he tried, unsuccessfully, to prevent the
execution of the generals after the battle of Arginusae. During the regime of the
Thirty Tyrants Socrates was made a member of the oligarchic. And the subse-
quently reinstated democracy could scarcely have regarded him as its friend. In
399 BC the responsible, moderate, democratic general Anytus brought Socrates
to trial for his life. Socrates was accused of not believing in the gods of Athens,
and introducing new deities; and corrupting the young (by teaching them to
question everything).

As for the first charge, it should be said that in Athens foreign gods were quite of-
ten introduced, without incurring penalties. Probably the point lies elsewhere.
The real force of the indictment lay in the second charge. The existence of the
amnesty made it impossible to bring him to trial as an oligarch. And his famous
style of questioning may have seemed subversive to the precarious and sensitive
new regime. The accounts of the trial, and its speeches, are fictitious, but So-
crates was found guilty by 281 votes to 220. At this point, as earlier, he could
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have escaped from Athens. But he declared that any such step would have been
contrary to his civic duty.

As to the penalty, the law provided that a condemned man had the right to pro-
pose an alternative to whatever the prosecution demanded. In this case, its de-
mand had been death, but if Socrates had proposed banishment as an alterna-
tive, the jury would not have demurred — indeed (now that ostracism was no
longer practised) this may well have been what the prosecutors wanted, desiring
merely to silence him. But Socrates refused to offer any proposal, and instead
made a speech suggesting that he should be maintained for life as a public bene-
factor. The jury felt insulted by what sounded like flippancy, and voted for the
death penalty by a larger majority than had originally decided upon his guilt.
Thirty days after the verdict he died, by drinking poison.

Eternally significant because he seemed to have perished in the cause of freedom
of conscience, he summoned up, through his death, the Socratic legend. There
were those who defended his condemnation, and those who leapt to his defense
and immortalized his last days. Plato held that Socrates was the first man ever to
make people think about ethical questions and human behaviour does less than
justice to his predecessors, it does appear to have been he who subjected these
problems to critical analysis of an unprecedented quality and intensity, placing
man at the centre of philosophical enquiry, and thus enlarging the horizons of
the human spirit as few others have ever done before or since. And his meticul-
ous examination, too, of the assumptions and definitions on which such analyses
should be based showed equally formidable originality. He was not, of course,
the first Greek questioner, but the supreme one.

His questioning assumed a peculiarly urgent character — he did not accept the
relativism of the sophists, but believed that if one questioned hard enough there
was an absolute truth somewhere to be found: and he was indifferent to every-
thing except that.

exercises

1  Transcribe the following words. Pay attention to the stress:

Purvey, predecessor, endeavour, unprecedented, acquaintance, peculiarly,
conscience, immortalize, oligarchic, scrupulous.
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Give Ukrainian equivalents of the following expressions.

To provide the subject matter for; a commonsensical saint; to purvey wise
views; to turn away from cosmological views; perverse idea; to arrive at as-
sumptions and definitions; to pull the legs of smb.; traditional beliefs; to
engineer a successful revolution; to grant a comprehensive amnesty; a
would-be politician; the point lies elsewhere; precarious regime; meticulous
examination.

Find in the text English equivalents to the following Ukrainian expressions.

Mucnutenb; icTOpUYHA TOYHICTb, BiporigHicTb (2 Bap.); 3acHOBHMK (2 Bap.)
ineanictuyHoil dinocodii; NPUXUABHUK; AOCNIAXKYBATU; BiYHUN | HE3MIHHWI
abCoNOTHUIN KpuUTepili; BIANOBIAHO A0; LinecnpAMoOBaHWI Niaxig; uinecnps-
MOBAHO; BilKMAATM TOYKY 30pY; 3400yBaTK, OTPMMYBATU 3HAHHSA; TBEPIKEH-
HA; METO/ NepexpecHOro ONUTYBaHHA; 3HAUTW iCTUHY; peTeibHO AOTPMMYBATK
0bpAfiB; YCTaHOBUTU, NMPU3HAYUTM AaBTOPUTAPHUI YPAA; NiApPUBATU MONITMY-
HWUI KypC; BiAHOBWUTK (2 Bap.) €MOKPATilo; OroNnoLlyBaTy N03a 3aKOHOM; Bifl-
KPUTO BMUCTYNaTh NPOTU BOMi HApoay; 3anobirtu ctpati; 60XecTBo; CNPUYNHK-
TV NOKapaHHA; 00BUHYBAYEHHA; NPUTATHYTA O CyAY; BU3HATU BUHHMM; 3acy-
[XEHWUN; CTpaTa; BUrHAHHA, 3aCNaHHA; B iM’a cBoOOAM COBICTI, BipoCNOBiAaH-
HA; NigaaBaTM KPUTUYHOMY aHanisy.

Answer the following questions to check how carefully you have read the
text.

Why our knowledge about Socrates is so scant?

How come we know anything at all about Socrates? What are the main
sources on Socrates? How reliable are they?

What do we know about Socrates’ life?

What did Socrates claim? What was his theory about virtue? How far can it be
defended?

How did Socrates’ views differ from the sophists’ ones?

What does the famous “Socratic method” presuppose?

What was Socrates’ attitude to religion?

What do we know about Socrates’ followers?

What was Socrates’ attitude to the Athenian government? Was he a demo-
crat?
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What was Socrates accused of? Was Socrates put on trial for political rea-
sons?

Why did the jury vote for the death penalty for Socrates?

What is Socrates’ legacy?

Decide whether the following statements are true or false; correct the
wrong ones.

One problem with any attempt to discover the “real” Socrates is that at times
the accounts written about him are contradictory.

Socrates was the founder of the idealistic philosophy.

The period in which Socrates lived was called the Golden Age of Athens.
Socrates upheld the doctrines of sophism.

It was Socrates’ habit to make his associates believe something that was not
true.

Socrates was an atheist.

Socrates was a democrat and he took an active part in the political life of
Athens.

Socrates was always conscious of how much he knew, and claimed superior-
ity to thinking people only in that he was aware of his own knowledge where
they were not.

Socrates was accused of impiety and sentenced to death.

Socrates had a devoted circle of friends ranging from respectable thinkers to
influential politicians, who helped him escape from Athens after the verdict.

Complete the following sentences.

Socrates claimed that
Socrates upheld that
Socrates believed that
Socrates maintained that
Socrates stated that
Socrates considered that
Socrates insisted that
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Explain the meaning of the following terms.

Idealistic philosophy; “teleological” approach; “Thirty Tyrants”; “Socratic
method”; the Council of Five Hundred.

Guess the meaning of the word according to its definition. Note the differ-
ence.

Famous or important in history; having great and lasting importance; known
or established in the past; dating from or preserved from a past time or cul-
ture.

Relating to, or having the character of history; based on history; used in the
past and reproduced in historical presentations.

Fill in the blanks with a word “historic” or “historical”.

The truthfulness of Platos’ “dialogues” is gravely suspected.

The reliability of descriptions of Socrates has been disputed for cen-
turies.

Herodotus regarded the Persian wars as the most important event
in the history of the ancient world.

Acropolisis a spot.

Athens is rich in buildings and traditions.

Greece gave many personalities to the world.

Itisa fact that writing originated in Greece.

Marathon is a battlefield.

The significance of the battles at Plataea and Mycale can’t be de-
nied.

The veracity of this document is out of the question.

Substitute the words and phrases in italics with the active vocabulary
from the text.

The historical veracity of descriptions of Socrates has been disputed for cen-
turies.
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When young Socrates was a collaborator of Archelaus, a pupil of the philo-
sopher-scientist Anaxagoras.

Socrates gave up Anaxagoras’ cosmological interests and spent the rest of
his life investigating human behaviour.

Socrates insistence on an absolute standard meant that he declined the idea
that standards were relative.

Socrates thought that one must work hard if one wants to find out what is
right and wrong — to put it differently, one must obtain knowledge.

Socrates’ idea that no one does wrong eagerly was an inconsistent one.
Socrates wanted to find the truth through logical investigation.

Socrates is known to have made fun of his acquaintances in a friendly way.
Socrates kept up rituals and customs conscientiously.

Critias engineered a triumphant revolution, establishing the autocratic re-
gime.

When Lysander’s authority and policies were destabilized, the Athenian de-
mocracy was reinstated.

The restored democracy conferred a complete official pardon.

Socrates had a low opinion of the democratic form of Athenian government.
According to him, most of the probable politicians didn’t know what they
were talking about.

Socrates was explicitly against the popular will. As a member of the Council
of Five Hundred he tried to avert putting to death the generals after the battle
of Arginusae.

Socrates was accused of impiety.

Socrates was charged with introducing new gods.

Socrates’ famous style of questioning may have seemed seditious to the un-
stable new rule.

The accounts of the trial were fabricated.

Find in the text antonyms to the following words:

A sinner; to accept; an opponent; to overthrow; to support; to encourage; to
acquit; stable; to agree; respect; average; careless, inexact.

Fill in the blanks with the given words and phrases:

Defense, Thirty Tyrants, founder, to question, rational inquiry, orthodox,
foundational, account, to restore, comprehensive amnesty, reliability, philo-
sophical, deities, to overthrow, accurate, to acquire, assertion, to reject the

PAGE 25



view, the point lies elsewhere, to install, to outlaw, associates, trial, to point
out, inquiry, to arrive at the truth, cross-questioning, virtue, in conformity
with, observances, to corrupt, to execute, revived.

Socrates was the of the history of ideas, but despite his ... place, he
himself actually wrote nothing. Most of our knowledge of him comes from
the works of Plato (427—347), and since Plato had other concerns in mind
than simple historical it is usually impossible to determine how
much of his thinking actually derives from Socrates. The most of
Plato’s writings on Socrates is probably The Apology. It is Plato’s of
Socrates’s at his in 399 BC (the word “apology” comes
from the Greek word for “defense-speech” and does not mean what we
would think of as an apology). It is clear, however, that Plato dressed up So-
crates’s speech to turn it into a justification for Socrates’s life and his death.
In it, Plato some of Socrates’s most famous ideas: the ne-
cessity of doing what one thinks is right even in the face of universal opposi-
tion, and the need to knowledge even when opposed. Socrates’
method of philosophical consisted in people on the posi-
tions they asserted and working them through questions into a contradic-
tion, thus proving to them that their original was wrong. Socrates
sought to through . Socrates and Plato referred to this me-
thod of questioning as elenchus, which means something like

The one positive statement that Socrates seems to have made is a definition
of : is knowledge.” If one knows the good, one will always
do the good. anyone who does anything wrong doesn’t really know
what the good is. This, for Socrates, justifies tearing down people’s moral
positions, for if they have the wrong ideas about virtue, morality, love, or any
other ethical idea, they can’t be trusted to do the right thing.

Socrates that standards were relative.

Socrates religious views were outwardly for Socrates was scrupul-
ous in his

The Athenian democracy was and replaced by a group of men, sub-
sequently known as the , who were by Sparta. Two close
former of Socrates had been involved in the tyranny. In the course
of earning their name, the Tyrants so many people that they lasted
for only a year, though it was not until 401 that democracy was fully

The . democracy granted a . Only the surviving leaders of the
oligarchic party were .

The of Socrates took place in 399 BC when he was nearly 70. The
charges were that he refused to recognise the official gods of the state, that
he introduced new and that he the young. But the
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13 Insert the missing articles wherever necessary:

Socrates was ... true patriot. Deeply sensible of his debt to ... city in which he
had been born and bred, he thought that in giving his life to ... teaching of
sounder views in regard to ethical and political subjects he made no more
than ... imperfect return; and, when in ... exercise of constitutional authority
that city brought him to trial and threatened him with death, it was not so
much his local attachment, strong though that sentiment was, as rather his
sense of duty, which forbade him to retire into exile before ... trial began, to
acquiesce in ... sentence of banishment when ... verdict had been given
against him, and to accept ... opportunity of escape, which was offered him
during his imprisonment. Yet his patriotism had none of ... narrowness which
was characteristic of ... patriotism of his Greek contemporaries. His generous
benevolence and unaffected philanthropy taught him to overstep ... limits of
... Athenian demos and ... Hellenic race, and to regard himself as ... “citizen
of ... world”.

14 Insert the missing prepositions wherever necessary:

Inwardly Socrates was “so pious that he did nothing without taking counsel
... the gods, so just that he never did an injury ... any man, whilst he was the
benefactor ... his associates, so temperate that he never preferred pleasure
... right, so wise that... judging ... good and evil he was never ... fault — ... a
word, the best and the happiest of men.” “His self-control was absolute; his
powers of endurance were unfailing; he had so schooled himself ... modera-
tion that his scanty means satisfied all his wants.” He practiced temperance
and self-denial ... a degree which some thought ostentatious and affected.
Yet the hearty enjoyment of social pleasures was another ... his marked cha-
racteristics; for to abstain ... innocent gratification ... fear ... falling ... excess
would have seemed ... him to imply a pedantic formalism or a lack of self-
control. ... short, his strength ... will, if by its very perfection it led to his theo-
retical identification of virtue and knowledge, secured him ... practice ... the
ascetic extravagances ... his associate Antisthenes.
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15 Translate from Ukrainian into English:

CoKpaT — pgaBHborpelbkuin dinocod, oanH i3 poaoHaYaNnbHUKIB AianeKTUKN
AK MeTOAY BiALYKAHHA iCTUHM LWAAXOM MOCTAHOBKM HaBigHUX 3anutaHb (Tak
3BaHOr0 COKpATMYHOro meTony), OyB 3BMHYBAYEHUIN Y «MOKNOHIHHI HOBUM
6oXecTBaM» i «po30eLleHHi MONoAi» | 3aCyAKEHUI Ha CMEPTb.

CoKpar HiKonu HiYoro He NucaBg, BiH fnlle NiaTpMMyBaB becian, 6yB ayxe Mno-
NyAspHUM i maB BenuyesHnin sname Ha nogen. Mornagm Cokpata Ha Te, WO
TaKe Kpaca, cnpaBeanuBicTb, Apyxba, MyapicTb, XopobpicTb, 3MyLIyBanu nio-
A€ 3aMUCNIOBATUCA He TiNbKM Hag dinocodCbKUMK NOHATTAMMK, ane i Hafg ic-
HYBAHHAM CMpPaBXHIX MUTTEBMX LiHHOCTen. CoKpaT po3’ACHIOBAB NMPU3HAY€EH-
HA NOAUHW B CYCNiNbCTBI, T 060B’A3KN, TI B3AEMUHK i3 3aKOHAMK, HeobXia-
HiCTb WAHyBaHHA 6oriB, 0CBITK.

Myapeub, 3rifHO CBiAYE€Hb MOro Y4HiB, MOCTAE B HaA3BUYANHO CynepevynmBo-
my Burnaai. Y nornagax Cokpara yXunBaTbCAa KpUTUKA Bnaamn binbluocti (ge-
MOKPaTiT) i WaHyBaHHA 3aKOHiB, 6e33anepeyHe BUKOHAHHA FPOMAaAAHCLKOro
000B’A3KY. IpOHifA N CyMHIB y HbOrO — MoOpyd i3 MUBOKO Bipoto B 106pY oc-
HOBY NAMHW. HaunronoBHiwi mxepena ceigvyeHb npo Cokpata — cnoragu
KceHodoHTa i gianoru MnatoHa, skun 6yB o0fHMM i3 HaWBiAAAHIWMX AOrO MO-
CNifoBHMKIB. Ane NpaBAMBICTb LUUX mepen ctaBmnaca nig CyMHIiB NpOTAromM
6araTbox BiKiB.

Cokpar 6yB HaMnpoCTiLWIOro noxoaxeHHs. Bigomo, wo B monopocti Cokpar
npauoBaB pa3om 3i CBOTM 6HAaTbKOM — KaMEHOTECOM, i 1Oro HaBiTb BBaManu
HemnoraHum cCKynbntopom. Y Bili npubanM3Ho ABaALATM N'ATU POKIB BiH Bignpa-
BUBCA Habupatuca codictuyHol npemyapocti ao Mpoanka Keoccbkoro, cBOro
poBeCHMKa, codicta, AKMMN HagaBaB BEANKOr0 3HAYeHHSA MOPaNbHUM MPUH-
uunam. Cokpat 6yB yyHem AHaKcaropa, BUBYaB KOCMOJOTit0, ane HanpuKiHui
KUTTA 3BEPHYBCA A0 BMBYEHHA eTuKM. COKpaT HeyxulbHO BUKOHYBAB CBil
rpoMaasHCbKUA 060B’A30K. BiH cnyxue B apmii ronnitom. Y NMenonoHHeCbKin
BilHi BiH 6paB y4yacTb B 06103i Motnael (432—429 poku Ao H. e.), y 6oax npu
[lenii (424 pik ao H. e.) i Amdinoni (422 pik [0 H. e.), A€ NOBOAUBCSA TifHO 1
My¥Hbo. CoKpaT OyB oapy¥eHun Ha KcaHtunni, i im’a ctano 3aranbHUm ans
no3Ha4yeHHA CBapAMBOl, HEBAOBONEHOT APYKUHN.

3rigHo 3 NMnatoHoMm, XepedOHT, OANH 3 HAWOAMKYUX | HaNBINbLL BigAAHMX ApY-
3iB CoKpara, BianpaBMBCA Yy CBALLEHHe MicTo [lenbdu A0 OpaKyna n 3anutas
6ora: «4u € Ha cBITi xT0-Hebyab Myapiwmnin 3a Cokpata?» Midis ckasana npo
Cokparta: «Myapun, myapilie, Cokpar e — HanMyApPiLniA i3 BCIX N0AEN.
Take BW3HAHHSA BUHATKOBOI MyAPOCTi NIOAUHM, WO roBopuna npo cebe: «A
3Halo Te, L0 5 HiYOro He 3Hato», MUOOKO Ha HbOro nopisno. Y Billi COpoKa po-
KiB CoKpart BiguyB y cobi NOKNUKaHHA BYMTENs icTUHKU. OcobnnBe 3HaYeHHS
CoKpaT HajaBaB Ni3HaHHt cyTi agobpoyecHocti. 3a CokpaTtom, Aobpouec-
HiCTb — L& 3HaHHA, a 3HAHHA, B NepLly Yepry, — Le camonizHaHHA. MopanbHa
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NOANHA NOBMHHA 3HATW, WO Take AobpoyecHicTb. Mopanb i 3HAHHS i3 LbOrOo
nornaay 36iratTbcs; Ana Toro, W06 6yt A06poYEeCcHUM, HeObXiAHO 3HATK [10-
OPOYECHICTb AK TaKy, AK «3arasbHe», O CNYXUTb OCHOBOIO BCiX OKPEMUX [10-
bpoyecHocTel. BupilueHHo 3aaa4i 3HaXoAeHHsA «3aranbHoro» NoBUHEH OyB,
3a fymkoto CoKpara, cnpuatu oro ocobamnsuin dinocodcbknii metos,.

CoKpart 6yB CynpoOTMBHMKOM [eMOKparii. BiH BiiKpWUTO BMCTynaB npoTu BONi
Hapoay. laeanbHMM yBaxaB NpaBiHHA apuUCTOKpaTil.

Y 399 poui a0 H. e. CoKkpaTta 3BMHYBaTUAN B TOMY, L0 BiH He BU3HAE 6oriB,
AKUM BKNOHAETbCS MICTO, i BBOAMTb iHLWINX, HOBUX OOriB, a TaKoX y po3be-
LieHHi monogi. BiH 6yB npuTArHyTUA A0 cyay W BU3HAHMI BUHHUM. CoKpaTta
Oyn0 3acyeHo 0 CTPaTh OiNbLUICTIO FONOCIB NPUCAKHMX. 33 3aKOHOM 3acy-
MKEHUM HA CMEePTb MaB NPaBO NPOCUTU 3aMiHUTM MOKaPaHHA Ha anbTepHaTn-
BHE TOMY, IKOro BMMara€ o6BuHyBauyeHHs. AkOu CoKkpaT 3anponoHyBaB BU-
FHaHHA, NPUCSXHI He 3anepeyyBann 6. Ane Cokpart BigMoBuBCcA. Yepes Tpu-
ALUATb AHIB NiCNA BUHECEHHA BUPOKY MOro Oyn0 cTpayeHo.

16 Translate the text without a dictionary. Summarize it.

The period in which Socrates lived was called the Golden Age of Athens. He
was the son of Sophroniscus, a sculptor, and Phaenarete, a midwife. During
the early part of his life, he seems to have followed in his father’s footsteps,
working as a sculptor. Socrates was married to Xanthippe (who is often de-
picted as a shrew) and she bore him three sons. Socrates was a student of
Anaxagoras. At first he spent his time studying cosmology but later he de-
voted himself to ethics.

Socrates himself wrote absolutely nothing. Most of our knowledge of his life
and philosophical thought comes from the testimonies of others. The ac-
counts written about him are contradictory. In The Clouds, for example, Aris-
tophanes portrays Socrates as the worst sort of Sophist and as an atheist.
Plato and Xenophon, on the other hand, virtually transform Socrates into a
secular saint and martyr. Moreover, Plato wrote numerous dialogues, using
Socrates as the main character. While some of these dialogues do seem to
represent Socrates’ actual views, in others — particularly in the later dialo-
gues — Plato uses Socrates simply as a mouthpiece for his own philosophi-
cal system.

In the Apology Socrates describes an event that helped to shape his ap-
proach to philosophy. His friend Chaerephon went to the shrine of Apollo at
Delphi and asked the priestess of the shrine whether there was anyone wiser
than Socrates. The priestess, speaking for Apollo, answered that no one was
wiser than Socrates. Upon hearing this story, Socrates set out to prove the
priestess wrong and began to question those in Athens who had a reputa-
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tion for wisdom — politicians, poets and artisans. What he discovered was
that although all these individuals claimed to have wisdom, they actually
possessed very little. Socrates concluded that the goddess was in fact right:
he was much wiser than his fellow citizens because he at least knew how ig-
norant he was, whereas they did not. This affirmation of his own ignorance is
the starting point of Socrates’ philosophy.

In Plato’s early dialogues, the method of argumentation that Socrates uses is
called the elenchos (eh-lenk-us) or examination. In these dialogues we find
him asking questions of others in an attempt to lead them indirectly to the
truth. Socrates’ method serves both a negative as well as a positive function.
Negatively, Socrates is attempting to show the individual with whom he is ar-
guing that the view which he holds is untenable.

On the positive side his goal is to move closer to the eidos or universal defi-
nition of the thing being spoken about. In the Euthyphro, for example, the
subject matter is piety, so he is looking for the eidos of piety — a standard
for determining which actions are pious or impious in all circumstances.
Once we have this standard, he believes, we will possess certain knowledge
(episteme) about right and wrong/good and bad/virtue and vice. And with
this knowledge, he is convinced that happiness is all but inevitable.

The corollary to this view is that all vice, then, must be due to ignorance. No-
body knowingly does what is wrong: they always think that what they are
doing is right. Even the person who performs the most heinous acts imagin-
able always thinks that he is doing them for some good reason.

It follows that Socrates could never accept the possibility of what Aristotle would
call “moral weakness” (acrasia) — that is “knowing the good and yet doing the
evil”. In his view, we deceive ourselves into thinking that the evil we do is actual-
ly good, so that we can justify our wicked actions. In this sense, the evil-doer nei-
ther really knows what the good is nor does he intentionally choose evil.

In the end Socrates believed that the life of virtue (arete) was always in a per-
son’s best interest. He did not think that anyone could be happy in life who
was not also morally good. This fundamental belief is expressed in the fol-
lowing:

I do nothing but go about persuading you all, old and young alike, not to
take thought for your persons or properties, but first and chiefly to care about
the greatest improvement of the soul. | tell you that virtue is not given by mo-
ney, but that from virtue comes money and every other good of man, public
as well as private.

It is the job of the philosopher, therefore, to strip away people’s misconcep-
tions, delusions and self-deceptions in order to bring them to a better un-
derstanding of the good and thus to help them attain the goal that all human
beings desire — happiness (eudaimonia).
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In a nutshell, then, here is a diagram to help you understand how the Socrat-
ic method inevitably leads to happiness:

Elenchos = Eidos = Episteme = Arete = Eudaimonia

17 Translate these famous quotations by Socrates. Which one appeals to you
most of all? Account for your choice. Choose one of them for an essay.

“Thou shouldst eat to live; not live to eat.” “Having the fewest wants, | am
nearest to the gods.” “True knowledge exists in knowing that you know noth-
ing. And in knowing that you know nothing, that makes you the smartest of
all.”

“As for me, all | know is that | know nothing.”

“l know nothing except the fact of my ignorance.”

“The only good is knowledge and the only evil is ignorance.”

“By all means marry; if you get a good wife, you’ll be happy. If you get a bad
one, you’ll become a philosopher.”

“Children today are tyrants. They contradict their parents, gobble their food,
and tyrannize their teachers. “

“Do not do to others what angers you if done to you by others.”

“Not life, but good life, is to be chiefly valued.”

“Remember that there is nothing stable in human affairs; therefore avoid
undue elation in prosperity, or undue depression in adversity. Remember
what is unbecoming to do is also unbecoming to speak of.”

“He is richest who is content with the least.”

“Envy is the ulcer of the soul.”

“l am not an Athenian or a Greek, but a citizen of the world.”

18 Expand on the following:

“But already it is time to depart, for me to die, for you to go on living; which
of us takes the better course, is concealed from anyone except God.” (The
last words of Socrates’ speech to the court following the sentence of death
imposed on him by the Athenians.)

“l decided that it was not wisdom that enabled [poets] to write their poetry,
but a kind of instinct or inspiration, such as you find in seers and prophets
who deliver all their sublime messages without knowing in the least what
they mean.”
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19 Topics for discussion and essay writing:

Socrates — philosopher and martyr.
The Socratic method and doctrines.
¢ The Socrates’ legacy.

o Q

supplementary reading

THE TRIAL

THE TRIAL OF SOCRATES took place in 399 BC when he was nearly 70. The charges
were that he refused to recognise the official gods of the state, that he introduced
new gods and that he corrupted the young. There was a vivid political background
to the trial, but this does not mean that the charges were a sham and that the trial
was really a political one. Socrates was saying the wrong things at the wrong
time.

Plato was at the trial; the Apology (or “defence-speech”) of Socrates which he
wrote a few years afterwards was probably his first work. From a legal point of
view, Socrates’s speech is a miserable performance. He begins by saying that he
has no skill as a speaker; this is a standard rhetorical first move, but in this case
one would have to agree with him, if his aim in speaking were simply to get him-
self acquitted. Almost everything he says to rebut the official charges is either ir-
relevant or else unpersuasive. For example, on the subject of religion he confines
himself to mocking his accuser. He gets him to contradict himself by provoking
him into saying that Socrates is a complete atheist who believes in no gods at all.
But if that were so, Socrates points out, how could he also be guilty of introducing
new gods? To the charge that he has corrupted the young, Socrates makes the
unconvincingly convoluted reply that he cannot intentionally have done any such
thing, since this would have been against his own interests. To corrupt someone
is to harm him, he says, and if you harm someone then he will try to harm you
back. So clearly he would not have risked that. This argument will have persua-
ded nobody.

Socrates knew that his judges were already prejudiced against him by the sland-
ers of Aristophanes, and set out to correct these false impressions. He is not, he
says, a man who teaches for money, like the professional “Sophists” with whom
Aristophanes has confused him. He also tried to dismiss the slander that he
taught people how to win arguments by trickery when they were in the wrong. Far
from it, he protested, for he did not know enough to teach anybody anything.
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This is the main theme of the Apology, which is more of a general defence of his
way of life than a rebuttal of the official charges. The nub of this defence is So-
crates’s claim that he has positively benefited the Athenians by subjecting them
to his philosophical cross-examinations, but that they have failed to realize this
and merely been angered by it, which is why he has ended up on trial for his life.
The superior wisdom of Socrates lies in the fact that he alone is aware of how lit-
tle he knows. Of course, there is a little more to Socrates’s wisdom than just that,
as he is made to admit elsewhere in Plato’s dialogues. Although, he claims, “the
arguments never come out of me; they always come from the person | am talking
with”, he acknowledges that he is “at a slight advantage in having the skill to get
some account of the matter from another’'s wisdom and entertain it with fair
treatment”. He describes himself as an intellectual midwife, whose questioning
delivers the thoughts of others into the light of day. But this skill in elucidation
and debate, which he obviously has in abundance, is not a form of real wisdom
so far as Socrates is concerned. Real wisdom is perfect knowledge about ethical
subjects, about how to live. When Socrates claims ignorance, he means ignor-
ance about the foundations of morality; he is not asserting any general sort of
scepticism about everyday matters of fact. His concern is solely with ethical ref-
lection, and he cannot with a clear conscience abandon his mission to encourage
it in others:

If | say that this would be disobedience to God, and that is why | cannot mind my
own business, you will not believe that | am serious. If on the other hand | tell you
that to let no day pass without discussing goodness and all the other subjects
about which you hear me talking and examining both myself and others is really
the very best thing that a man can do, and that life without this sort of examina-
tion is not worth living, you will be even less inclined to believe me. Nevertheless
that is how it is.

The guardian spirit warned him off any involvement in politics, he says, because
if he had made a public figure of himself, he would have been killed long before
he could have done much good. That is why he chose to minister to the people
privately:

| spend all my time going about trying to persuade you, young and old, to make
your first and chief concern not for your bodies nor for your possessions, but for
the highest welfare of your souls, proclaiming as | go, Wealth does not bring
goodness, but goodness brings wealth and every other blessing, both to the indi-
vidual and to the state.

This persuasion seems to have been rather strident at times. He implies that the
Athenians should be “ashamed that you give your attention to acquiring as much
money as possible, and similarly with reputation and honour, and give no atten-
tion or thought to truth and understanding and the perfection of your soul”. He
must have particularly annoyed them when he said, during his trial, that he
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thought he was doing the Athenians “the greatest possible service” in showing
them the errors of their ways. This was at a stage of the proceedings when he had
already been voted guilty and was required to argue for a suitable penalty, to
counter the prosecution’s proposal that he be put to death. Typically, he treats
this responsibility with irony. What he actually deserves for doing the Athenians
such a service, he says, is not a punishment but a reward. He suggests free meals
for life at the expense of the state. Such an honour was usually reserved for vic-
tors at the Olympic games and suchlike; he has earned it even more than they
have, he says, because “these people give you the semblance of success, but |
give you the reality”. He ends this part of the speech by suggesting a fine instead,
at the instigation of Plato and other friends who offer to pay it for him. But the
Athenians had already lost their patience. They voted for the death penalty by a
larger majority than that by which they had found him guilty. This means that
some of them, having previously found him innocent, were so enraged by his
cheek that they either changed their minds or else decided to get rid of him any-
way.

One story has it that as Socrates was leaving the court, a devoted but dim admirer
called Apollodorus moaned that the hardest thing for him to bear was that So-
crates was being put to death unjustly. What said Socrates, trying to comfort him?
“Would you rather wish | was put to death justly?”
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XENOPHON

THE SON of an upper-class Athenian, Xenophon (c. 428 — c. 354), as a young
man, served in the cavalry during the final years of the Peloponnesian War. He
got to know and admire Socrates, and shared his right-wing oligarchic tastes,
which accounts for Xenophon’s withdrawal from Athens after the oligarchic re-
volution of the Thirty had been overthrown, and democracy was restored.

At the time of Socrates’ execution, Xenophon was politically compromised at
home because of his oligarchic views, and the Athenians sentenced him, in ab-
sentia, to banishment, involving the confiscation of his property. In 396 — 394
he served as one of the senior commanders of the King of Sparta. When he set-
tled at Sparta the Spartans gave him an estate at Scillus, where he spent many
years hunting and writing. But the battle of Leuctra removed Scillus from Spar-
ta’s control, and the family moved to the Isthmus of Corinth. In c. 365 relations
between the Spartans and Athenians having improved, Xenophon was able to re-
turn to Athens, which had cancelled his sentence of exile.

The works relating to Socrates fall into a special category of his writings. The
Apology describes Socrates’ conduct before, during and after his trial, and endea-
vours to show that he was a man of great worth, who should never have been
condemned to die.

The Symposium invents discussions at an imaginary party held at the house of
the younger Callias. In 371 Callias, by then a man of advanced years arranged the
peace between Athens and Sparta that bears his name.

Household Management (Oeconomicus), professes to reproduce discussions in
which Socrates offered advice about household affairs and the behaviour of
wives; the essay is designed to exhibit the virtues of a country gentleman. The
work known since the Renaissance as The Memoirs (Memorabilia), curiously
combines its defence of Socrates with discussions on education, wealth and do-
mestic management, which were subjects that had never occupied the philoso-
pher’s attention.

Xenophon was very proud to have known Socrates, although he was not a se-
rious student. What he later had to say about his hero is just invention. A mild,
prosaic, prudent, robustly common-sensical, commonplace Socrates emerges, re-
flecting, all too often, the known tastes and limitations of Xenophon himself. Xe-
nophon is also eager to plunge into the already abundant literary controversies
about Socrates’ trial and death, refuting by implication a certain Polycrates, who
had asserted that Socrates only got what he deserved.

As for Xenophon’s surviving writings which do not concentrate on Socrates, the
earliest of these pieces is The Spartan Constitution, written in c. 388. Here Xeno-
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phon expresses admiration for the stable governmental system of the Spartans,
who had given him his home at Scillus.

The March Up Country (Anabasis), completed in 377 is a vivid account of the ex-
pedition of the Greek mercenaries to help Cyrus the younger against Artaxerxes
[T Mnemon.

The Education of Cyrus is in effect one of the earliest of many Greek treatises “On
Kingship”. It is a sort of historical novel, with Cyrus II the Great of Persia (559—
529) as its model hero; and Xenophon, while expressing admiration for the mo-
narch and for the other Cyrus the younger with whom he had served, takes the
opportunity to express his own views on authority, organization, moral reform
and family life. For centuries this discussion was regarded as his masterpiece.
The Hiero seems to constitute a postcript to The Education of Cyrus. It takes the
form of a dialogue between Hiero I of Syracuse and the poet Simonides of Ceos,
who visited his court; the two men discuss whether an autocrat can lead a happy
life and gain his subjects’ support. This is possible that the poorer a tyrant’s sub-
jects are, the more submissive they will be.

Xenophon'’s Hellenica is a Greek history, in seven books, covering the period from
411 to 362, and professing to continue Thucydides. It was written at intervals
between c. 403 and the years after 362, and its contents reflect the author’s plac-
es of residence at those various epochs. Although he is not a Spartan propagan-
dist, his sources and tastes exhibit a pro-Spartan bias. The Second Athenian
League, for example, is omitted altogether; and his concluding gloom about the
hopeless situation after the battle of Mantinea is motivated by Sparta’s downfall.
Moreover there is too little emphasis on Epaminondas and too much on Agesi-
laus II.

On Ways and Means or On Revenues proposes practical methods of increasing
Athens’ resources by the encouragement of commercial and industrial enterpri-
ses, according to a somewhat free version of the sensible, peace-orientated poli-
cies of the financier-politician Eubulus. The work seems to refer to the Third Sa-
cred War, which started in 356. Xenophon had written earlier On Hunting, and
now came On Horsemanship and the Hipparchicus. Both these essays are profes-
sionally competent contributions to military science, written during an epoch
when that subject was fashionable.

Xenophon's versatility was impressive — indeed he spread himself too widely. A
man of deep reactionary political tastes, he held a simple belief in the virtues of
strong leadership, which accounts for the various treatises in which he glorifies
powerful leaders. As regards military life, he was not a soldier by training, but
acquired considerable expert knowledge, especially in cavalry tactics, and this
appears in the writings mentioned above. About the desirability of discipline
among the troops he held rigorous views, but combined them with great sympa-
thy towards ordinary soldiers, to whose day-by-day existences he devoted care-
ful attention.
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After his military career was over, he lived the life of an affluent landowner and
the rural activities involved in such a position absorbed most of his interests. As
a historian and continuator of Thucydides, the Hellenica showed Xenophon's de-
ficiencies all too clearly — although his eye for a good scene and story cannot be
denied, and received greatly admired illustration in his March Up Country (Ana-
basis). But in contrast to his mediocre performance as a general historian On
Ways and Means, even if not wholly practical in its interpretation of Eubulus’ pol-
icies, shows a reasonable assessment of what might currently be done at Athens.

Xenophon was a generous, philanthropic man with an essentially optimistic out-
look, but his frequent bouts of earnest moralizing reflect a lightweight amalgam
of banal prejudice and pious superstition. Nevertheless, this same popular ethi-
cal uplift, conveyed in lucid, intelligible prose and sometimes gripping narrative,
made him readable, and many Romans so warmly admired his combination of an
active public life with literary achievement that he became the most popular of
all Athenian prose writers.

exercises

1  Transcribe the following words. Pay attention to the stress:

To condemn, reform, to profess, to constitute, essay, postscript, renaissance,
autocrat, controversy, epoch.

2 Give Ukrainian equivalents of the following expressions:

An upper-class Athenian; to share right-wing tastes; to be politically com-
promised; to arrange a peace; to plunge into literary controversies; a stable
system of government; a vivid account; to exhibit a pro-Spartan bias; sensi-
ble, peace-oriented politics; to show a reasonable assessment; popular eth-
ical uplift conveyed in lucid intelligible prose.
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Find in the text English equivalents to the following Ukrainian expressions:

KoHdicKalia maHa; Ma€eTOK; CKacyBaT BUPOK; BUrajaHuii; BUMUCEN; CMPO-
CTOBYBaTW; enoxa BigpomeHHA; y AINCHOCTI, Y CYTHOCTI; iCTOPUYHUIN POMaH;
BMpaxatu CBOI NOrnAan; ABip; OAEepKaTU NiATPUMKY MigAaHUX; MOKiPHUNA;
onucyBaTu, BUCBITNOBATA Nepiof 3 ... MO ...; €Noxa; NPuUCcTpPacTb, HE06 EKTUB-
HiCTb; Kpax, nafiHHAa Cnaptu; 36inbluyBaT NPUOYTKK; CNPUAHHSA TOPTOBUM i
NPOMMUCIOBUM MNifNPUEMCTBAM; 6aratoCTOPOHHICTb; NPOCNABAATUA MOFYTHIX
npaBuUTENiB, BOX/iB; AOTPUMYBATUCSA CTPOrUX NornaaiB; 6aratmin semnesnac-
HWUK; AEMOHCTPYBATV HEAONMIKN; Ha BiAMIHY Bi; ynepemKeHHA U penirinHi 3a-
60060HM; 3axontoloYe onoBigaHHA.

Answer the following questions to check how carefully you have read the
text:

What do we know about Xenophon’s life?

What were Xenophon’s political opinions?

Which works by Xenophon fall into a special category? What are they? What
is the plot?

How is Socrates presented in Xenophon’s historical writings?

What is Xenophon’s Anabasis devoted to?

What problems are raised in Xenophon’s writings the Education of Cyrus and
the Hiero?

What do we know about Xenophon’s Hellenica?

Did Xenophon limit himself only to history? lllustrate your answer.

How can Xenophon’s work be assessed? What was his contribution to the
further development of historiography?

Decide whether the following statements are true or false; correct the
wrong ones:

Xenophon was a helot.

Xenophon was an eyewitness of the Peloponnesian War.

Xenophon was a democrat and he was exiled from Athens by the oligarchic
government of the Thirty Tyrants.

Xenophon’s historical writings are free from bias and invention.

Xenophon was one of Socrates’ devoted disciples but unlike Plato and oth-
ers he didn’t write anything about his great teacher.
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Xenophon shared pro-Spartan views though he was an Athenian.
Oecommicus, a treatise on the revenues of Athens, is designed to show how
the public revenue of Athens may be improved.

Xenophon only mentioned the facts without any critical approach and specu-
lation.

Substitute the words and phrases in italics with the active vocabulary
from the text:

Xenophon, the son of an Athenian aristocrat held with Socrates’ right-wing
oligarchic tastes, which provides an explanation for his withdrawal from
Athens after the restoration of democracy.

Xenophon was condemned to be exiled, involving deprivation of private own-
ership.

When Xenophon settled in Sparta the Spartans gave him a manor at Scillus.
Xenophon was very proud to have known Socrates but what he later had to
say about him is just figment.

Xenophon is eager to carry on the already plentiful polemics on Socrates’ tri-
al and death.

Xenophon admired the steady system of government in Sparta.

Anabasis by Xenophon is a colorful description of the expedition of the
Greek mercenaries to help Cyrus the younger against Artaxerxes Il.

The Education of Cyrus is virtually one of the earliest of many Greek treatises
“On Kingship”.

In the Hiero Xenophon speculates whether a dictator can lead a happy life
and secure his citizens’ backing.

Hellenica’s contents reflect the author’s places of residence at various pe-
riods.

Xenophon was not a Spartan propagandist but his sources and tastes dis-
play a pro-Spartan prejudice.

On Revenues proposes practical methods of augmenting Athens’ wealth by
the boosting of commercial and industrial ventures according to a free ver-
sion of the reasonable, peaceful policies of Eubulus.

Xenophon’s polygonality was impressive.

When Xenophon retired he lived the life of a rich landlord.

As a historian and successor of Thucydedes the Hellenica showed Xeno-
phon’s failures all too clearly.
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7  Fillin the blanks with the given words and phrases:

Mercenaries, barbarian, epoch, to increase resources, autocrat, to have an
eye for, military, to profess, prejudice, to immortalize, charge of irreligion, ro-
bustly common-sensical, superstition, deficiencies, desirability of discipline,
commonplace, bias, to elevate, revenues, to cover, downfall, treatise, to occu-
py attention, court, subjects, skirmishes, panegyric, rigorous views, prudent,
to gain support, to deny.

The Anabasis, a history of the expedition of the Younger Cyrus, and of the re-

treat of the Greek who formed part of his army. This work has
Xenophon. It was the first work which made the Greeks acquainted

with some portions of the Persian Empire, and it showed the of that

extensive monarchy. The of the retreating Greeks with their ene-

mies, and the battles with some of the tribes, are not such events

as the work to the character of a history.

The Hellenica is divided into seven books, and the forty-eight years

of the when the History of Thucydides ends to the battle of Manti-

nea which marked Sparta’s .

The Agesilaus is a on Agesilaus Il, king of Sparta, the friend of Xe-

nophon.

The Hipparchicus is a on the duties of a commander of cavalry, con-

taining military precepts. About the among the troops Xenophon

held

The Respublica Lacedaemoniorum is a on the Spartan states, and

the Atheniensium on the Athenian States.

The De Vectigalibus, a treatise on the of Athens, is designed to

show how to Athens’ .

The Memorabilia of Socrates, in four books, was written by Xenophon to de-

fend the memory of his master against the of and of cor-

rupting the Athenian youth.. It is entirely a practical work which combines its
defense of Socrates with discussions on the subjects which have never
the philosopher’s Lt to show Socrates as he

taught.
The Apology of Socrates is a short speech, containing the reasons which in-
duced Socrates to prefer death to life. Socrates emerges as a person
and a mouthpiece of Xenophon’s tastes and limitations.
The Hiero is a dialogue between King Hiero and Simonides, who visited his
in which the king speaks of the dangers and difficulties incident to
an exalted station, and the superior happiness of a private man. The two
men discuss whether an can lead a happy life and his
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The Hellenica the period from 411 to 362 and exhibits a pro-Spartan

. It can’t be that Xenophon had an for a good scene and
story but his frequent bouts of earnest moralizing reflect a lightweight amal-
gam of banal and pious

Insert the missing prepositions wherever necessary:

Four ... Xenophon’s works purport to record actual conversations ... Socrates,
whom he had known as a young man. ... the Anabasis, Xenophon consulted
... his decision to join Cyrus. Socrates, advised him to consult the oracle of
Delphi, as it was a hazardous matter ... him to enter the service ... Cyrus, who
was considered to be the friend of the Lacedaemonians and the enemy ...
Athens. Xenophon went to Delphi, but he did not ask the god whether he
should go or not; he probably had made up his mind. He merely inquired ...
what gods he should sacrifice so that he might be successful in his intended
enterprise. Socrates was not satisfied ... his pupil’s mode ... consulting the
oracle; but as he had got an answer, he told ... him to go. He tells ... us frank-
ly that Socrates rebuked him ... this evasion, and that is all we know ... their
discussion. If there had been more to tell, Xenophon would have told it, for
he was not averse ... talking ... himself. ... this time Xenophon was ... thirty,
and Socrates had passed ... before his return ... Asia. Several ... the Socratic
conversations he records are ... subjects we know Xenophon was specially
interested and the views he offers ... them are just those he elsewhere ex-
presses ... his own name or ... the mouth of Cyrus ... the Cyropadia. Accor-
dingly, no one appeals ... such works as Oeconomicus ... evidence regarding
the historical Socrates. His Apology and Symposium are similarly disre-
garded as sources ... information ... Socrates.

Insert the missing articles wherever necessary:

Since ... eighteenth century, however, it has been customary to make ... ex-
ception in favor of ... single work, ... Memorabilia, composed by ... exiled Xe-
nophon with ... professed intention of showing that Socrates was not irreli-
gious, and that, so far from corrupting the young, he did them ... great deal
of good by his conversations. It makes sense that... eighteenth century
should have preferred ... Socrates of ... Memorabilia to that of ... Platonic di-
alogues, for he comes nearer to their idea of what ... philosopher ought to
be. In other respects it is hard to see what there is to recommend Xenophon.
It is recognized that he is far from being ... trustworthy historian, and ... Cy-
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ropaedia shows his turn for philosophical romance. It is methodologically
unsound to isolate ... Memorabilia from Xenophon’s other Socratic writings,
unless there are strong reasons to do so. Thus, since it is impossible to get
anything like ... complete picture of Socrates from ... Memorabilia alone, Xe-
nophon supporters fill their outline with Plato’s account.

Translate the following sentences from Ukrainian into English using the
active vocabulary:

Binomo, wo KceHodoHT noxoans 3 adiHCbKOT apUCTOKPATUYHOT poaMHM. BiH
6yB yuHem Cokparta 1 npogoBxyBadem ®ykigina. barato cBoix npaub KceHo-
(OOHT NpUCBATUB CBOEMY BYMTENEBi, ane Bce, Wo HanucaHo npo Cokpata, —
BMMUCEN.

Y monopocti KceHoOHT cnyKunB y KaBanepii B 0CTaHHi poku [enonoHHeCbKoT
BiiHK, BpaB y4acTb B eKCneanLil rpeLbKuX HaMaHLiB npotk ApTtakcepkca ll,
Konu Knp Monoawwmii BUpilLMB NocicTi Ha nepcbKuin TpoH. Hapani wi noaii 6y-
nW BiaOUTI B Moro TpaKTaTi «AHabacic».

KceHodhoHT po3ainas npaBi aBTopuTapHi nornaan Cokpara.

Byayun niogmHoo rMmuboKo peakLinHux noniTuYHUxX nornsaais, KceHodhoHT 6yB
NPUCYAXKEeHUN A0 BUTHAHHA 3 AdiH 3 KOH(iCKaLi€lo MaHa Nicns yCyHEHHS
Bnaaun Tpnauatbox Tupaxis.

Mpaui KceHodoHTa BpaxatoTb CBOIM PisHOMaHITTAM. TBOpU, WO AiMWAKX Nif
MOro imeHem, NPUIMHATO AiNUTA HA TaKi rpynu: 1) icTopuyHi: «AHabacic», «lc-
Topin peuii», «Arecinai», «Kiponeais»; 2) dinocodcbki: «Cnoraam npo Cok-
pata», «3axuct Cokpara Ha cyai», «[JomocTpoi», «beHKeT», «iepoH»; 3) no-
NiTUYHI: «[lepaBHuin ycTpint Cnaptu», «[lepxaBHuii yctpin AdiH», «MprubyTku
(ATTUKW)»; 4) AMAAKTUYHI: «[innapxik», «[po BepxoBy i34y», «KiHeretnk».
«[iepoH» — pianor, y AKOMy cupakry3bkun TupaH llepoH Il onucye noety Cu-
MOHIZy BaXKe CTaHOBMLLE TAKOro Bonoaaps, AK BiH, a CMUMOHIA yKa3sye nomy
3ac00U, AKUMU BiH BCe-TaKuM Moxe 3100yTv nob6oB i NiaTpUMKy nigaaHux. Tyt
KceHohoHT BUCNOBAOE NPUNYLLLEHHSA, WO YUM BigHile nigaaHi, TMM BOHU Mno-
KipHiLwe.

Y «[epwxaBHomy yctpoi CnapTu» aBTOp OMWUCYE CnapTaHCbKi yCTaHOBW, BCTa-
HoBneHi Jlikyprom, y sakux KceHodoHT Bbayae inean aepwasHoro naay. Ha-
cnpasji X y yacu KceHooHTa cnapTaHLi AaneKo Bifiiwnam Bia Lboro igeany.
Y TpakTarti «[pnbytku» KceHothoHT aae nopaan adiHaHam, aK 36inbIUTK Aep-
¥aBHi NPUOYTKN LWNAXOM 30inblUEHHS YMCNa MEeTEKIB, fIKi CNnavyioTb NOAATOK,
abo WnsAxom po3pobKM cpibHMX PYAHUKIB 33 AONOMOrol pabcbKoT npatli.
3aKiHYMBLLWN BOEHHY Kap'epy, KceHOdOHT cTaB 6aratum 3emneBnacHUKOM.

Y npausx KceHothoHTa 6arato HeponikiB, 6aHanbHUX 3ab6000HIB, penirinHnx
MapHOBIpCTB, BUMUCAY. Ane He MOXHa 3anepedyBaTu ToW (akT, wo BiH OyB
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npeKpacHUM onoBsigadem. Moro 3axonnioodi TBOPU HANMCaHO YiTKOI 1 3po-
3yMiNnot MOBOI0.

11 Translate from Ukrainian into English:

I be3scymHiBHUM (haKTOM i3 mepworo nepioay xutra KceHodoHTa € Moro 3Ha-
nomctBo i3 CokpaTtom; 36epernocsa HaBiTb onoBigaHHs (BTiM, moxe OyTn BU-
raiaHum) npo Te, Ak Biabynocs ue 3HanomctBo. CoKkpar HibUTO oaHOro pasy
3ycTpiB KceHooHTa y BY3bKOMY MPOBY/KY, 3aropoanB MOMY LUAAX LiNKOM i
3anuTaB, Ae NpoaarTbCA pi3Hi TcTiBHi npunacu. Konn KceHodoHT Bignosis,
CoKpart 3annTaB MOro 3HOBY Npo Te, e Nan pobnatecs aobpoyecHumu. Kee-
HOMOHT He 3HaB, Lo BignosicTK. Toai Cokpar cKa3aBs: «Y TaKOMy BMMNAAKY MaK
3i MHOIO 1 yumncay».

Il «lcTopis lpeuii» (B 7 KHMrax) MictTutb y cobi onnc nofin 3 411 POKy A0 GUTBY
nig MaHTUHe€E BKAOYHO (362 piK). Llel TBip po3naaaeTbca Ha ABi, Pi3Hi 3a
MaHepoIo BUKNAAy, YacTuHK. lepwa 4yacTMHa € NPOAOBKEHHAM He3aKiHYeHOoT
icTopii ®yKinina; nounHaeTbCA BOHA 6€3 BCTyNy, 3 TOFO MOMEHTY, Ha AIKOMY 3Yy-
nuHneca OyKigia. Buknaa — KOPOTKUIN, CyXMIA, Y XPOHONOTIYHHOMY NOPAAKY, AK
y Oykigiga. [lpyra 4actuHa, WO NOYMHAETLCA i3 NpaBAiHHA TpuauATK, HaBna-
KW, BUPI3HAETbCA XMBUM, AOKNAAHUM, ACKPABMM BMKNAAOM, i3 HaBeAEHHAM
6aratbox, HepiaKo AOBruX, MPOMOB. leplia YacTMHa NOPIBHAHO 00’€KTUBHA,
ane B [pyriv BifYyBa€TbCA BeNMKa NpuUcTpactb aBTopa Ao Cnapti, ocobamBo
A0 TaK WaHoBaHOro HUM Arecunato, i Bopoxe ctaBneHHsa ao dis.

Il «Kiponegis» (To6To BUxoBaHHA Kipa) — Le CBOro poay iCTOpUYHUIA POMaAH, B
AKOMY poO3noBifaeTbca npo Te, AK BuxoByBaBcA Kip Crapwuin, 3aCHOBHUK
MepcbKOro LapcTBa, AK BiH BMPI3HMBCA cepej iHWKX AK AepXaBHUW Aiad,
nonKoBoAelb i uap. |[cTopnyHi pakT TyT NepeKpyyeHo A0 KPamHOCTi; HEMAE
HaBiTb JOCTOBIPHOrO 300paXeHHA NePCbKUX ifen i 3BMYaiB; cKopille e —
MOXBaNbHE CI0BO COKPATIBCbKMM NPUHLKNAM i cnapTaHCbKii npaktuui; Kip
cam — HanonoBuHy Cokpart, HanonoBuHy Arecunan. Y pumnsaH, y BizaHtiiny
HoBin €sponi XVII ctonitra «Kiponegia» mana BeAMKUI ycnix i cnpuymMHmuna
noABY YMcneHHMx pinocodcbKMx pomaHiB. [AnA HaC BOHa LjiKaBa TOMY, WO Xa-
paKTepPU3yeE NONITUYHI, MOpanbHi n neaarorivyHi ineann KceHodoHTta 1 cnyrye
CBiZIOLTBOM MOr0 3aX0MNNEHHS CXiAHUM NoBYyTOM i 3BUYaAMM.
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12 Translate the text without a dictionary. Summarize it.

An Athenian, the son of Gryllus, Xenophon was born about 444 BC. In his
early life he was a pupil of Socrates; but the turning point in his career came
when he decided to serve in the Greek contingent raised by Cyrus against Ar-
taxerxes in 401. Xenophon himself mentions the circumstances under which
he joined this army. Proxenus, a friend of Xenophon, was already with Cyrus,
and he invited Xenophon to come to Sardis, and promised to introduce him
to the Persian prince. He accompanied Cyrus into Upper Asia. In the battle of
Cunaxa (401 BC.) Cyrus lost his life, his barbarian troops were dispersed, and
the Greeks were left alone on the wide plains between the Tigris and the
Euphrates. It was after the treacherous massacre of Clearchus and others of
the Greek commanders by the Persian satrap Tissaphernes that Xenophon
came forward. He had held no command in the army of Cyrus, nor had he, in
fact, served as a soldier, yet he was elected one of the generals, and took
the principal part in conducting the Greeks in their memorable retreat along
the Tigris over the high table-lands of Armenia to Trapezus (Trebizond) on the
Black Sea. From Trapezus the troops were conducted to Chrysopolis, which is
opposite to Byzantium. The Greeks were in great distress, and some of them
under Xenophon entered the service of Seuthes, king of Thrace. As the Lace-
daemonians under Thimbrou (or Thibron) were now at war with Tissaphernes
and Pharnabazus, Xenophon and his troops were invited to join the army of
Thimbron, and Xenophon led them back out of Asia to join Thimbron (399).
Xenophon, who was very poor, mad an expedition into the plain of the Cai-
cus with his troops before they joined Thimbrou, to plunder the house and
property of a Persian named Asidates. The Persian, with his women, child-
ren, and all his movables, was seized, and Xenophon, by this robbery, reple-
nished his empty pockets (Anab. 7:8, 23). He tells the story himself, and is
evidently not ashamed of it.

In other ways also he showed himself the prototype of an adventurous lead-
er of condottieri, with no ties of country or preference of nationality. He
formed a scheme for establishing a town with the Ten Thousand on the
shores of the Euxine; but it fell through. He joined the Spartans, as has been
seen, and he continued in their service even when they were at war with
Athens. Agesilaus, the Spartan, was commanding the Lacedaemonian forces
in Asia against the Persians in 396, and Xenophon was with him at least dur-
ing part of the campaign. When Agesilaus was recalled (394), Xenophon ac-
companied him, and he was on the side of the Lacedaemonians in the battle
which they fought at Coronea (394) against the Athenians. As a natural con-
sequence a decree of exile was passed against him at Athens. It seems that
he went to Sparta with Agesilaus after the battle of Coronea, and soon after
he settled at Scillus in Elis, not far from Olympia, a spot of which he has giv-
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en a description in the Anabasis. Here he was joined by his wife, Philesia,
and his children. His children were educated in Sparta.

Xenophon was now a Lacedaemonian so far as he could become one. His
time during his long residence at Scillus was employed in hunting, writing,
and entertaining his friends; and perhaps the Anabasis and part of the Hel-
lenica were composed here. The treatise on hunting and that on the horse
were probably also written during this time, when amusement and exercise
of this kind formed part of his occupation. On the downfall of the Spartan
supremacy, at Leuctra in 371, Xenophon was at last expelled from his quite
retreat at Scillus by the Elans, after remaining there about twenty years. The
sentence of banishment from Athens was repealed on the motion of Eubu-
lus, but it is uncertain in what year. There is no evidence that Xenophon ever
returned to Athens. He is said to have retired to Corinth after his expulsion
from Scillus, and as we know nothing more, we assume that he died there
some time around 357.

13 Translate these famous quotations by Xenophon. Choose one you like most
of all and develop the idea in the essay of your own.

“The sweetest of all sounds is praise.”

“The true test of a leader is whether his followers will adhere to his cause
from their own volition, enduring the most arduous hardships without being
forced to do so, and remaining steadfast in the moments of greatest peril.”
“There is small risk a general will be regarded with contempt by those he
leads, if, whatever he may have to preach, he shows himself best able to
perform.”

“Wherever magistrates were appointed from among those who complied
with the injunctions of the laws, Socrates considered the government to be
an aristocracy.”

“Excess of grief for the dead is madness; for it is an injury to the living, and
the dead know it not.”

“A man’s praises have very musical and charming accents in the mouth of
another, but sound very flat and untunable in his own.”

“Policy goes beyond strength, and contrivance before action; hence it is that
direction is left to the commander, and execution to the soldier, who is not
to ask Why? but to do what he is commanded.”
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14 Debate the proposition of John W. Gardner:

“History never looks like history when you are living through it. It always
looks confusing and messy, and it always feels uncomfortable.”

15 Topics for discussion and essay writing:

Xenophon’s writings on Socrates.
Xenophon'’s life and career.
¢ Xenophon — a historian and continuator of Thucydides.

o o

PAGE 46



PLATO

PLATO (c. 420—347) belonged to an Athenian family that was aristocratic on
both sides. After aspiring to become a poet, he became an adherent of Socrates
and devoted himself to philosophy. He took some part in political life during the
oligarchic revolution of the Thirty. But the subsequent democratic restoration,
followed by the traumatic experience of Socrates’ condemnation to death, in-
spired him with disgust for democracy and for politics in general. So with some
of his fellow students he took refuge with the philosopher Euclides of Megara. In
387 Plato visited the Pythagorean philosopher, mathematician and political lea-
der Archytas at Taras, and Dionysius I of Syracuse in Sicily. On his way back to
Greece, he may have been detained at Aegina, and released only after paying a
ransom. After returning home, he instituted his Academy outside Athens, and
spent most of the rest of his life teaching within its precincts. Plato wrote a lot of
works.

Plato’s Republic, Statesman and Laws can be grouped together as his major state-
ments on political matters. The monumental work known to us as the Republic
amalgamates ethics and politics and metaphysics in a spirit of creative crusading
passion. The ostensible theme is justice: what is it, and can we show that it is al-
ways beneficial to its possessor? Can we show that moral distinctions are based
upon a rational principle?

Plato answers the questions by describing an imaginary state, to be regarded as
the embodiment of justice, under the direction of a governing class, the guar-
dians, presided over by a philosophical ruler, the “philosopher-king”. This state,
which should be neither too rich nor too poor, must be based on the provision of
an excellent education to the members of its dominant class, continually expos-
ing them to the Good. Under Pythagorean influence, Plato believed that the ma-
thematical sciences, led by arithmetic, should form the most prominent feature
of this training. As regards other subjects, traditional modes of music and gym-
nastical methods must be preferred to novelties, as part of a general policy of
shunning cultural innovation and licence. For that leads inevitably to social and
political licence; seeing that art involves a kind of imitation, and imitation is not
reality and can encourage further imitation, in the form of bad behaviour.

Justice in the state, he asserts, consists of the performance, by each of the three
classes or castes of citizens, of its own proper functions. They include — in addi-
tion to the first, governing class of guardians — the auxiliaries, and the Third
Class, or populace, consisting of farmers, traders, artisans and so forth. The edu-
cation of this last group of people corresponds with their inferior status, since it
will be restricted to the instruction that they need in order to perform their own
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defined tasks; and in order to induce them to accept this inferior role in society it
will be necessary to tell them “noble” lies.

And then Plato goes on to develop his familiar analogy between the state and the
human soul: the state is merely the soul, since, ethics cannot be distinguished
from politics. The soul, like the community, possesses three parts, reason, the
will and sensation. And just as the guardians have the task of ruling the state, so
reason ought to rule the soul.

The work ends with another myth of Plato’s own, the Myth of Er. He is a hero
who was slain in battle and returns to tell his tale, offering a vision of the destiny
of the just and unjust in the afterlife, so as to show, once and for all, that justice is
not merely an arbitary conception, but part of the structure of the universe.

The Laws takes up Plato’s plan for the best constitution of a city, jettisoning cer-
tain of his earlier and most obviously hypothetical conclusions, in favour of a
second-best state. The Republic’s emphasis on education is reaffirmed, and the
unity achieved by communism, too, remains a theoretical ideal, but is in practice
abandoned, the family and its private property being recognized, subject to
stringent regulations.

Plato’s writings are famous for their presentation of Socrates, although nothing
they say about him can be regarded as authentic since Plato was not trying to re-
count historical facts about Socrates but to honour his thoughts and his career as
a framework and background for his own philosophical opinions. And in so
doing he erected the greatest literary monument any disciple has ever dedicated
to his master. His earliest pieces were largely designed to refute the charges, put
forward at Socrates’ trial, that he had been guilty of impiety and had corrupted
Athenian youth. But many of these early dialogues also raise philosophical issues
by bold, thought-provoking questions which only receive inconclusive or oblique
or paradoxical answers. Plato’s second group of writings goes deeper into logical
and metaphysical theory. In his final works, they offer monologues.

Socrates, by his questioning methods, had attempted to demonstrate the para-
dox that virtue, moral goodness, is knowledge, and Plato tried to explain what
goodness is, and what kind of soul becomes good by understanding this. So-
crates’ insistence on absolute standards was what impressed Plato, who also ab-
sorbed the Pythagorean convictions that there is a divine and unchanging reality
transcending our senses, and that the soul is a fallen deity imprisoned in the
body but capable, eventually, of realizing its divine character after death.

Such were the influences behind Plato’s Theory of Forms (Ideas), which pervaded
so much of his thinking. These Forms are permanent, eternal realities, in con-
trast to the shifting, imperfect, material phenomena of the senses that echo and
“participate in” them, or “imitate” them. There are Forms corresponding to every
universal or general conception, but they are crowned by the Form of the Good,
the supreme reality which provides the source and foundation of all the others
— the objective standard by which knowledge is made possible, and men and
women are enabled to govern their lives.
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In his later works Plato shows that the Forms are apprehended by the Soul,
which is their ultimate partner both in the macrocosm, which is God, the cause
and explanation of the universe, and in the microcosm, which is the individual
human soul. This human soul is far more real than the body and, being immortal,
has always existed and will continue to exist in Pythagorean transmigrations. It
is the soul, which bridges the gulf between unchanging reality and the changing
world. And the health of the soul is the natural end of all movement and endea-
vour, so that his work laid the foundation of the “teleology” which plays so prom-
inent a part in Aristotle and much subsequent European thought.

Although Plato was anxious to provide a rational, intellectual foundation for
these views, he was the sponsor of idealism: the doctrine of a material world
formed and governed by something non-material, so that behind perceived phe-
nomena there is a true, eternal, unchanging reality. It is this idealistic conviction
that has earned Plato overwhelming influence on the philosophical and religious
thought of the later western world. With him began the central tradition of meta-
physics; and he was also the forerunner of analytical philosophy.

No thinker before him had undertaken such a majestically wide-ranging survey
of humankind and the universe. And yet, as the bewildering diversity of his writ-
ings suggests, he was the least systematic and most exploratory of philosophers.
Moreover, much of what he said or made his speakers say seems unacceptable or
even preposterous; and it can never be assumed that Plato, failed to realize it
himself. None the less, his eloquent advocacies have compelled searchers after
the truth, throughout the ages, to turn back to him again and again.

In the Republic and the Laws Plato insists that people must be governed by Rea-
son. Since that is not their natural inclination, they must be compelled, to move
in the required direction, by the enforcement of controls. It is not people’s natu-
ral inclination, Plato realized, to obey the promptings of Reason, because they
are dominated by emotion instead. In consequence of this, he sees the training of
the emotions as one of the most important functions of education, a function in
which the teaching of art, music and poetry has to be scrupulously regulated.
This is the necessity that made him insist on the cultural censorship.

Such coercive guidance seems undemocratic, but Plato was not a democrat. Al-
though all forms of current politics incurred his disgust — since they were based
on no absolute moral standard — and although he was humane and acute
enough to note that increasing contrasts between wealth and poverty breed civil
strife, his basic attitude remains opposed to democracy, displaying an aristocrat-
ic contempt for manual workers and slaves and barbarians.

Men are irredeemably unequal, it appeared to him; so educators are best advised
to concentrate on the training of an elite — not of the masses which made up a
democracy. And he felt a powerful distaste for what he regarded as the extreme
democracy that governed Athens — the evil system that had executed Socrates,
although later, paradoxically enough, this same system enabled Plato himself to
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teach in uninhibited safety for many decades, and to teach anti-democratic doc-
trines at that.

exercises

1 Transcribe the following words. Pay attention to the stress:

Adherent, artisan, refuge, hypothetical, precincts, microcosm, caste, macro-
cosm, auxiliary, advocacy, elite, ostensible.

2 Find in the text English equivalents to the following Ukrainian expressions:

3HanT NPUTYNOK; 3aapeluToByBaT, BpaTy nig BapTy; cnnadvyBaTi BUKYM; BTi-
NEeHHA CnpaBefAnBOCTi; NPaBAAYMM Kac; NPOCTUIA HApog, Macu; TOProBLi i
PEMICHUKN; KepyBaTW AEPaBOl; CNpaBeanBiCTb; CNpaBeaInBUin; Hecnpa-
BEANMBUIA; NOTONOIYHE XUTTA; pa3 i Ha3aBXAW; BiAKMAATU paHillie 3pobneHi
BMCHOBKMW; NMpMBATHa BAACHICTb; AOCTOBIpHWI; BMKAAAATM iCTOPUYHI daKTu;
CMPOCTOBYBATM 0OBMHYBAYEHHA; HEPYXOMA BiYHA peanbHa CYTHICTb; L0 3Mi-
HIOETbCA; HEAOCKOHANNIA MaTepianbHUI CBiT; 6naro; 3aknaaaTm OCHOBY; NPO-
BiCHMK aHaniTMyHoTl cinocodii; abcypaHa, 6e3rnysana Teopis; BHACNif0K; npu-
MYCOBMIN; MOPOAXKYBATM MiXyCoOWLi; BUpaxaTh Npe3npcTBo; PobIiTHUK di3uny-
HOT npayi; Bapeapu.

3 Give Ukrainian equivalents of the following expressions:

In a spirit of creative crusading passion; general policy of shunning cultural
innovations and licence; social and political licence; to correspond with the
inferior status; arbitrary conception; subject to stringent regulations; to raise
philosophical issues by bold, thought-provoking questions; a divine and un-
changing reality; eloquent advocacy; increasing contrast between wealth
and poverty; irredeemably unequal.
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Answer the following questions to check how carefully you have read the
text:

What do we know about Plato’s life?

What were Plato’s political views? What was his attitude to democracy?

What problems are raised in Plato’s Republic?

What is justice according to Plato? How did Plato imagine an ideal state?
What emphasis did Plato place on education? What are the functions of edu-
cation?

What was Plato’s attitude to art, manual labour, property?

What analogy did Plato draw between the state and the human soul?

What is The Laws by Plato devoted to? How did Plato’s first-best state differ
from the second one?

What are Plato’s writings famous for? Why can’t we take anything written in
them for granted?

In what way do Plato’s early works on Socrates differ from the later ones?
How did Plato develop Socrates’ doctrines?

What does Plato’s Theory of Forms consist in?

What was Plato’s contribution to the development of philosophy? What can
he be criticized for?

Decide whether the following statements are true or false; correct the
wrong ones:

The most famous of Socrates’ pupils was a poor young man named Plato.
After the death of Socrates, Plato refuted much of his former teacher’s doc-
trines and eventually founded his own school, the Academy, in 385. The
Academy would become in its time the most famous school in the classical
world, and its most famous pupil was Aristotle.

However, Plato later began to develop his own philosophy and the Socrates
of the later dialogues does more teaching than he does questioning.

Plato made Socrates a mouthpiece for his own idealistic philosophy.

The Republic is one of the single most influential works in Western philoso-
phy. Essentially, it deals with the central problem of how to live a good life;
this inquiry is shaped into the parallel questions (a) what is equality in the
State, or what would an ideal State be like, and (b) what is an ideal ruler?
The fundamental aspect of Plato’s thought is the theory of “ideas” or
“forms”. Plato, like so many other Greek philosophers, was stymied by the
question of change in the physical world. Plato claimed that all change, mo-
tion, and time were an illusion.
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g Plato denied private property.
h  Plato was a democrat.
i Plato was a forerunner of metaphysics.

6  Explain the meaning of the following terms:

Idealism; metaphysics.

7  Fill in the blanks with the given words and phrases:

Defense, unity, fundamental, universe, cosmos, analogy, to postulate, su-
preme, just state, virtue, authentic, rational, justice, the Good, material, to
assure, universe, caste, to enjoy, ideal state, reality, social class, absolute, to
recount historical facts, to raise (an issue), soul, permanent, shifting, philo-
sopher, to perform functions.

The earliest group of dialogues, called Socratic, include chiefly the Apology,
which presents the of Socrates; the Meno, which asks whether
can be taught; and the Gorgias, which concerns the nature
of right and wrong. These early dialogues present Socrates in conversations
that illustrate his main ideas — the of virtue and knowledge and of
virtue and happiness, though nothing written in them about Socrates can be
regarded as Plato was not trying to . Each dialogue treats a
particular problem without necessarily resolving the issue .
Plato was always concerned with the philosophical problem of
working out a theory of the art of living and knowing. Like Socrates, Plato
began convinced of the ultimately harmonious structure of the , but
he went further than his mentor in trying to construct a comprehensive phi-
losophical scheme. His goal was to show the relationship between
the the state, and the . In the Republic he shows how the operation
of within the individual can best be understood through the
of the operation of justice within the state, which Plato proceeds to
set out in his conception of the . However, justice cannot be unders-
tood fully unless seen in relation to the Idea of the which is the supreme
principle of order and truth.
In the Republic and the Phaedo Plato his theory of Forms. Ideas or
Forms are the immutable archetypes of all phenomena,
and only these Ideas are completely real; the world possesses only
relative . The Forms order and intelligence in a world that is
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in a state of constant flux. They provide the pattern from which the world of
sense derives its meaning.
The Idea is the Idea of the whose function and place in the world of
Ideas is analogous to that of the sun in the physical world.
The Republic, the first Utopia in literature, asserts that the is the on-
ly one capable of ruling the , since through his study of dialectic he
understands the harmony of all parts of the in their relation to the
Idea of the Good. Each or happily the for
which it is suited: the philosopher rules, the warrior fights, and the worker
the fruits of his labor.
Many of the late dialogues are devoted to technical philosophic issues. The
most important of these are the Theaetetus; the Parmenides, which deals
with the relation between the one and the many; and the Sophist, which dis-
cusses the nature of nonbeing. Plato’s longest work, the Laws, written during
his middle and late periods, discusses in practical terms the nature of the
state.

8 Insert the missing prepositions wherever necessary:

Plato’s teachings have been ... the most influential ... the history of Western
civilization. ... pursuing the liberal studies ... his day, he became ... 407 BC a
pupil and friend ... Socrates ... . ... 388 BC he lived ... a time ... the court ...
Dionysius the Elder, tyrant ... Syracuse. ... his return ... Athens, Plato founded
a school, the Academy, where he taught mathematics and philosophy ... his
death. His teaching was interrupted ... two more visits ... Syracuse (367 and
361 BC), which he made ... the vain hope ... seeing his political ideals rea-
lized ... Sicily.

Plato was a superb writer, and his works are p art ... the world’s great litera-
ture. His extant work is ... the form of dialogues and epistles. Some ... the di-
alogues and many ... the epistles attributed ... him are known to be spu-
rious, while others are doubtful. ... the various dialogues he touched ... al-
most every problem that has occupied subsequent philosophers. The dialo-
gues are divided ... three groups ... the probable order of composition.
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a) Give the Past Indefinite, Participle | and Participle Il of the verhs “ne-
watk”, “knacth” and “Opexatu”.

{J) Fill in the gaps with the appropriate forms of the verbs “to lie” and “to
ay”:

According to Plato the health of the soul is the natural end of all movement
and endeavour, so that his work the foundation of the “teleology”
which plays so prominent a part in Aristotle and subsequent European
thought.

After the news of the Sicilian disaster Athens was compelled at last to draw
on the reserve of 1,000 talents which untouched in the treasury.

A democratic rising in Samos prevented the rebellion of that island, which
for the remainder of the Peloponnesian war was invaluable to Athens as a

stronghold between the two great centres of the struggle.

In 429 The Peloponnesians were deterred by the plague from invading Attica
and siege to Plataea in the interests of Thebes.

Plato is known to special emphasis on education.

The permanent strength of the Peloponnesian confederacy in the

Peloponnesian states, all of which exept Argos and Achaea were united un-
der Sparta’s leadership.

Translate the following sentences from Ukrainian into English using the
active vocabulary:

3amonogay lnatoH nparHys ctatv noetoM. Hagani BiH ctaB npuxmnbHukom Co-
KpaTta i npucsATnB cebe dinocodii. Y baratbox cBOIX npausx MnatoH 3raaye
cBOro Buutensa. Ane HaBeaeHi haKT MM He MOXKEMO BBaXaTl A0CTOBIpHMMN,
TOMy wWo [naTtoH HamaraBCa BMKNaaT He iCTOPUYHY XPHOMOTIO MNOAIN, a OC-
HOBHI ifei cBOET inocodit.

Bigomo, wio MnatoH He 6yB NpUBIYHUKOM AEMOKpaTil, nicns ycyHeHHs Tpua-
LUATbOX YTiK 3 AdiH i 3HanwWwoB npuTtynok y Merapi.

Konu MnatoH noseprtascsa i3 Cipakys, noro 6yno 3aapelitoBaHo i BianyleHo
Ha BOJIO TiIbKW MicNA TOro, K BiH 3annatuBe BUKYM.

MnatoH — neplmnn Hanbdinblwmin dinocod, TBOPU AKOro MalKe NOBHICTIO Ailt-
wnwn ao Hac. CN1coK TBOPIB, L0 36epernncs B pyKonuci, BKIOYAE 34 aianoru,
«Anonorito Cokpata» i 13 nUCTiB, x04a AeAKi 3 Aianorie yBayalTb Hecnpas-
XHIMM W0A0 aBTOPCTBA.

MMnatoHa BBaXakTb POAOHAYanbHUKOM igeanictuyHol dinocodii. BiH cTBepa-
YBaB, WO maTepianbHUM CBIT, AKUA HAC OTOYYE i AKMMA MM Ni3HAEMO OpraHa-
MW YYTTSA, € NULLE «TiHHIO» | NOXiAHO Bij CBITY iaen, TO6TO matepianbHUI CBIT
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€ BTOPUHHMM. Bci ABUIWa 1 npegMmeT maTtepiafibHOro CBITY MUHYYi: BUHWUKA-
l0Tb, TMHYTb | 3MIHIOIOTBLCA. |A€T € HEPYXOMMMW 1 BIYHUMK, HA BiAMIHY Bif He-
AOCKOHANoro matepianbHoro cBity. 3a MnatoHom, neplionpuynHa — e 6na-
ro.

[naToH CTBEPANKYBAB, L0 YECHOTA — L€ 3HAHHA.

Kinbka tBOpiB [lnatoHa npucBAYeHi couianbHO-MONITUYHUM NUTAHHAM. Lle
TpakTat «Pecnybnika» i gianorn «3akoHu», «MoniTMK». ABTOP ONUCYE HeiCHY-
o4y AepaBy, AKa, Ha MOro AyMKy, byna BTineHHAM cnpaBeannBocTi. [naToH
yBaxaB, WO JepiaBa Mae€ FPYHTYBATUCA Ha CMiBiCHYBaHHI TPbOX CTaHIB:
1) npaBuTeniB-dinocodis, 2) NpaBAAYMX KNaciB — CTPaXiB-BOIHIB, 3) CeNsH,
PeMiCHUKIB, TOProBLiB (NpeCTaBHMKIB TaK 3BaHOIO TPETbOTO CTaHY).

naToH 3HeBaxaB PobITHUKIB i3uyHOoT Npali. Y aepxasi [natoHa ocobu, aki
3arimatoTbca i3nyHO npaLleto, pemicHUKK, 36epiratoumn ocobucty csoboay,
BMKIOYALOTLCA i3 YMCNa rpOMaasH.

Y nepluiomy npoekTi iaeanbHoro nosnica MnatoH BU3HaBaB HEOOXIAHICTb 3HULLW-
TW NPUBaTHY BNACHICTb ANA ABOX BULLMX CTaHIB. Y Apyromy MpoeKTi BXe Bij-
CYTHE MOHATTA KONEKTUBHOT BAacHOCTi. KOMYHi3M 5K 3aCib JOCATHEHHsA €AHOCTI
3aNULLAETLCA TEOPETUYHUM ifeanom.

Translate from Ukrainian into English:

[lo Hac ainwnn, oyeBMAaHO, BCi TBopM MnaTtoHa. MoBHe TX 3ibpaHHA HapaxoByE
36 TBOPiB, NOAINEHNX HA 9 TETPANOrin, AKIi HA0OYHO AEMOHCTPYIOTb PO3BUTOK
dinocodii MnatoHa. Cepen HUX 3HAXOAATbCA TAKOX HEABTEHTUYHI Aianoru.
ABTOPCTBO W XpoHoO/oria TBOpiB [1n1atoHa AOBro n peTenbHO AOCNIAKYBanucs,
NoYMHatoum Lie 3 enoxu enniHiamy (Apucrodan BizaHTiicbkui, Il cT. go H. e.).
Hanpwukinui XIX B. 6yno BCTaHOBAEHO NOCNiA0BHICTb NNATOHIBCbKUX AlianoriB y
pamKax YOTUPbOX PI3HUX FPyn: COKPATUUYHUX, NNATOHIYHMX, CepeaHboNNaTo-
HIYHUX i Mi3HiX. TakniA po3noain 6yno NpUINHATO MOBCIOAHO, OJHAK [esKi Ha-
NonAratTb Ha ICHYBAHHI TiNbKW TPbOX FPyn: COKPATUYHI Aianoru, gianoru ce-
peaHboro nepioay v Ni3HbLOro nepioay.

Y pianorax paHHbOro nepioay, Tak 3BaHUX COKPaTUYHUX, OCHOBHY yBary npu-
aineHo Cokpary. [AndepeHuiooym eTUYHI MOHATTA pPa3oMm i3 CMiBpO3MOBHU-
KaMu, BiH YKa3ye, SKi BU3HAYEHHS He CNlif BBayaTu 3a npaBauBi, po36buBae
aprymeHTV CynpoTUBHWKA, BiHOBAOE CNPoOK, KOoAHA 3 AKMX MOro He 3a/10-
BO/NbHAE, i 3peLTol0 3aNMLIAE NUTaHHA Bigkputum. (Ha ue 3rogom 6yayTb no-
CUNaTUCs cKentTukK.) TyT e He MaeTbea Npo iael.

[lianorn cepenHbOro nepiofy € HanMbinbLI 3piNUMKN B XyA0XKHbOMY NiaHi («be-
HKeT», «Deap», «/lepxaBar), IX BUPI3HAIOTb YiTKICTb KOMNO3MLIT 1 NOETUYHE
HaTXHeHHA. MnaToH GOpPMYNIOE B HUX MPUHLMNN CBOro iAeaniamy, BUpa3Hu-
KOM sIKOro BiH pobutb Cokpara.
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TBOpY Mi3HbOrO Nepioay MicTATb MoaudikoBaHe BYEeHHs Npo igel (KoHuenuis
CeitoBoi Aywi — «®ined», «Timei»). COKpaTy B HUX HANEXUTb PO/b CNyXauya,
a BXe B «3aKOHax» NP0 HbOT0 He 3rafy€eTbCA.

Yci TBopu lnatoHa, Kpim «Anonorii» 1a «J/luctie», € gianorammn. Came 1Moro
BBAXal0Tb TBOPL,EM LbOro XaHpy nitepaTypHoT npo3n; ua dopma 3aaBanaca
HanbinblW NPUAATHOW AN PO3KPUTTSA AiaNeKTUYHOro MeToay M iHAYKTUBHUX
BUCHOBKiB CoKpata, noro cnpob AediHiuii NoHATb, 10 AKMX BiH yaaBaBCcA B
PO3MOBaXx i ANCKYCiAX Ha naouwax Ta Bynmuax AdiH. Y ogHomMy 3 TBOPIB, AKi
36epernucs, MnatoH He BUKNAB CBOET iA€anicTMYHOT KOHLIENLLIT CMCTEMATUYHO
 BnyepnHo. CBOI hinocodCbKi NOWYKKN BiH MOYaB i3 TBEPAKEHHS, WO rpeLb-
Ki dinocodcbKi Teopii, AKi icCHyBanu 0TV, He MOXYTb OyTM npaBAMBUMW,
OCKIiNbKK cynepeyarb 0fHa OfHiIN.

[lianbHicTb MnatoHa B AKageMmii, AKa cTana LKoo ManbyTHIX NONITUKIB i
topuctiB, Tpu noro nogopoxi B CipaKy3u 1 ABa Hanbinbwmx TBOpU — «[ep-
aBa» M «3aKOHM» — CBiAYaThb, WO OAHY 3 FONOBHMX 3a4a4y CBOrO XUTTA BiH
6aumB y poboTi 3 BUNPaBNEHHA ep*KaBHOro ycTpoto. Teopito ineanbHoOT aep-
}aBMW HAMNOBHillle NpeACcTaBneHo y «/lepkKaBi» N PO3TAYMAYEHO Y «3aKOHAX».
[lepaBa ma€ cnyryeatu igeam mupy 1M cnpaBeanvnBoCTi. BignosigHo Ao 3 oc-
HOBHUX 1T hyHKUiM (ynpaBniHHA, 3aXUCT | BUPOOHMLUTBO MaTtepianbHUX bnar),
HaCeNeHHA JiNnTbCA Ha 3 KacCTu: npaBnaadvi myapeui-ginocodun, BOTHN 1 pemi-
CHUKKW. CnpaBeaNnBUIA epKaBHUIA yCTPii Mae 3a6e3neynTu TXHE rapMoHiiHe
cnisicHyBaHHA. TBOopu [natoHa BUPI3HAOTLCA NPEKPACHMUM CTUNIEM, BUTPUMA-
HOK0 KOMNO3MLi€l0, KMBUM, MOBHUM HECMNOAiIBAHMX MOBOPOTIB i HaNpyru gia-
JIOFOM, @ TaKOX NOETMYHOI YABOIK M NOMbOTOM AYMKW. BOHM CTanu 3pa3Kkom
cdinocohcbKoro aianory, 3HanWAM YACNEHHUX HACNiAYBaYiB i BNAMHYAN AK Ha
eBponencbKy dinocodito, TaK i Ha nitepatypy.

Translate the text without a dictionary. Summarize it.

Plato was born in Athens in the year 428 or 427 BC He was of a noble family
and was related through his father to Codrus and on his mother’s side to So-
lon. His real name was Aristocles, but he was called Plato by his instructor in
gymnastics because of his broad shoulders. Physically perfect, he had an ar-
tistic and dialectical temperament which remained with him through his
whole life and made of him the philosopher-poet.

He was at first in the school of Cratylus, a follower of Heraclitus and the
Sophists, and from him received his start in the study of poetry and an un-
derstanding of the philosophers.

At the age of twenty he came under the tutelage of Socrates; he felt pro-
foundly the ethical influence of his master during the eight years he spent in
his companionship. During his entire life he remained attached to Socrates,
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having a profound admiration for him because of the teaching he had re-
ceived from the master and also because of personal friendship. “l thank the
gods for having been born a Greek and not a foreigner, a man and not a
woman, free and not a slave, but above all for having been born during the
time of Socrates”.

We do not know whether Plato was in Athens during the trial of Socrates. It is
certain that if not before that time then shortly afterward he left Athens
where, after the demise of the great master, the air was not healthy for his
disciples. With some friends Plato retired to Megara, to the school of Euclid.
Between 390 and 388 BC. Plato began long voyages in order to place himself
in contact with the principal schools which flourished at that time. He visited
Egypt, whose venerable antiquity and political stability he admired. He also
went to southern Italy, where he was in contact with the Pythagoreans and
studied their doctrines. He then went to Sicily and was at the court of Diony-
sius the Elder, the tyrant of Syracuse. There he formed a friendship with Di-
on, brother-in-law of the tyrant.

Falling under suspicion, Plato was consigned by Dionysius as a prisoner of
war to a Spartan ambassador and was then sold into slavery. Freed by a
friend in 388 BC, he returned to Athens. There, about the year 387 BC, he
founded his famous school, which was called the Academy from the gardens
of Academus, where the classes took place. Here Plato imparted his philo-
sophical teachings to his followers. He taught in the Academy for fifty years,
that is, until he died.

During this period Plato left Athens twice to go to Syracuse. The first time
was in 366 BC when, after the death of Dionysius, his successor, Dionysius
the Younger, and Dion invited him to come there; he went with the hope of
carrying out an experiment in his form of the ideal state. When Dion was sent
into exile, the deluded philosopher returned to his native city. He returned
again to Syracuse in 361 to reconcile Dionysius with Dion. His attempt failed,
and he was held a prisoner by Dionysius. Plato was liberated, probably
through the intercession of Archytas of Tarentum, general, scientist, and Py-
thagorean philosopher. After these unhappy attempts, Plato never left
Athens again, but became absorbed in his teaching, in metaphysical specu-
lations, and in the editing of his works. Death, which came in 347, inter-
rupted this work. The philosopher was eighty years old.

Plato is one of the most accomplished geniuses humanity has ever known.
In him are united the speculative and scientific spirit arid the sense of artis-
tic beauty, the influence of which have been felt in all times. All the known
works of Plato remain extant, that is, thirty-six dialogues, thirteen letters and
a collection of definitions. Critical study casts some doubt on a few — for ex-
ample, the definitions, which appear apocryphal, and some of the letters.
The most important part of Plato’s literary activity is represented by the di-
alogues, which are authentic in their greater part. In default of the chrono-
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logical order in which these works were published, they are commonly clas-
sified in four groups, representing the various developments of Plato’s
thought.

13 Translate the text with the help of a dictionary. Summarize it.

The Republic of Plato is the longest of his works with the exception of the
Laws, and is certainly the greatest of them. There are nearer approaches to
modern metaphysics in the Philebus and in the Sophist; the Politicus or Sta-
tesman is more ideal; the form and institutions of the State are more clearly
drawn out in the Laws; as works of art, the Symposium and the Protagoras
are of higher excellence. But no other Dialogue of Plato has the same large-
ness of view and the same perfection of style; no other shows an equal
knowledge of the world, or contains more of those thoughts which are new
as well as old, and not of one age only but of all. Nowhere in Plato is there a
deeper irony or a greater wealth of humor or imagery, or more dramatic pow-
er. Nor in any other of his writings is the attempt made to interweave life and
speculation, or to connect politics with philosophy. The Republic is the cen-
tre around which the other Dialogues may be grouped; here philosophy
reaches the highest point to which ancient thinkers ever attained. Plato
among the Greeks, like Bacon among the moderns, was the first who con-
ceived a method of knowledge, although neither of them always distin-
guished the bare outline or form from the substance of truth; and both of
them had to be content with an abstraction of science which was not yet rea-
lized. He was the greatest metaphysical genius whom the world has seen;
and in him, more than in any other ancient thinker, the germs of future
knowledge are contained. The sciences of logic and psychology, which have
supplied so many instruments of thought to after-ages, are based upon the
analyses of Socrates and Plato. The principles of definition, the law of con-
tradiction, the fallacy of arguing in a circle, the distinction between the es-
sence and accidents of a thing or notion, between means and ends, between
causes and conditions; also the division of the mind into the rational, con-
cupiscent, and irascible elements, or of pleasures and desires into necessary
and unnecessary — these and other great forms of thought are all of them to
be found in the Republic, and were probably first invented by Plato. The
greatest of all logical truths, and the one of which writers on philosophy are
most apt to lose sight, the difference between words and things, has been
most strenuously insisted on by him, although he has not always avoided
the confusion of them in his Own writings. But he does not bind up truth in
logical formulae, logic is still veiled in metaphysics; and the science which
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he imagines to “contemplate all truth and all existence” is very unlike the
doctrine of the syllogism which Aristotle claims to have discovered.

14 Translate these famous quotations by Plato. Choose one you like most of
all and develop the idea in the essay of your own.

“Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle.”

“Ilgnorance is the root and the stem of every evil.”

“Never discourage anyone...who continually makes progress, no matter how
slow.”

“No human thing is of serious importance.”

“The price good men pay for indifference to public affairs is to be ruled by
evil men.”

“Wise men talk because they have something to say; fools, because they
have to say something.”

“You can discover more about a person in an hour of play than in a year of
conversation.”

“No evil can happen to a good man, either in life or after death.”

“False words are not only evil in themselves, but they infect the soul with
evil.”

“Friends have all things in common.”

“The direction in which education starts a man will determine his future life.”
“The people have always some champion whom they set over them and
nurse into greatness...This and no other is the root from which a tyrant
springs; when he first appears he is a protector.”

“There are three arts which are concerned with all things: one which uses,
another which makes, and a third which imitates them.”

“When there is an income tax, the just man will pay more and the unjust less
on the same amount of income.”

15 Debate the Greek proverh:

“If all men were just, there would be no need of valor.”
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16 Topics for discussion and essay writing:

Plato’s best state.

Plato’s contribution to the development of philosophy.
Plato’s Theory of Forms.

Plato’s writings.

Plato’s biography.

(RN NN oM o i <]

supplementary reading

THE ANALOGY OF THE IDEAL REPUBLIC

AFTER THRASYMACHUS leaves in a royal huff, Socrates starts the question all over
again. If one could decide what a just state is like, one could use that as an anal-
ogy for a just person. Plato then embarks on a long exposition about how a state
might embody the four great virtues: courage, wisdom, temperance, and justice.
The remainder of the dialogue is a long exposition of what justice in a state is;
this section is considered one of the first major, systematic expositions of ab-
stract political theory. This type of thinking, that is, speculating about an ideal
state or republic, is called “utopian” thinking (utopia is a Greek word which
means “no-place”).

Plato (speaking through Socrates) divides human beings up based on their in-
nate intelligence, strength, and courage. Those who are not overly bright, or
strong, or brave, are suited to various productive professions: farming, smithing,
building, etc. Those who are somewhat bright, strong, and especially courageous
are suited to defensive and policing professions. Those who are extraordinarily
intelligent, virtuous, and brave, are suited to run the state itself; that is, Plato’s
ideal state is an aristocracy, a Greek word which means “rule by the best”. The
lower end of human society, which, as far as Plato is concerned, consists of an
overwhelming majority of people in a state, he calls the “producers”, since they
are most suited for productive work. The middle section of society, a smaller but
still large number of people, make up the army and the police and are called
“Auxiliaries”. The best and the brightest, a very small and rarefied group, are
those who are in complete control of the state permanently; Plato calls these
people “Guardians”. In the ideal state, “courage” characterizes the Auxiliaries;
“wisdom” displays itself in the lives and government of the Guardians. A state
may be said to have “temperance” if the Auxiliaries obey the Guardians in all
things and the Producers obey the Auxiliaries and Guardians in all things. A state

PAGE 60



may be said to be intemperate if any of the lower groups do not obey one of the
higher groups. A state may be said to be just if the Auxiliaries do not simply obey
the Guardians, but enjoy doing so, that is, they don’t grumble about the authority
being exercised over them; a just state would require that the Producers not only
obey the Auxiliaries and Guardians, but that they do so willingly.

When the analogy is extended to the individual human being, Plato identifies the
intellect with the Guardians, the spirit or emotions with the Auxiliaries, and the
bodily appetites with the Producers. Therefore, an individual is courageous if his
or her spirit is courageous and an individual is wise if his or her intellect is wise.
Temperance occurs when the emotions are ruled over by the intellect, and the
bodily appetites are ruled over by the emotions and especially the intellect. An
individual may be said to be just when the bodily appetites and emotions are not
only ruled over by the intellect, but do so willingly and without coercion.

QUESTIONS

a Does this arrangement satisfy you?

b Isthis afair division of the human soul?

¢ Isthis afair division of society?

d Before you even read Plato’s critique of democracy, what do you think he

would say about it?

e Would a democratic state be courageous, wise, temperate, and just based
on the system Plato sets up here?

f  What is Ukrainian democracy based on?

g What would Plato think of Ukrainian democracy?

h  What is the “democratic individual” and how does this creature come about?

i

What happens to individuals in a democracy?

2 Write a project of your own ideal republic.

3 Discuss the questions:

a Socrates said that the unexamined life is not worth living. What did he
mean? To what extent do you agree or disagree with his statement? Have you
ever examined your own role in society?
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b  Plato indicated that he would not allow poets to be part of his ideal society.
Why did he say this? Who would you be sure to include in a Utopia of your
own design?

¢ Explain Socrates’ views on the qualities that make up a good and just per-
son. How relevant are these qualities to the world today?

d The rulers in The Republic have no money — they are denied. Why are those
with money ineligible to rule? How does this differ from the rulers of today?
What rules concerning money and leadership would you establish in your
own Utopian society?

e Plato makes the claim that we are “prisoners of our culture”. Discuss both
the meaning and the implications of this idea.

f  Whatis justice from your point of view?

What should be the role of art in society?

4 Read extract from an essay on “Work” by the nineteenth-century English
author and art critic John Ruskin. Discuss it.

...Here we have an inevitable distinction. There must be work done by the
arms, or none of us could live. There must be work done by the brains, or the
life we get would not be worth having. And the same men cannot do both.
There is rough work to be done and rough men must do it; there is gentle
work to be done and gentlemen must do it; and it is physically impossible
that one class should do, or divide the work of the other. And it is of no use
to try to conceal this sorrowful fact by fine words, and to talk to the workman
about the honourableness of manual labour, and the dignity of humanity...
Rough work, honourable or not, takes the life out of us; and the man who
has been heaving clay out of a ditch all day, or driving an express train
against the north wind all night, or holding a ship’s helm in a gale, or whirl-
ing white-hot iron at a furnace mouth, that man is not the same at the end of
his day, or night, as one who has been sitting in a quiet room, with every-
thing comfortable about him, reading books, or classing butterflies, or paint-
ing pictures. If it is any comfort to you to be told that the rough work is the
more honourable of the two, | should be sorry to take that consolation from
you; and in some sense | need not. The rough work is at all events real, hon-
est, and generally, though not always, useful; while the fine work is, a great
deal of it, foolish and false as well as fine, and therefore dishonourable; but
when both kinds are equally well and worthily done, the head’s is the noble
work and the hand’s the ignoble (dishonourable)...
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ROLE-PLAY

Imagine that Plato’s publisher has announced a series of scheduled TV ap-
pearances for Plato to promote his new book, The Republic. Work in groups
of two or three to prepare for and then role-play Plato’s visit to a series of TV
shows with different formats: news magazine show, daytime talk show, late-
night show, evening news broadcast. One student can play the role of Plato,
one of an interviewer, and one of a producer. Each group should submit in
writing its plans to the teacher, the “executive producer”, for advance ap-
proval. The plans must indicate what aspects of Plato’s philosophy the pro-
gram will explore, what quotations or paraphrases from The Republic Plato
will include, and how the interviewer will challenge Plato or disagree with
him. Then each group should present its three-to-five-minute segment to the
rest of the class.
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DEMOSTHENES

ABOUT 352 the Macedonian King Philip became the supreme menace to Athens
and Greece. The Assembly was induced to resist the Macedonian inroads. At first
Demosthenes supported the decisions, but then advocated a more forward poli-
cy.

In his First Philippic of 352 for the first time Demosthenes openly identified Phi-
lip II as the principal enemy, and attempted to rouse the Athenians to a con-
sciousness of the peril directed against them by this bandit on their doorstep. In
this attempt he failed, because the Athinians still believed in a balance of power.
After Athens had made the Peace of Philocrates with Philip in 346, Demosthenes
condemned the agreement and insisted on this when Philip invaded Phocis im-
mediately afterwards. In the Second Philippic he asserted that Philip’s apparent
friendship with certain Greek states was just a fraudulent device, and he declared
that negotiations with the King were not worth while.

The Third Philippic of 341 — the most forceful speech Demosthenes ever deli-
vered — reiterated the idea that there was now no longer any point in keeping
the Peace, since Philip’s actions already amounted to war.

He also sponsored a naval reform, distributing the cost of furnishing ships
among the entire body of citizens in proportion to the value of each individual’s
wealth. In 340 he was placed in full charge of the war that he had been wanting
for so long, and in his Fourth Philippic declared it ridiculous to distribute Theoric
funds to the people in such an emergency. And he even proposed that Persia
should be appealed to for help in stopping Philip. Then came the battle of Chae-
ronea. After its defeat, Demosthenes returned to Athens to organize the city’s de-
fences.

Once Philip was dead Demosthenes almost immediately tried to foment troubles
for his successor Alexander — at the risk of his own life — and revived the idea
that Persia should be called upon to liberate Greece. In 330 came his last and
greatest speech On the Crown. Six years later he was convicted for annexing
funds that were held in trust for Alexander. After Alexander’s death Demos-
thenes tried, once again, to lead a movement against the Macedonians, whose
leader Antipater, in consequence, made the Athenians condemn him to death,
whereupon he took a fatal dose of poison.

Although Demosthenes was often seen to be jockeying for personal power
against his rivals, the dominant, feature of his political advocacy was hatred and
suspicion of Macedonia, in the person of Philip until his death, and thereafter of
Alexander and Antipater.

This attitude was one which, for a long time, he found difficulty in persuading
the majority of his fellow Athenians to share. Subsequently, too, it has earned
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him divergent reputations among people trying to see his career in terms of their
own more recent times, varying from acclamation as a courageous and lonely
champion of freedom to contemptuous man standing in the way of inevitable
progress.

The principal question is this: was he right to regard Philip as a mortal threat to
Athens and Hellenic civilization? Certainly, as he had warned, Philip did even-
tually destroy the power of Athens and other city-states. It could be argued, on
the other side, that Philip became a menace only because Demosthenes made
him one; that the king seriously turned against the city-states only because the
sustained hostility of Demosthenes compelled him to do so. Yet the fact was that,
despite Philip’s reverence for the culture of Athens, and despite his persistent
conviction that he might make use of the city, he had already, from the very first
years of his reign, begun to work against its interests, by encroaching on its vital
northern grain route.

It is not merely with hindsight that Demosthenes looks justified in seeing Philip’s
intentions towards the Athenians ageless continuously lethal. But this matter of
hindsight questions as well. We can see that his struggle against Philip doomed
to failure, the two sides were too unevenly matched.

It was, no doubt, an intellectual failure on the part of Demosthenes if he did not
recognize this. But what was the alternative? The alternative was to give in, and
submit to eclipse and downfall of the Greek city-state, which in the eyes of De-
mosthenes was the only thinkable, tolerable kind political institution, and which
had sponsored such marvels, in a huge variety of fields, during the previous two
centuries.

But was its day now past? Should Demosthenes, instead of resisting its fall, have
accepted or even welcomed this demise? Certainly, disunity between the Greek
states, as well as within them, had led to their present catastrophic weakness
and vulnerability, which could become terminal. Theoretically there were two
kinds of union between federated Greek states: a union of equality, in which no
one state or person was pre-eminent, and unequal union, under a single strong
leader. The former solution was impossible for the Greeks to achieve, as the
whole course of Greekhistory had shown. That left the second, unequal solution.
The bulk of the Greek population might have fared better, in the long run, if it
had been attained, because its attainment would have enabled Hellenism to
stand up against external aggressors, and during the centuries to come, to resist
the Romans. However, this would have meant negating the whole city-state prin-
ciple, which seemed to Demosthenes an intolerably high price to pay.
Demosthenes was great, and his greatness lay in his oratory. For he was a speak-
er whose eloquence was unequalled in the whole of classical antiquity — and,
perhaps, in the entire history of the world. It is also confirmed by the quality of
his extant speeches that have come down to us. His passionate sincerity contri-
buted to the success of his orations. Demosthenes had a delicate ear for sound
and rhythm, and made a deliberate and meticulous study of language as a device

PAGE 65



for assaulting his hearers’ emotions. The quantity of papyrus fragments of De-
mosthenes’ speeches that have come to light indicates that, despite attacks from
his contemporaries, it was not long before writers began to acclaim the superla-
tive character of his oratory. His nearest competitor in this field, Cicero, ac-
knowledging this pre-eminence, wrote of his variety, dignity and subtlety. Cice-
ro’s borrowing, however, of the name Philippics for his own speeches against An-
tony meant that an agelong confusion between Demosthenes the orator and De-
mosthenes the politician had already begun. Of course, the two roles were inex-
tricably linked. But his oratory was unmistakably supreme — and received that
accolade from a civilization by which speech-making was held in the highest es-
teem.

exercises

1 Transcribe the following words. Pay attention to the stress:

Philippic, courageous, inroad, hindsight, annex, demise, to annex, papyrus,
advocacy, extant, lethal, to foment.

2 Give Ukrainian equivalents of the following expressions:

The supreme menace; to rouse to consciousness of the peril; negotiations
are not worth while; to amount to war; to foment troubles for smb.; to jockey
for personal power against one’s rival, sustained hostility; to encroach on
the grain route; a matter of hindsight; the eclipse and downfall of Greece; a
papyrus fragment;

3 Find in the text English equivalents to the following Ukrainian expressions:

Binbusaty Habiru; 3arpo3a (3 Bap.); Biputi B NoNiTM4YHY piBHOBAry; Biapasy
nicnsA; BUronoLyBaTV NEPEKOHNNBY NMPOMOBY; 36epiratv mup; niaTpumyBaru,
CNpUATK 3aiNcHeHH pedopmu GNOTy; HAA3BMYAWMHWUIA CTaH; OYOIUTU PYX
NPOTM MaKeaOoHLIiB; NONITMYHA NponaraHaa; 6opeub 3a HesanexHictb (cBo6o-
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Ay); CTPMMYBAT HEMUHYYe NPOCYBaHHA Bnepes; WaHyBaHHA adiHCbKOT Ky/b-
TYpU; 03MPaAOYNCh Y MUHYNE, Y PETPOCNEKTUBI; OYTM NpUpeYeHum Ha NpoBan;
BeCb Xig ictopii lpeuil; 3pewToto; KnacnyHa CcTapoAaBHiCTb, aHTUYHICTb; NPO-
MOBMU, L0 AIVLWAN A0 HALINX AHIB.

Answer the following questions to check how carefully you have read the
text:

What is “philippic”?

What was the First Philippic devoted to? The Second? The Third and the
Fourth?

What was the essence of the naval reform sponsored b) Demosthenes?

What was the dominant feature of Demosthenes’ political advocacy?

Was Demosthenes right to regard Philip as a mortal threat to Athens and Hel-
lenic civilization?

Why was Demosthenes’ struggle against Philip doomed to failure? Was there
any alternative?

Do you agree with the author that if an unequal union between the Greek
states had been attained, it would have enabled Hellenism to stand up
against external aggressors?

How can Demosthenes’ contribution to oratory and politics be assessed?

Decide whether the following statements are true or false; correct the
wrong ones:

Demosthenes had a speech defect, “an inarticulate and stammering pro-
nunciation” that he overcame by speaking with pebbles in his mouth and by
reciting verses when running or out of breath. Despite this self-improvement
program, his first youthful speaking efforts in the public Assembly were met
with disaster; he was laughed at by his audiences.

In Demosthenes’ time Athens experienced a revival of prosperity.
Demosthenes insisted that the Peace of Philocrates should be signed to gain
time to organize Athens’ defences.

Demosthenes proposed an elaborate revision of the method used to tax the
wealthy to raise money for ships.

After the victory at Chaeronea Philip captured Athens and demolished it.
Demosthenes was an aspiring politician so he climbed to power by right or
wrong.

PAGE 67



The Athenians shared and upheld unanimously Demosthenes’ policy of con-
frontation towards Macedonia.

In 336 Greece was stunned by the news that Philip had been assassinated.
When his son Alexander succeeded him, Demosthenes believed that free-
dom was about to be restored.

Demosthenes called upon all the Greek city-states to unite against the com-
mon threat in the face of Macedonia and Persia.

Demosthenes’ fame was such that, when the Roman orator Cicero delivered
a series of speeches in 44 BC opposing Mark Antony, in circumstances not
unlike those in which Demosthenes opposed Philip, Cicero’s speeches were
called Philippics too.

Roman schoolboys studied Demosthenes’ speeches as part of their own ora-
torical training. During the Middle Ages and Renaissance, his name was a
synonym for eloquence. Whatever the interpretation of his personality and
work, he has in every age been regarded as one of the world’s greatest ora-
tor-statesmen.

Substitute the words and phrases in italics with the active vocabulary:

About 352 the Macedonian King Philip became the preeminent threat to
Athens and Greece. The Assembly was brought about to repel the Macedo-
nian raids.

In his First Philippic Demosthenes attempted to make the Athenians realize
the danger in the person of Philip but in this attempt he was unsuccessful.

In the Second Philippic he claimed that Philip’s seeming friendship with cer-
tain Greek states was just a deception and he declared that negotiations
with the King were not advantageous.

Demosthenes tried to incite disturbances against the Macedonians.
Demosthenes was often seen to be fighting for personal power against his
rivals by fair means or foul but the dominant feature of his political advocacy
was loathing and distrust of Macedonia.

Demosthenes’ hatred of Macedonia built him up a contradictory standing.
Despite Philip’s admiration of the culture of Athens he began to work against
its interests by infringing on its vital northern grain route.

It is not merely in retrospect that Demosthenes looks justified in seeing Phi-
lip’s intentions towards the Athenians as more or less continuously lethal.
Demosthenes’ struggle against Philip was destined to fail.

Demosthenes couldn’t surrender and yield to the decline of Greece and went
on to resist its fall to his dying day.

It can’t be denied that Demosthenes’ oratory was matchless in ancient times.
It is confirmed by the quality of his existing speeches.
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| Cicero, Demosthenes’ nearest competitor in this field, wrote of his diversity,
virtue and refinement.

T  Fillin the blanks with the given words and phrases:

To lie, Philippics, doorstep, to reiterate the idea, to amount, antiquity, a frau-
dulent device, to flee, eloquence, entire, to deliver, peace negotiations, une-
qualled, balance of power, inevitable progress, to throw off the yoke, to be
doomed to failure, apparent friendship, forceful, to keep, extant, point, to
come down, the supreme menace, to resist inroads, to direct, worth while,
champion of freedom, to take poison.

Demosthenes was great and his greatness in his oratory. He was a
speaker whose was in the whole of classical and,
perhaps in the history of the world. It is confirmed by the quality of
his speeches that have to us. After years of private practice
in law, he became a political orator in 351 BC when he the first of
three Philip Il of Macedon had been steadily building power, and
Demosthenes saw clearly the to Greek liberty in the great Macedo-
nian state. He didn’t believe in a and urged the Athenians to
the Macedonian The (the second in 344, the third
in 341) and the three Olynthiacs (349), in which he urged aid for Olynthus
against Philip, were all toward arousing Greece against the conque-
ror on their . He asserted that Philip’s was a and
he declared that with Philip were not . The third of the Phi-
lippics is generally considered the most of his orations. In On the
Peace (346) Demosthenes the that there was no in
peace since Philip’s actions already to war. Although De-
mosthenes had many rivals, who accused him of standing in the way of
, he was greatly honored by his admirers, who regarded him as a
lonely . Later he was involved in a complex and obscure affair involv-
ing money taken by one of the lieutenants of Alexander the Great; it ended
with Demosthenes in exile. After the death of Alexander he was recalled and
attempted to build Greek strength to of Macedon, but his attempts
were and Antipater triumphed. Demosthenes and
before he could be captured.

PAGE 69



Insert the missing prepositions wherever necessary:

Cicero was ... natural temper very much disposed ... mirth and pleasantry,
and always appeared ... a smiling and serene countenance. But Demos-
thenes had constant care and thoughtfulness ... his look, and a serious an-
xiety, which he seldom, if ever, laid ...; and therefore, was accounted ... his
enemies, as he himself confessed, morose and ill-mannered.

Also, it is very evident, ... their several writings, that Demosthenes never
touched ... his own praises but decently and ... offence when there was need
... it and for some weightier end; but ... other occasions modestly and spa-
ringly. But Cicero’s immeasurable boasting ... himself ... his orations argues
him guilty ... an uncontrollable appetite ... distinction, his cry being ever-
more that arras should give place ... the gown, and the soldier’s laurel ... the
tongue. And ... last we find him extolling not only ... his deeds and actions,
but ... his orations also, as well those that were only spoken ..., as those that
were published; as if he were engaged ... a boyish trial ... skill, who should
speak best, ... the rhetoricians, Isocrates and Anaximenes, not as one who
could claim ... the task to guide and instruct ... the Roman nation, the “Sol-
dier full-armed terrific ... the foe”.

Insert the missing articles wherever necessary:

It is necessary, indeed, for ... political leader to be ... able speaker; but it is
... ignoble thing for any man to admire and relish ... glory of his ... own elo-
quence. And, in this matter, Demosthenes had ... more than ordinary gravity
and magnificence of ... mind, accounting his talent in speaking nothing more
than ... mere accomplishment and matter of practice, ... success of which
must depend greatly on ... good-will and candour of his hearers, and regard-
ing those who pride themselves on such ... accounts to be men of ... low and
petty disposition.

... power of persuading and governing ... people did, indeed, equally belong
to ... both, so that those who had armies and camps at command stood in
need of their ... assistance; as ... Charas, Diopithes, and Leosthenes of De-
mosthenes’s, Pompey and ... young Caesar of Cicero’s, as ... latter himself
admits in his ... Memoirs addressed to ... Agrippa and Maecenas. But what
are thought and commonly said ... most to demonstrate and try ... tempers of
men, namely, authority and place, by ... moving every passion, and discover-
ing every frailty, these are things which ... Demosthenes never received; nor
was he ever in ... position to give such proof of himself, having never ob-
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tained any ... eminent office, nor led any of those armies into ... field against
... Philip which he raised by his eloquence.

10 Put the verbs given in brackets into the correct tenses:

Cicero (to send) quaestor into Sicily, and proconsul into Cilicia and Cappa-
docia, at a time when avarice (to be) at the height, and the commanders and
governors who (to employ) abroad, as though they (to think) it a mean thing
(to steal), (to set) themselves (to seize) by open force; so that it (to seem)
no heinous matter (to take) bribes, but he that (to do) it most moderately (to
be) in good esteem. And yet he, at this time, (to give) the most abundant
proofs alike of his contempt of riches and of his humanity and good-nature.
And at Rome, when he (to creat) consul in name, but indeed (to receive) so-
vereign and dictatorial authority against Catiline and his conspirators, he (to
attest) the truth of Plato’s prediction, that then the miseries of states (to be)
at an end when, by a happy fortune, supreme power, wisdom, and justice
should (to unite) in one.

It (to say), to the reproach of Demosthenes, that his eloquence (to be) mer-
cenary that he privately (to make) orations for Phormion and Apollodorus,
though adversaries in the same cause; that he (to charge) with moneys re-
ceived from the King of Persia, and (to condemn) for bribes from Harpalus.
And should we (to grant) that all those who (to make) these statements
against him (to speak) what is untrue, yet that Demosthenes (to be) not the
character (to look) without desire on the presents (to offer) him out of re-
spect and gratitude by royal persons, and that one who (to lent) money on
maritime usury (to be) likely (to be) thus indifferent, is what we cannot as-
sert. But that Cicero (to refuse), from the Sicilians when he (to be) quaestor,
from the King of Cappadocia when he (to be) proconsul.

11 Translate the following sentences. Pay attention to the grammar:

a  When Demosthenes was a youth in ancient Athens no one could have be-
lieved that he would become the greatest of the Greek orators. He had a
speech impediment and people jeered at his stammering when he ad-
dressed his first large public assembly.

b Itwas not very long before Demosthenes’ oratorical skill made him, in effect,
the leader of what today might be called the democratic party. Some inter-
ests, especially the wealthy, would have preferred an oligarchy instead of a
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democracy; many merchants would have preferred peace at almost any
price.

In the “First Philippic” he reminded the Athenians that they had once de-
feated the Spartans, who were as strong as Philip, and sarcastically pointed
out that Philip would never have conquered their territories if he had been as
timid as the Athenians seemed to be. He concluded by challenging his coun-
trymen to take their affairs in their own hands rather than let Philip win by
default.

Demosthenes’ tightly reasoned oration helped persuade the Athenians to
build up their naval strength quietly to show the Persians that, though
Athens would not launch an attack, it was ready to fight. He pointed out that,
while Athens would have no allies if it attacked first, every other Greek city-
state would join Athens if the Persians were the first to attack. Here, for the
first time, Demosthenes sounded a theme that was to run through his whole
public career — the policy that Athens could best keep its democratic free-
dom by remaining independent of all other cities while, on the other hand,
being ready to make temporary alliances whenever danger threatened.
Demosthenes’ “Second Philippic,” in 344, retorted that he would never have
agreed to the Peace of Philocrates if he had known that Philip would not ho-
nour his word; moreover, he asserted, Aeschines and others had lulled the
Athenians into a false sense of security.

According to Plutarch, Demosthenes was in the battle at Chaeronea but fled
after dropping his arms. Whether or not be disgraced himself in this way, it
was Demosthenes whom the people chose to deliver the funeral oration over
the bodies of those slain in the battle.

A string of victories emboldened Alexander to demand that Athens surrender
Demosthenes and seven other orators who had opposed his father and him-
self; only a special embassy to Alexander succeeded in having that order
rescinded.

Translate the following sentences from Ukrainian into English using the
active vocabulary:

[lemoceH 6yB HenepeBepLIeHNM OPaTopoM AaBHUHU. Llen icTopuyHun dakrt
NiaTBEPAXKYETLCA NPOMOBAMMU, AKiI AiNWAN A0 HALIMX AHIB. YncneHHi dhparme-
HTW nanipycis, Wo 36epernucsa, BKa3yoTb Ha Te, W0, HE AUBASYNCH HA Hanaj-
KW cy4yacHuMKiB, [lemocdheH cTaB NpUMKNaAOM Ana HacnigyBaHHA HACTYMHUMM
MOKOJNIIHHAMMK OpaTopiB.

JlemoceH OyB He TinbKKM OpaTopom, ane i noniTukom. bessanepeyHo, WO Ui
[Ba NOHATTA HEPO3PUBHO NoB’A3aHi. CTBEPAXYIOTb, Lo [lemocdeH He rpeby-
BaB 3acobammu y 60poTbbi 3a Bnagy npotu MoAiTMYHMX CYnpOTUBHUKIB. Ane,
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03MpaynCb y MUHYNE, CbOrOJHI MOXHaA i3 YyNeBHEHICTI0 cKa3aTu, 1o 60poTb-
6a 3a He3anexHictb [peuii byna ans HbOro BULLE 3a BCE.

[lemocdeH nepnm ycBifoMumB, L0 oMaHanBa apyx6a dinina ll i3 rpeubkumm
nonicamu byna BCbOro-Ha-Bcboro 06ayAaHo BUTIBKOW. MakeaoHis B 0co06i
®dinina ctaHoBuna anA Mpelii HaliHebe3neyYHiLly 3arposy.

Csoi nonitnyHi Buctynn lemocdeH Biakpue «lepwoto dininnikoto» y 352 p.
A0 H. e. lemocdeH 3aKAnKaB CBOIX CNiBrpoMafaH NPOTUCTOATM BTOPrHEHHIO
makeaoHLiB. Cnpobu [emocdeHa nepekoHatn adiHaH y Tomy, wo Pinin I
CTaHOBMUTbL Hebe3neky, 6ynn npupeyeHi. AdiHAHX BCe We Bipuau B NONITUYHY
piBHOBary.

[emocdeH BBaxas, WO He BApTO NPOBaAUTN MUPHI neperosopu 3 Pininom.
Bigomo, wo JemocdeH nposiB pedopmy dnoTy, po3noginveLIN BapTiCTb BU-
TpaT ANA CNOPSAKEHHS KopabniB MiX BCima rpomagsHamu nponopuinHo ix-
HiM NpMOBYTKaM.

Binomo, wo ®inin Il i3 noBaroto ctaBuBCcA A0 adiHCbKOT KynbTypu. Ane 3 Han-
nepwunx AHiB CBOro NpasniHHA BiH [iAB NpOTU iHTepeciB lpeuil, Wo np1u3seno
[0 11 0OCTaTo4HOro po3nagy.

barato cy4acHuKiB 3BMHyBayyBann [lemocdeHa B TOMY, WO BiH HAMaraeTbCs
nepewwKoaANTN HEMMHYYOMY NPOCYBaAHHIO Brepes.

Translate from Ukrainian into English:

Ak6K lemocdeHy 3pewToto BAanocs 06’eaHaTi rpeLbKi nonicu ans 60potbom
NpoTU cninbHoro Bopora B 0cobi MakeaoHii, To, MOXMBO, BiH 3MiHUB 6U
BeCb Xig ictopil peuit.

AKOM rpeKkn CNPoOMOINUCA NPUNUHUTA MiXycobuli n YBapu, 06’egHaTUCA, TO
BOHMW 3MOIK 6 NPOTUCTOATM 30BHiLLIHIM BOPOram i B HACTymHi cTopivyys Bigou-
T BTOPTHEHHA PUMASAH.

[lemocdeH Hikonn He moroavecs 6 Ha COK3 HepPiBHMX MOMICiB, TOMY WO Le
03Hayano 6 BiAMOBY Bij, OCHOBHOIO MPUHLMMY MOAICHOT CUCTEMU.

[pekn 6ynn BENUKMMUK TBOPLAMMU, BUHAXIAHUKAMU, YYEHUMU I MaTeMATMKa-
MU. BOHM nepluvmun 3BepHYAMCA A0 PO3YMY Y TNYMAyeHHi 3aKOHIB NpuUpoau.
Be3 rpekiB He 6yno 6 3axifgHOT KynbTypu.

[JemocdeH BoniB 61 He yknagatn ®inokpatis mup.

AKOM He Mmixycobuui, rpekun He bynu 6 HACTINbKK ypa3nuBi.

JlemoceH Hanonaras Ha TOMy, 106 adiHAHKM BifOMBaNM MaKeAOHChKI Habiru
M He yKnaganu mup.

[lemoccdeH 3anponoHyBaB, W06 BUTPATV Ha CNopsaKeHHA adiHCbKUX Kopab-
NiB PO3NOAINANNCA MiX TPOMAAAHAMM NPONOPLLIAHO IXHIM NPUOYTKaM.
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AdiHaHn cnopyannu [lemocdheHy MigHy cTaTylo Ha MicbKin nnouwii. Hanuc Ha
MoCTaMeHTi roBopuB: «AKOM Milb, [lemoctheH, T MaB TaKky camy, siK po3ym,
Bnagy B Ennaai He 3mir 61 B3ATU MaKeAOHCbKUIA Apeii».

Translate the text without a dictionary. Summarize it.

The decisive struggle between the Macedonians and the Athenians, Thebans
and their allies took place on the southern border of Macedonia in the plain
of Chaeronea. The Macedonian king, Philip Il had with him some 30,000 in-
fantry and about 2,000 cavalry, all trained veterans. The Athenians, Thebans
and their allies were equally numerous, but of them only the mercenaries
and Thebans could be called experienced soldiers. On the allied right wing
were the Beotians, some 12,000 led by the Theban Sacred Band. On the left
wing were stationed Athens’ 10,000 hoplites. The center was made up from
the remaining allied contingents, with a stiffening of 5,000 mercenaries.

The Macedonians knew that any serious opposition they got would come
from the Thebans, and that the Athenians were without combat experience.
Philip’s tactical dispositions were made accordingly. He himself commanded
the right wing, at the head of his Guards Brigade, with a strong, light-armed
force to protect his flank. In the center he placed the regiments of the Pha-
lanx. The command of the heavy cavalry on the extreme left wing, opposite
the Sacred Band, went to his son, eighteen-year-old genius Alexander — an
extraordinarily responsible appointment for somebody as young as the
Prince was.

Philip’s right wing slightly outflanked the Athenians left. Step by well-drilled
step, the Guards Brigade moved back, facing to their front a hedgehog bris-
tle of Sarissa holding the pursuit at bay. Presently two things happened for
which Philip had been waiting. The Macedonians backed up on the rising
ground by the banks of a small stream, the Haemus; and that fatal gap at
last opened between the Alliance’s center and Thebans brigades on their
right. Into the gap thus opened, at the head of Macedonia’s finest cavalry di-
vision, thundered the young crowned prince, while a second mounted bri-
gade attacked the Sacred Band from the flank. Very soon the Thebans were
completely surrounded. The Athenians had become badly disorganized dur-
ing their advance. The Macedonians drove them headlong into the foothills,
killed a thousand of them and a few thousand were captured. The entire al-
lied army broke and fled. The young prince Alexander has been credited with
playing a great part in the Macedonian victory as part of Philips elite compa-
nion cavalry, but it was the awesome steadiness and drill of Philip’s Phalanx
of pikemen that won the battle.
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After the total Macedonian victory in the battle of Chaeronea the defeated
Athenians, Thebans and their allies fell under complete Macedonian control.
Never again would they make foreign policy themselves without considering
and following the wishes of Macedonia. Macedonia soon began on her road
to the conquering of the known world, which later resulted in the Great Ma-
cedonian Empire.

Translate the text with the help of a dictionary. Summarize it.

These are the most memorable circumstances recorded in history of Demos-
thenes and Cicero, which have come to our knowledge. But omitting an exact
comparison of their respective faculties in speaking, yet thus much seems fit
to be said; that Demosthenes, to make himself a master in rhetoric, applied
all the faculties he had, natural or acquired, wholly that way that he far sur-
passed in force and strength of eloquence all his contemporaries in political
and judicial speaking, in grandeur and majesty all the panegyrical orators,
and in accuracy and science all the logicians and rhetoricians of his day; that
Cicero was highly educated, and by his diligent study became a most ac-
complished general scholar in all these branches, having left behind him nu-
merous philosophical treatises of his own on Academic principles as, in-
deed, even in his written speeches, both political and judicial, we see him
continually trying to show his learning by the way. And one may discover the
different temper of each of them in their speeches. For Demosthenes’s orato-
ry was without all embellishment and jesting, wholly composed for real ef-
fect and seriousness; not smelling of the lamp, as Pytheas scoffingly said,
but of the temperance, thoughtfulness, austerity, and grave earnestness of
his temper. Whereas Cicero’s love of mockery often ran him into scurrility;
and in his love of laughing away serious arguments in judicial cases by jests
and facetious remarks, with a view to the advantage of his clients, he paid
too little regard to what was decent: saying, for example, in his defence of
Caelius, that he had done no absurd thing in such plenty and affluence to
indulge himself in pleasures, it being a kind of madness not to enjoy the
things we possess, especially since the most eminent philosophers have as-
serted pleasures to be the chiefest good. So also we are told that when Cice-
ro, being consul, undertook the defence of Murena against Cato’s prosecu-
tion, by way of bantering Cato, he made a long series of jokes upon the ab-
surd paradoxes, as they are called, of the Stoic set; so that a loud laughter
passing from the crowd to the judges, Cato, with a quiet smile, said to those
that sat next him, “My friends, what an amusing consul we have.”
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16 Translate these famous quotations by Demosthenes. Choose one you like
most of all and develop the idea in the essay of your own.

“All speech is vain and empty unless it be accompanied by action.”

“Beware lest in your anxiety to avoid war you obtain a master.”

“He who confers a favor should at once forget it, if he is not to show a sordid
ungenerous spirit.”

“To remind a man of a kindness conferred and to talk of it, is little different
from reproach.”

“Small opportunities are often the beginning of great enterprises.”

“The easiest thing of all is to deceive one’s self; for what a man wishes he
generally believes to be true.”

“The facts speak for themselves.”

“The man who has received a benefit ought always to remember it, but he
who has granted it ought to forget the fact at once.”

“Every advantage in the past is judged in the light of the final issue.”

“There is a great deal of wishful thinking in such cases; it is the easiest thing
of all to deceive one’s self.”

“Nothing is easier than self-deceit. For what each man wishes, that he also
believes to be true.”

17 Debate the proposition of Demosthenes:

“There is one safeguard known generally to the wise, which is an advantage
and security to all, but especially to democracies as against despots. What is
it? Distrust.”

18 Topics for discussion and essay writing:

Demosthenes the orator and politician.
The significance of the battle of Chaeronea.
¢ The eclipse and downfall of the Greek city-states.

o o
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19 Speculate and write an essay on the topic:

“What might have happened if Demosthenes had managed to unite the
Greeks.”

20 Translate from Ukrainian into English using the active vocabulary:

®UIN 11 — WAP CTAPOJABHbOI MAKELOHII

LUap @inin Il, skomy cyaunocs ctatn ob’eaHyBayem Bciel Ennagmn n 3aknactu
OCHOBW 3aranbenfiiHCbKOro CO3y, MOCiB Ha TPOH MaKeAOHCbKUX BNAaAMK B
359 p. A0 H. e. [1nA LbOro MOMy NPUMLLINOCA YCYHYTU BCiX iHWNX NPeTEHAEHTIB
Ha NPecTon, y TOMy YMUCNi N CBOrO ManoniTHLOro NAemMiHHMKa, NPAMOro cnaj-
KOEMLA LAapCbKOl Bnaan. AHTUYHI aBTOpu npeacrtaBnatotb Pinina ak noamuy
PO3YyMHY, 34aTHY A0 yNpaBfiHHA, ane BOAHOYAC NiACTYMHY, BIPONOMHY W Xaai-
OHy. Y noniTMyHMX cnpasax BiH OyB BUHaXiaAAMBWUIA i 1OTENHWUIA, OAHAK He rpe-
6yBaB Hi 0OMaHOM, Hi NPAMUM NigKYNOM.

MaibyTHboro MakegoHcbKoro uapsa ®inina Il 6yno BUXoBaHO y rpeLbKoMy Ay-
ci. 3amonoay HaB4aBcs dinocodii y ®iBax B 0HOro 3 y4HiB Benukoro dino-
cota lnatoHa. HenoraHo BMBYMB BiH i BiicbKOBY cnpaBy. ®inina otouyBanu
HaAiMHi N BiaAaHi BOEHAYaNbHUKW, NPEACTaBHUKM KOMMUILHIX MaKeaOHCbKMX
LapCbKMX POAIB i BMLOT apucToKparii. Ha camomy noyaTky CBOro LaptoBaHHS
MOMY BAANOCA BCTAHOBUTM N YCTANWUTWN BNaay MaKeaoOHAH Ha BEIMKUX TEPUTO-
piax MisHiyHOI lpeuiil 1 BepxHboi MakeaoHii, ae melwkKann GeccanincbKo-
(dhpakicbKi nnemeHa. [peKn NOKM He HagaBanu BEIMKOro 3Ha4YeHHA 3POCTaH-
HIO MOTYTHOCTI MaKeAOHCbKOro LapcTea. BoHu 6ynu 3alHATI CBOTMU BHYTPILL-
HiMM Npobnemamu, Hamaratuncb ycima MOXAMBUMUN 3acobamu, B TOMY YnUCAi
N BINCbKOBUMMW, BUNPABUTM €KOHOMIYHE 1 30BHIiLIHbOMOAITUYHE CTAHOBULLE
KpaiHK, NopylieHe KpM30to NOJiCHOT CUCTeMU, Lo noyanacs.

®inin Il He NnpuMxoBYyBaB CBOIX MNAHIB WOAO MOCUMAEHHA BNAWBY Ha rpeLbKi
cnpaBu. Ane AnsA LbOro Momy HeobOXifHO Oyno nokasaTn rpekam 3pocTakody
cuny MaKkeoHCbKOTO LlapcTBa. Tomy BiH 34ilcHI0E pedopmy apmii, 60 nuile
cunoto 36poi moxHa 6yno JomorTucsa npaBa cTati apbiTpom y 3aranbHorpe-
LIbKMX CnpaBax.
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ARISTOTLE

ARISTOTLE studied at Plato’s Academy at Athens, where he remained for twenty
years, first as a student and then as a teacher and researcher. Later Aristotle left
Athens, and took charge of the education of Alexander the Great. In 335 Aristotle
returned to Athens, as a resident alien and founded his school, the Lyceum,
where his group was known as the Peripatetics owing to the covered court
round the building, in which instruction and discussion took place. After Alexan-
der’s death when an anti-Macedonian policy prevailed at Athens, Aristotle was
moved out of the city.

Aristotle’s writings were of unparalleled scope and dimensions; and out of a vast
number of treatises no less than forty-seven have survived. Their basis was logi-
cal reasoning; for although Aristotle, unlike other ancient thinkers, did not re-
gard logic as a science, he located it in the forecourt of the sciences, as a neces-
sary preliminary to them all.

His Organon (Instrument, Tool) consists of six studies. Categories describes and
classifies terms and phrases, offering ten basic forms of statements on Being. In
the theoretical field, a group of fourteen of Aristotle’s treatises known as the Me-
taphysics examines the nature of reality, that is to say its causes, the principles of
existence, and the essential substance of the universe.

Aristotle thought more deeply about the political structure of Greek society than
anyone ever before, and wrote about the subject at great length. His Politics, re-
mains the most ample and searching investigation into the political conditions of
ancient Greece. The treatise approaches the topic from the viewpoint of the city-
state, which provided, Aristotle assumed, the fullest life for its individual citi-
zens. Thus they are biologically defined, as city-state beings, social animals
whose natural, highest goal (telos) is to live in a polis. A discussion of slavery
which follows adopts the view that the servitude of slaves to the free, and of bar-
barians to the Greeks is condition of nature. Book II offers a historical survey of
politic examining a number of “model” constitutions, especially to Sparta, Crete
and Carthage, and discussing various legislators. In contrast with degenerate and
undesirable types (tyranny, oligarchy). Then Aristotle analyses various defects
that damage political life, and the ways of eliminating them. It is taken for
granted that every state includes, within itself; two parties, divided on economic
lines, and perpetually at daggers drawn with one another. Like Plato, Aristotle
regards education, under state control, as the first essential. Aristotle regards the
city-state as the natural, optimum kind of self-sufficient society.

His governing class, an exemplification of the Mean, would consist, for the sake
of stability, of an aristocracy of intellect and virtue, comprising basically the
middle class: those citizens who enjoyed moderate prosperity, and did not feel
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discontented enough to want political convulsions or imprudent adventures. Ci-
tizenship would be restricted to a smaller minority than actually possessed this
privilege at Athens; agricultural labourers and artisans and shopkeepers would
not be allowed to become citizens at all, because manual labour makes a person
coarse and leaves no time for a citizen’s duties, which require leisure. The “natu-
ral slave” is another reactionary feature although Aristotle did qualify the severi-
ty of his definition by claiming that no Greek should enslave Greek.

Poetics remains the earliest and the most important of all Greek contributions to
literary criticism. It exercised adominant influence upon the French classical
drama of the seventeenth century.

The problem which Aristotle was trying to tackle has remained insoluble, giving
subsequent rise to speculative fanaticisms far more harmful than his own labo-
rious, subtle endeavours. And when he came down to earth, his [onian passion
for investigation of natural phenomena — despite inevitable shortcomings by
modern standards — illuminated innumerable subjects with his robust yet in-
spired passion for orderliness, displayed by inexhaustible classifications, but al-
so, at the same time, accompanied by an unremitting responsiveness to the com-
plexity and variety of nature and human beings. One of his eulogies of meticul-
ous personal observation (of bees) has already been quoted. And Aristotle also
remarked, in more general terms, that “those whom indulgence in long discus-
sions has rendered unobservant of facts are too ready to dogmatize from a few
observations”.

This devotion to individual facts began to free the sciences from the domination
of philosophy. Nevertheless, philosophers of the ensuing epoch relied on Aris-
totle extensively, and the debts owed to his work by Stoics and Epicureans have
now been shown to be more substantial than was previously believed. An Aristo-
telian element also found its way into subsequent versions of Platonism, and this
influenced early Christian thought. Then Latin translations of Aristotle’s works,
taken from Arabic versions, dominated the writings of the schoolmen” and all
the Summa of St Thomas Aquinas (c. 1225—74). Later, too, Francis Bacon
(1561—1626), adopting Aristotle’s division and distinction between the Four
Causes, paid him the compliment of entitling his own work the Novum Organum.
Indeed, Aristotle was the man who established the major and still accepted divi-
sions of philosophy; and whereas Plato gave leading categories their names,
Aristotle added numerous, more detailed, definitions. And it is from him that
philosophers and scientists, of one generation after another, have derived their
philosophical terminology which has entered into the inherited vocabulary of
educated men and women, so that we employ these terms continually without
any longer recalling their source.

He has been seen throughout the ages as the supreme scholar pursuing the life of
the intellect for its own sake; and his posthumous prestige has been more endur-
ing than any other thinker’s. Although there is little point in trying to draw up a
list, in order of merit, of the astonishingly numerous personages of genius who
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lived during the fifth and fourth centuries BC, it is impossible to think of any
whose contribution to the world was greater than Aristotle’s.

exercises

o Q

Give Ukrainian equivalents of the following expressions:

Resident alien; writings of unparalleled scope and dimensions; to examine
the nature of reality; the principles of existence; the essential substance of
the universe; in contrast with; to take for granted; self-sufficient society; im-
prudent adventure; an artisan; to remain insoluble; to come down to earth;
to render smb. unobservant of facts

Find in the text English equivalents to the following Ukrainian expressions:

[loCNifHUK; NOTiYHE MUCNEHHS; HAa BiAMIHY Bif iHWNX MucauTenis; OyTTs; Ma-
Tepif; NONITUYHMI YCTPIN CYCNinbCTBA; AOKNAAHO; peTeNnbHe W JOKNaaHe [o-
CNiMKeHHA; NiaXoanT A0 Npobnemu 3 NOrnaAy Yoro-Hebyab; NPUIAMATH TOYKY
30py; pabCcTBO; MOHEBONEHHS; MOHEBO/OBATU; OYTI Ha HOXaX i3 KUM-Heby/ab;
NpaBASYNIA Knac; NONITUYHI XBUAOBAHHA (MOTPACiHHA); xnibopob (hepmep);
(i3nyHa npausA; 6patnca 3a po3B’a3aHHA Npobnemu; BUBYEHHA ABULL NPUPO-

an.

Answer the following questions to check how carefully you have read the
text:

What do we know about Aristotle’s life?

What were Aristotle’s writings devoted to? What treatises by Aristotle do you
know?

What did Aristotle investigate in his treatise Politics? What problems are
raised in it? How did Aristotle tackle them?

What kind of state did Aristotle stand up for? Prove your point of view.

How did Aristotle explain natural phenomena?
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Did Aristotle exert influence on philosophers of the ensuing epoch?
What was Aristotle’s enduring contribution to the world?

Explain the meaning of the following terms:

The Lyceum; the Peripatetics; Organon; the Four Causes.

Decide whether the following statements are true or false; correct the
wrong ones:

Aristotle joined the Academy and studied under Plato, attending his lectures
for a period of twenty years.

At the death of Plato in 347, Aristotle succeeded to the leadership of the
Academy.

Aristotle was a politician and the dominant feature of his political advocacy
was hatred of Macedonia in the person of Philip until his death and thereaf-
ter of Alexander the Great.

Upon the death of Philip, Alexander succeeded to the kingship and prepared
for his subsequent conquests. Aristotle’s work being finished, he returned to
Athens.

When teaching at the Lyceum, Aristotle had a habit of walking about as he
discoursed. It was in connection with this that his followers became known
in later years as the peripatetics, meaning “to walk about”.

All the works by Aristotle came down to us intact.

Aristotle was a great thinker but he limited himself only to philosophy.

For Aristotle, the subject of metaphysics deals with the first principles of
scientific knowledge and the ultimate conditions of all existence. More spe-
cifically, it deals with existence in its most fundamental state, and the essen-
tial attributes of existence.

Aristotle stood aside from politics.

According to Aristotle slavery is a natural institution because there is a ruling
and a subject class among people related to each other as soul to body;
however, we must distinguish between those who are slaves by nature, and
those who have become slaves merely by war and conquest.

Aristotle demanded that all the residents should be admitted to citizenship.
Aristotle didn’t make any attempt to investigate and explain natural phenomena.
Aristotle’s theories about drama influenced later playwrights, especially in
France.

Aristotle’s works were held in the highest esteem in the Middle Ages.
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Substitute the words and phrases in italics with the active vocabulary:

Aristotle’s writings were of unequalled range and extent. Their basis was ra-
tional thinking.

Aristotle, unlike other ancient thinkers, didn’t regard logic as science.
Aristotle wrote about the political structure of Greek society in detail. His Pol-
itics remains the most sufficient and penetrating inquiry into the political
conditions of ancient Greece.

Aristotle maintained that slavery was a condition of nature but he claimed
that no Greek should subjugate Greek.

It is taken as a matter of course that every state includes two parties divided
on economic lines and perpetually at sword’s points.

According to Aristotle the ruling class would consist, for the sake of stability,
of the middle class: those citizens who enjoyed reasonable affluence and
didn’t feel dissatisfied enough to waul political upheaval.

Aristotle’s Poetics exerted a preeminent influence on the French classical
drama.

The problem which Aristotle was trying to solve has remained inextricable,
giving subsequent rise to theoretical fanaticisms far more damaging than his
own arduous, subtle attempts.

An Aristotelian element alio penetrated into ensuing versions of Platonism,
and this influenced early Christian thought.

Aristotle’s postmortal authority has been more durable than any other think-
ers.

Fill in the blanks with the given words and phrases:

Scholar, a resident alien, Peripatetics, to escape, unparalleled scope and di-
mensions, researcher, to found a school, field of knowledge, in contrast with,
to exercise a dominant influence, political structure, to investigate natural
phenomena, thinker, instruction, impiety, to survive, scope, the nature of re-
ality, thought, to take charge of, logical reasoning, anti-Macedonian, to re-
gard.

Greek philosopher, , and physician, one of the greatest fig-
ures in the history of Western was born in Stagira, Macedonia. In 367 he
went to Athens, where he was associated with Plato’s Academy until Plato’s
death in 347 BC. He then spent time in Asia Minor and in Mytilene (on Les-
bos). In 342 BC he was invited by Philip of Macedon to the educa-
tion of his son, Alexander (later, the Great). He returned to Athens as a
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in 335 BC and (the Lyceum); his followers were called sup-
posedly from his practice of walking up and down restlessly during his
and discussion. After Alexander’s death (323 BC), there was a

strong sentiment in Athens; Aristotle was accused of and,
perhaps with Socrates’ fate in mind, to Chalcis in Euboea, where he
died the next year. Aristotle’s writings represented an enormous, encyclo-
pedic output over virtually every : logic, metaphysics, ethics, poli-
tics, rhetoric, poetry, biology, zoology, physics, and psychology. They were of
. Their basis was other ancient thinkers, Aristotle
didn’t logic as a science. He examined the wrote about the
of Greek society at great length. He tried to and explain the
. The bulk of the work that actually consists of unpublished

material in the form of lecture notes or students’ textbooks; but even this in-
complete corpus is extraordinary for its originality, systematization, and so-
phistication, and his work a on mediaeval philosophy (es-
pecially through St Thomas Aquinas), Islamic philosophy, and indeed on the
whole Western intellectual and scientific tradition.

8 Insert the missing prepositions wherever necessary:

The political and social upheaval caused ... the Persian Wars as well as con-
tinued strife between Athens and Sparta had ... least one unintended con-
sequence. ... the 5th century, a flood ... new ideas poured ... Athens. ... gen-
eral, these new ideas came ... a result ... an influx ... lonian thinkers ... the
Attic peninsula. Athens had become the intellectual and artistic center ... the
Greek world. Furthermore, ... the mid-sth century, it had become more com-
mon ... advanced thinkers to reject traditional explanations ... the world ...
nature. ... a result ... the experience ... a century ... war, religious beliefs de-
clined. Gods and goddesses were no longer held ... the same regard as they
had been a century earlier. The Persian and Peloponnesian Wars taught that
the actions ... men and women determine their own destiny. Meanwhile,
more traditional notions ... right and wrong were called ... question, and all
... this was expressed ... Hellenic tragedy and comedy.

The Greeks used their creative energies to explain experience ... recourse ...
history, tragedy, comedy, art and architecture. But their creative energies
were also used to “invent” philosophy, defined as “the love of wisdom”. ...
general, philosophy came ... existence when the Greeks discovered their
dissatisfaction ... supernatural and mythical explanations ... reality. ... time,
Greek thinkers began to suspect that there was a rational or logical order to
the universe.
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9 Translate the following sentences from Ukrainian into English using the
active vocabulary:

ApucTotenb — BUAATHUIA YYEHUA, MUCAUTENb | AOCNIAHWUK AaBHUHMN.

TBopy ApUCTOTENA TOPKATLCA NPAKTMYHO BCiX 06n1acTein 3HaHHA 1 BPaXaloTb

CBOTM pi3HOMaHITTAM. Ane, Ha BigMiHy Big lnaTtoHa, BiH He 3amaBCA maTema-

TUKOIO.

c  fK6M cbOroAHi HaC MONPOCUAN CKNACTU CMUCOK HAMBUAATHILLMX BYEHUX CTa-
POBWHM 3riAHO 3acnyr, To ApUCToTeNnb 040MB 6L 1Aoro.

d Micna cmepti OnekcaHapa MakeaoHCbKOro, Konu B AdiHax nepeBaxanu aHTU-
MaKe[OHCbKi HacTpol, Apuctotensi 6yno BUrHAHO 3 MicTa.

e B ocHoBi TBOpiB ApUcCToTENA NEXUTb NOriYHE MipKYBaHHA, Xxo4a cam ApuUCTo-
TeNb He BBaXaB JIOTiKYy OKPEMOIO HAYKOI0.

f  Apuctotenb y cBoemy dinococbKOMy BYEHHI aHanizyBaB fABULLA NPUPOAN,
PO3BUTOK MOACbKOrO CycninbCTBa, POpMM AepPKaBHOIO YCTPOIO.

g  ApucToTenb Aywe AOKNAAHO OMMCaB MOAITWYHMIA ycTpin Mpewii. Moro TpakTar
«loniTMKa» 3annWaETbca HAWObINbW AOKNAAHUM i PETENbHUM AOCHIIKEHHAM
noniTMyHmx 3acag [pesHbol [peuii. Apuctotens NigxoanB A0 PilleHHA L€l
npobnemu 3 nornagy nonica. Yce, w0 nponoHysas ApucTtoTenb, 610 CnpsiMo-
BAHO Ha €KOHOMIYHe i couianbHe 3MiLlHEHHSA rpeLbKoro noaica B nepiog noro
3aHenagy.

h  Apwuctotenb aaB BM3HAYeHHS OCHOBHMM KaTeropism dinocodii. Came 1oro
TEPMIHONOTIEI0 KOPUCTYIOTLCA BYEHI 3 MOKONIHHA B MOKOMIHHA.

i ®inocodis Apucrtotenss mana BeNMYe3HUN BNAMB Ha PO3BUTOK (inocodcbKol
AYMKW B €Mnoxy Mi3HbOro cepefHboBivyYs, Habyna B €BPONENCbKUX KpalHax
3HAY€eHHA He3anepeyHoro aBTOPMUTETY 3 YCiX HANPAMKIB HAYKOBOrO 3HAHHA.

j  ApwuctoTenb BUBYAB OCHOBHI Npobiemun po3BUTKY NpMpoamn N CycninbLCTBa, 3a-
NMpoBaAMB TEPMIHONOTIi0, KA He BTPaThAa CBOr0 3HAYEHHSA 1 NOHMHI.

k  Apwuctotenb nonynapusyBaB CBOI in0oCOPCbKi NOrAaAn B MUCTELbKM CTUNI30-
BAHWX flianorax, AKi BTpayeHo. 36epernucs Aeski NeKwil 1 YncneHHi npau,i.

|  3a Apucrotenem, onTUManbHU AePKABHUN YCTPil ABASAE COOOK CyMill onira-

PXil N A€MOKpaTil, y AKI JeMOKPATUYHI eNeMEeHTU MOBUHHI nepeBamaru. Ix-

HIMW HOCiAMM NMOBUWHHI BYTU MiLlHIi BEPCTBY CepeAHiX BNACHUKIB, AKi He bynn 6

Hi 6aratmu, Hi 6igHUMUK, TOMY LLO 1 Ti i iHWI CXMAbHI 10 po36eLeHOoCTi Il He-

cnpaseaanBocCTi. ApMCToTeNb YCBIAOMIIOBAB, WO NIOANHA MOXe peanisyBatu-

CA NULLE AK YNeH CYCNinbCTBa, fKe BiH yABNAB GMM3bKMM [10 Cy4aCHOTo Momy

nonica. lgeonoriyHi 3a6060HK, 0OYMOBIEHI COLianbHO AIACHICTIO, 3MYLLIYBaA-

nv Apuctotens BUnpasayBaTv pabCcTBo, AK MOPOMKEHHSA CaMOl MPUPOAMN.

o o
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10 Translate from Ukrainian into English:

NONITIA APUCTOTENSA

Haibinblu NOBHO 1 NOCNIAOBHO, 3 ypaxyBaHHAM KOHKPETHMX YMOB CBOTO Yacy,
CKNaB NPOEKT iaeanbHO AepKaBM HAUBMAATHIWNW y4eHU | mucantens IV cT.
A0 H.e. — ApucTotenb. BiH BUBYMB NPUHLUNKN AEPKABHOIO YCTPOK 153 rpe-
LbKMX NOMICIB i HanucaB TeopeTUYHNN TpakTat «llonitnka». Y Hbomy BYEHUN
cnpobyBaB npoaHanisyBaTy BCi cy4acHi nomy Gopmun Jep*aBHOro yCTpoto i
YyCTaHOBUTW 3aKOHOMIPHOCTI CYyCNiNIbHOrO PO3BUTKY.

3a Apuctotenem, OpMK AEPKABHOTO YCTPOI MOXKHA PO3AiANTL HA TPY BUAN:
moHapxito (NpaBNiHHA OAHOr0), apucmokpamiro (NPaBRiHHA KinbKoX) i noJi-
mito (NpaBniHHs 6aratbox). Came Taki hopmu BiH Ha3MBAB «MPaBUNbHUMMY.
Lli Tpm «npaBunbHi» opmm B NpoLeci CBOro po3BUTKY MO/ NePEXOANTA B
NnepeKpyyYeHi, «HenpaBu/bHi»: MOHApXiA — Yy MuUpaHito, apuCcToKpartia — B
onieapxit, nonitia — B ox1okpamito (Bnaga opbu) abo demokpamiro.
Buxoasum i3 3anponoHoBaHoi Knacudikauii, Apuctotenb 6yB npubidyHMKOM
iA,e0N0riT 3aMOXHUX BEPCTB rPeLbKoro CycninbCrea, BUABAAOYN YECHOTU MO-
HapxiT, apucToKparii i nonitii. HanKpalloo Gopmoto AepHKaBHOMO YCTPOK BiH
yBayaB NoJiTilo, AKa BMpaxana Moro NoMipHO-AeMOKpaTUyHi nornagun, wo
36irannca 3 nornAgamu 3aMOXHUX FPeKiB, AKi Oynu roToBi NiTKM Ha NOCTYNKW
CBOTM HE3aMOXHUM criBrpomagaHam. [Toaimis, Ha aymey Apuctotens, 3abes-
neyyBana 6e3KoHMNIKTHe cniBicHYBaHHA GigHKUX i 6aratnx rpomaasH, nepes-
6avatoun nepepo3noain matepianbHUX 6nar cepen HaceneHHs nonica. TinbKu
onopa Ha TOProBO-PEMiCHUYMIN CepefHin Knac 3moxe 3abesneynt Miub
AEpKaBuW, B AKIN cTaplie NOKONiIHHSA Oyae ynpaBasati, a MONOJLIE — HEeCTM
BiNCbKOBY cnyx0Oy. baraTcTBo rpomajsH i He030PiCTb TEPUTOPIT HE MOXYTb OY-
TW HagMipHUMKU — abu TiNbKN HAaCeNeHHs nonica 3anuWanocs NOMipHUM Y
CBOIX notpebax.

Y nockoHanomy nonici Apuctotens 36epiranocs pabcrso. CnpaBa B Tomy, LIO
MUCAUTENDb NOAINAB BCiX NOAEN HA NOBHOYIHHUX — €NNiHiB i HENOBHOYIHHUX —
BapBapiB i pabiB. BurigHe reorpaciyHe po3TalwyBaHHsa peLii i yMmiHHA enniHiB
NiAKOPATM M NaHyBaTh, Ha AYMKY ApUCTOTeNA, Aa€E rpeKkam npaBo NaHyBaHHA
Haf iHWKMK HapoaamK, AN AKUX NPUPOAHNIA CTaH — pabCTBO, a EanHA hopma
NpaBNiHHA — TUpaHiYHa BNaaa, abCcoNTHO HENPUAHATHA ANA eNNiHiB, WO BU-
3HalOTb NMLIe TPaAMLilo 1 3aKOH. 3BiacK Apuctotenb pobuTb BUCHOBOK: FPeKM
mornu 6 ynpaBnsTv BCiM CBITOM, AKOU 3MOrM 06’€AHATUCA B CMiBTOBAPUCTBO.
[boMaasHM AOCKOHanol aepxaBu 3abe3nedyeHi BCim HeOOXiagHMM, ane He 3a-
MMatoTbCA Hi PEMECNOM, Hi TopriBnetn. ApUCToTeNb YBaXae, Lo QiznyHa npaus
— [10NA PeMiCHUKIB i pabiB. PEMiCHUKI NMOBUHHI ByTW BinbHKMMM, ane no36as-
NEHUMWN TPOMAAAHCBHKMX MpPaB. 3emMia MOXe Hanexatu TibKW rpomagsaHam,
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11

npuyomy 6esnocepeaHi BUpoOHMKM — xnibopobu 1 peMiCHUKM — npaB Ha 3e-
M0 HE Mal0Tb.

TakKMM YMHOM, MONITUYHUI YCTPIN ifeanbHOro nonica, NPOEKT AKOro 3anpono-
HyBaB ApucToTenb, MaB ByT apucmokpamuyHum.

Yce, W0 nponoHyBaB ApuctoTenb, 6y10 CNpsiMOBAHO Ha 3MilLlHEHHS €KOHOMI-
YHMX i colianbHMUX OCHOB FPeLbKOro nonica B Yac 3aHenaay.

Translate the text without a dictionary. Summarize it.

At the death of Plato in 347, the pre-eminent ability of Aristotle would seem
to have designated him to succeed to the leadership of the Academy. But his
divergence from Plato’s teachings was too great to make this possible, and
Plato’s nephew Speusippus was chosen instead. At the invitation of his
friend Hermeas, ruler of Atarneus and Assos in Mysia, Aristotle left for his
court. He stayed three year and, while there, married Pythias, the niece of
the King. In later life he was married a second time to a woman named Her-
pyllis, who bore him a son, Nichomachus. At the end of three years Hermeas
was overtaken by the Persians, and Aristotle went to Mytilene. At the invita-
tion of Philip of Macedonia he became the tutor of his 13 year old son Alex-
ander (later world conqueror); he did this for the next five years. Both Philip
and Alexander appear to have paid Aristotle high honor, and there were sto-
ries that Aristotle was supplied by the Macedonian court, not only with funds
for teaching, but also with thousands of slaves to collect specimens for his
studies in natural science. These stories are probably false and certainly ex-
aggerated.

Upon the death of Philip, Alexander succeeded to the kingship and prepared
for his subsequent conquests. Aristotle’s work being finished, he returned to
Athens, which he had not visited since the death of Plato. He found the Pla-
tonic school flourishing under Xenocrates, and Platonism the dominant phi-
losophy of Athens. He thus set up his own school at a place called the Ly-
ceum. When teaching at the Lyceum, Aristotle had a habit of walking about
as he discoursed. It was in connection with this that his followers became
known in later years as the peripatetics, meaning “to walk about.” For the
next thirteen years he devoted his energies to his teaching and composing
his philosophical treatises. He is said to have given two kinds of lectures:
the more detailed discussions in the morning for an inner circle of advanced
students, and the popular discourses in the evening for the general body of
lovers of knowledge. At the sudden death of Alexander in 323 BCE., the pro-
Macedonian government in Athens was overthrown, and a general reaction
occurred against anything Macedonian. A charge of impiety was trumped up
against him. To escape prosecution he fled to Chalcis in Euboea so that
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(Aristotle says) “The Athenians might not have another opportunity of sin-
ning against philosophy as they had already done in the person of So-
crates.” In the first year of his residence at Chalcis he complained of a sto-
mach illness and died in 322 BCE.

I The importance of Aristotle in the intellectual history of Europe is too well

known to need explanation or defense. The range and power of his achieve-
ments place him without question in the shortest of short lists of the giants
of Western thought. To many generations of thinkers he was known simply as
“The Philosopher.” Dante, with reverence but without exaggeration, honored
him with the proud title of “master of those who know.” Darwin testified to
his huge achievement as a biologist: “Linnaeus and Cuvier have been my
two gods, but they were mere schoolboys to old Aristotle.” All studies in for-
mal logic until very recent times were footnotes to his work. In the study of
ethics, politics, and literary criticism he set standard’s of sanity, urbanity,
and penetration by which his successors two thousand years later may still
be severely judged. His theological speculations are still the basis for the
natural theology of the Roman Catholic Church. There is no problem in any of
the branches of what is still called philosophy — ontology, epistemology,
metaphysics, ethics — on which his remarks do not continue to deserve the
most careful attention from the modern inquirer.
And yet, it can be claimed that his historical importance and influence do not
constitute the most important reasons for continuing to study his writings at
the present time. Indeed, there are two points of view from which his great
historical influence can be charged to the debit side of the account. In the
first place, the sheer weight of his authority has often inhibited his succes-
sors from making their own independent contributions to thought. In logic
and the natural sciences especially, his disciples have been slow to see
when the time had come to go further than their master, or in a different di-
rection. Secondly (and this is more important for the purpose of this book),
the historical interest of all his writings is inclined to obscure the interest
that some of them have, not merely as documents for antiquarian study, but
as living contributions to fields of inquiry in which the most important writ-
ings, however ancient, never go out of date.

12 Translate these famous quotations by Aristotle. Choose one you like most
of all and develop the idea in the essay of your own.

“All men by nature desire to know.”

“Both oligarch and tyrant mistrust the people, and therefore deprive them of
their arms.”

“Change in all things is sweet.”
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“Demcracy arises out of the notion that those who are equal in any respect
are equal in all respects; because men are equally free, they claim to be ab-
solutely equal.”

“Democracy is when the indigent, and not the men of property, are the ru-
lers.”

“Education is an ornament in prosperity and a refuge in adversity.”

“Fear is pain arising from the anticipation of evil.”

“Happiness depends upon ourselves.”

“If liberty and equality, as is thought by some, are chiefly to be found in de-
mocracy, they will be best attained when all persons alike share in govern-
ment to the utmost.”

“In a democracy the poor will have more power than the rich because there
are more of them, and the will of the majority is supreme.”

“It is unbecoming for young men to utter maxims.”

“Man is by nature a political animal.”

“Men acquire a particular quality by constantly acting in a particular way.”
“Men create gods after their own image, not only with regard to their form
but with regard to their mode of life.

“Nature does nothing uselessly.”

“Of all the varieties of virtues, liberalism is the most beloved.”

“Republics decline into democracies and democracies degenerate into des-
potisms.”

“The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.”

“The worst form of inequality is to try to make unequal things equal.”

“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, therefore, is not an act, but a
habit.”

“We make war that we may live in peace.”

“Well begun is half done.”

“Wishing to be friends is quick work, but friendship is a slow ripening fruit.”
“Youth is easily deceived because it is quick to hope.”

13 Debate the proposition of Shelley:

“The period which intervened between the birth of Pericles and the death of
Aristotle is undoubtedly, whether considered in itself or with reference to the
effect which it has produced upon the subsequent destinies of civilized man,
the most memorable in the history of the world.”
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14 Write a report about Aristotle according to the plan:

a Time

b  Biography

¢ Ideas

d Works

e Contribution

4 Topics for discussion and essay writing:

The ideal states of Plato and Aristotle.
Aristotle and Alexander the Great.
¢ Aristotle’s contribution to the world.

o o

POINTS FOR DISCUSSION

a  What are the most important contributions the ancient Greeks made to the
world today? List the most impressive and beautiful accomplishments of the
Greeks.

b  What are the subjects that interested the Greek philosophers? What ideas
did they develop?

¢ Was everyone eligible for citizenship in ancient Greece? If not, who was ex-
cluded? Would ancient Greece still be considered a democracy today? Why
or why not?

d Compare the myths of ancient Greece with other fables, folktales, or tall tales
that you have studied. What are some common themes? How are Greek
myths different?

e Compare the modern Olympics to the Olympics in Ancient Greece.
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supplementary reading

METAPHYSICS
by Aristotle

BOOK I

1. The study of the truth is in one way easy, in another difficult. An indication of
this is that no single person can adequately understand it, although it cannot be
the case that everybody fails to hit upon it. Everyone has something to say about
nature; and, though one person’s individual contribution is of little orno account,
from all our joint contributions something substantial emerges. Thus, if this study
seems to correspond with our proverb “Who can miss the gate?” in that sense it
is easy. But the difficulty of the subject is shown by our being able to gain some
grasp of it as a whole, but not of any particular part of it. Perhaps, since difficulty
can be of two kinds, the cause of it here lies not in the content of the subject but
in ourselves; for the intellectual faculty of our souls reacts to what are by nature
the brightest of all things, as bats’ eyes react to daylight.

But it is not only to those whose opinions we may share that we should be grate-
ful, but also to those who have dealt with the subject more superficially. They,
too, made a contribution by forming in us a .disposition for the subject. If there
had been no Timotheus, we should have missed a great deal of music; but if
there had been no Phrynis, there would have been no Timotheus. It is the same
with those who have talked about truth. From some we have received certain opi-
nions; others have been the causes of their being in a position | to hold these
opinions.

It is quite right for philosophy to be described as the knowledge of the truth. Truth
is the aim of a contemplative study, action that of a practical study; for even if
practical men do study the state of a thing, they do not study its cause for its own
sake, but for some immediate and relative purpose. We do not know the truth
about anything without knowing its cause; and in every case that thing more than
any other possesses a quality that causes other things to share its name and cha-
racter; fire, for instance, is of all things the hottest and is the cause of heat in eve-
rything else. Hence, too, that thing is the truer that causes things subordinate to
it to be true. Therefore, the first principles of things that exist forever must be of
all things the truest. They are not just sometimes true, nor is anything else the
cause of their being; rather, they are the cause of the being of everything else.
Thus, everything has as much truth as it has being. [...]

2. Our attitude towards what we listen to is determined by our habits. We expect
things to be said in the way in which we are accustomed to talk ourselves; things
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that are said in some other way do not seem the same at all but seem, rather, in-
comprehensible and strange because of their unfamiliarity; for it is what is famili-
ar that we find comprehensible. Some people will not listen to anyone who does
not talk in the manner of a mathematician, others will not listen to anyone who
does not use illustrations, others again expect a poet to be adduced as an au-
thority. Some people want rigorous treatment in everything, whereas others are
annoyed by it, either because they cannot follow it or because of its pettiness; for
rigorousness does carry with it something that makes some people feel that in
arguments, just as in business transactions, it is ratherilliberal.

Thus, one needs already to have been educated in the way to approach each sub-
ject: it would be strange to be inquiring at one and the same time into a science
and into the way in which it should be acquired, for it is not easy to grasp either
of these things even on its own. We must not look for mathematical rigor in every
subject, but only in those fields where there is no matter involved. So it is not the
right way to approach nature, since all nature presumably contains matter. We
must, then, first of all inquire what nature is, since in this Way it will become clear
what natural science is about.

ALEXANDER THE GREAT

Alexander the Great or Alexander Ill, 356—323 BC, king of Macedon, conquered
much of Asia. The son of Philip Il of Macedon and Olympias, he had Aristotle as
his tutor and was given a classical education. Philip saw to it that his only son
had the best education. Alexander and his compatriots studied for three years
under Aristotle. Alexander also received the very finest education in warfare and
politics — Philip taught him.

Alexander was a bundle of contradictions and extremes. He was both mystical
and practical, a dreamer and a pragmatist. He was capable of planning grand
strategies, yet paid attention to the details of supply and logistics while on the
march. He paid careful attention to his image and it is very difficult for us to sepa-
rate fact from propaganda.

His soldiers adored him, as did most who met him. He was handsome, coura-
geous, intelligent. He was tireless in the field, able to out-work most everyone
around him. Yet, he was also a dreamer. He had visions. His mother told him that
he was not the son of Philip but the son of Apollo. In short, he was everything a
legend should be.

Alexander had no part in the murder of his father, although he may have resented
him because he neglected Olympias for another wife. He succeeded to the throne
in 336 BC and immediately showed his talent for leadership by quieting the res-
tive cities of Greece, then putting down uprisings in Thrace and lllyria. Thebes re-
volted on a false rumor that Alexander was dead. The young king rushed south
and sacked the city, sparing only the temples and Pindar’s house.
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Greece and the Balkan Peninsula secured, Alexander then crossed (334) the Hel-
lespont (now the Dardanelles) and, as head of an allied Greek army, undertook
the war on Persia that his father had been planning. The march he had begun was
to be one of the greatest in history. At the Granicus River (near the Hellespont) he
met and defeated a Persian force and moved on to take Miletus and Halicarnas-
sus. For the first time Persia faced a united Greece, and Alexander saw himself as
the spreader of Panhellenic ideals. Having taken most of Asia Minor, he entered
(333) Syria and there in the battle of Issus met and routed the hosts of Darius Il
of Persia, who fled before him.

Alexander, triumphant, now envisioned conquest of the whole of the Persian Em-
pire. It took him nearly a year to reduce Tyre and Gaza, and in 332, in full com-
mand of Syria, he entered Egypt. There he met no resistance. When he went to the
oasis of Amon he was acknowledged as the son of Amon-Ra, and this may have
contributed to a conviction of his own divinity. In the winter he founded Alexan-
dria, perhaps the greatest monument to his name, and in the spring of 331 he re-
turned to Syria, then went to Mesopotamia where he met Darius again in the bat-
tle of Guagamela. The battle was hard, but Alexander was victorious. He marched
to Babylon, then went to Susa and on to Persepolis, where he burned the palaces
of the Persians and looted the city.

He was now the visible ruler of the Persian Empire, pursuing the fugitive Darius to
Ecbatana, which submitted in 330, and on to Bactria. There the satrap Bessus, a
cousin of Darius, had the Persian king murdered and declared himself king. Alex-
ander went on through Bactria and captured and executed Bessus. He was now in
the regions beyond the Oxus River (the present-day Amu Darya), and his men
were beginning to show dissatisfaction. In 330 a conspiracy against Alexander
was said to implicate the son of one of his generals, Parmenion; Alexander not
only executed the son but also put the innocent Parmenion to death. This act and
other instances of his harshness further alienated the soldiers, who disliked Al-
exander’s assuming Persian dress and the manner of a despot.

Nevertheless Alexander conquered all of Bactria and Sogdiana after hard fighting
and then went on from what is today Afghanistan into North India. Some of the
princes there received him favorably, but at the Hydaspes he met and defeated
an army under Porus. He overran the Punjab, but there his men would go no
farther. He had built a fleet, and after going down the Indus to its delta, he sent
Nearchus with the fleet to take it across the unknown route to the head of the
Persian Gulf, a daring undertaking. He himself led his men through the desert re-
gions of modern Baluchistan, South Afghanistan, and South Iran. The march, ac-
complished with great suffering, finally ended at Susa in 324.

At Susa Alexander found that many of the officials he had chosen to govern the
conquered lands had indulged in corruption and misrule. Meanwhile certain an-
tagonisms had developed against Alexander; in Greece, for instance, many de-
cried his execution of Aristotle’s nephew, the historian Callisthenes, and the
Greek cities resented his request that they treat him as a god. Alexander’s Mace-

PAGE 92



donian officers balked at his attempt to force them to intermarry with the Persians
(he had himself married Roxana, a Bactrian princess, as one of his several wives),
and they resisted his Eastern ways and his vision of an empire governed by toler-
ance. There was a mutiny, but it was put down. In 323, Alexander was planning a
voyage by sea around Arabia when he caught a fever and died at 33. After his
death his generals fell to quarreling about dividing the rule. His only son was Al-
exander Aegus, born to Roxana after Alexander’s death and destined for a short
and pitiful life.

Whether or not Alexander had plans for a world empire cannot be determined. He
had accomplished greater conquests than any before him, but he did not have
time to mold the government of the lands he had taken. He influenced the spread
of Hellenism throughout the Middle East and into Asia, establishing city-states
modeled on Greek institutions that flourished long after his death.

By his conquests, Alexander had changed the world. But what had not changed
was the inclination to create myth. There are many legends about him, e.g., his
feats on his horse Bucephalus and his cutting of the Gordian knot.

Even while Alexander lived, his court historian, Callisthenes had written of an in-
cident in which the sea had retreated from before Alexander’s path. Now myth
makers colored their image of Alexander as they pleased. Some described Alex-
ander as having had godly powers, but Zoroastrian priests demonized Alexander.
They were jealous of foreign creeds and, reeling from the damage that Alexander
had done to the prestige of their religion, they began a legend that described him
as one of the worst sinners in history, as having slain many Persian teachers and
lawyers and as having quenched many sacred fires. Some others in Persia would
describe Alexander as a member of Persia’s royal family — the Achaemenids: In
Egypt, Alexander would become known as the son of the last pharaoh, Nectane-
bus. Arabs would come to know him as Iskander and would tell fanciful stories
about him. And in Ethiopia, Christians would describe his father, Philip, as a
Christian martyr, and they would describe Alexander as an ascetic saint.
Incontestably, he was one of the greatest generals of all time and one of the most
powerful personalities of antiquity.

T  Discuss the questions:

a The lliad by Homer profoundly inspired Alexander. He carried a copy of The
lliad with him into every battle and tried to live by its theme of “might tem-
pered by mercy.” Discuss what this theme means. Give examples of other
events in history or current events when might was — or should have been —
tempered by mercy.

b  Alexander was relatively young for a leader of such huge power and influ-
ence. Could a leader of his age be successful today? Can you name a young
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leader in the military or in other areas? Would people take him seriously?
Explain why.

Once Alexander conquered Egypt, he was crowned pharaoh and regarded as
a divine leader, descended from the gods. Research other leaders, past and
present, who have been regarded as divine, and evaluate the impact such a
belief has had on these rulers and their people.

The number of leaders in the world history who have been called “the Great”
is very small. What unique qualities in Alexander’s personality and heritage
contributed to his “greatness” and popularity? Discuss the status of leader-
ship in today’s world. Do we have a similar or different definition of “great-
ness” for today’s leaders?

During his 20,000-mile campaign, Alexander spread Greek culture through-
out his conquests. Explain the strategy and methods he used to accomplish
this, and evaluate the lasting effect of his efforts.

One significant by-product of Alexander’s reign was the establishment of
Greek as a universal language throughout the empire. Historians say that a
single, universally spoken language helped to simplify commerce, educa-
tion, and daily communication in the vast empire Alexander created. In the
20th century, people often disagree over whether a single national language
is still a beneficial concept in modern countries. Debate the advantages and
disadvantages of having a national language today.

Write an essay in which you detail the qualities that made Alexander a
successful statesman. What qualities are needed in statesmen or world
leaders today?

ASIA MINOR

Alexander set out in spring 334, after having had to re-settle affairs in Greece
and Macedonia after his father’s murder. One of the many puzzles about Al-
exander is whether he intended from the beginning to conquer the world. We
know that he brought with him artists, geographers, historians, botanists,
geologists and other scientists — something quite beyond the normal scope
of a military expedition.

Ever the politician, his first act was to visit Troy — the site of the great victory
of the Greeks over Asia. The visit was also due to personal interest, for he
greatly admired Homer and the heroes of the Trojan War. It was a brilliant
propaganda gesture, and he followed it with astute diplomacy. As he
marched down the lonian coast, he liberated the Greek cities, restoring de-
mocracy, rather than conquering them. By posing as a liberator and savior,
he won allies and gained many recruits here.
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The Persian satrap was unable to stop him at the first major battle at the
Granicus River. This battle was in some ways the most important of Alexan-
der’s career, though others are more famous. It was important because it
was his first real battle in Asia; it was really rather a mad gamble, one that
his generals argued he should not have made. But the circumstances of the
battle reveals not only his courage and confidence, but also his fine political
sense and In enormous good fortune.

After his victory, Alexander rolled through Asia Minor, detouring to Gordium
to meet up with his general Parmenio. Gordium was a town in Galatia, the
ancient capital of the Phrygians. In the town was a wagon tied to a post. It
was a very ordinary post and a very ordinary wagon with one exception: the
yoke was fastened to the pole with a complex of knots so thoroughly tangled
that it was impossible to unravel. The legend was that anyone who could
loose the knot would be the conqueror of Asia.

Alexander the Great naturally had to try his hand at this fabled knot, since he
was in town anyway. He had announced his intention of conquering Asia,
and to leave Gordium without testing the knot was unthinkable. So, he and
some of his men, and a large crowd of locals, all made their way to the acro-
polis and the wagon.

The Gordian Knot was an especially difficult one in that there were no loose
ends showing. Alexander tried for a while but was completely stumped. His
attendants were concerned, for failure here would make poor propaganda.
At last, Alexander cried out “What difference does it make how | loose it?” He
pulled out his sword and cut the knot through. Thus did Alexander reveal
that he was the one prophesied! It was a lovely play on words, for the Greek
word was luein, which can mean “untie” but can also mean “sunder” or “re-
solve”.

From that story of Alexander came a phrase that is still used occasionally. To
“cut the Gordian knot” means to slice through a problem that appears hope-
lessly complex by some simply, bold stroke.

But the true test would come when he faced not a provincial but an imperial
Persian army.
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NIOJIATOK

Abdera

Alexander of Macedonia

Anaxagoras
Antipater
Antiphon

Apollo
Apollodorus
Archelaus
Aristophanes
Aristotle
Artaxerxes
Asia Minor
Athenians
Athens
Attica
Byzantium
Callicles
Carthage
Chalcedon
Christian
Cicero
Corinth
Crete

Cyrus
Dardanelles
Darius
Delphi
Demosthenes

Diogenes Laértius

Dion
Dionysius
Egypt

Elis
Epaminondas
Epicureans
Epirus

PROPER AND GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES

[eeb'ders]
[eeligz'a:nda ov maesi'dounio]
[ enak'seegoras]
[, en'tipato]
[,@entifon]
[o'polou]

[, @epala'doras]
[a:ki'leias]
[eeris'tofoni:z]
[eeris'tot]]

[ a:tog'za:ksi:z]

[ €ifo 'maina]
[0'Oinionz]
['eeOonz]

['eetika]
[bi'zeentiom]
['keeliklz]
['ka:0id3]
[keel'sedon]
['kristfon], ['kristion]
['sisrou]

['korin©O]

[krit]

[ sairas]
[da:d'nelz]
[do'raias]

[ delfi]
[,[do'mosOani:z]
[dai'odzini:z lei'otfos]
[ daion]

[ daio'nisios]
['i:dsipt]

[i:lis]
[o,pmino:ndas]
[ epikjuo'ri:onz]
[e'pairas]

PAGE 96



Er

Euclides
Europe
Galatia
Gordian
Gorgias
Granicus
Greece
Halicarnassus
Hellenic
Hellespont
Hermes
Herodotus
Hiero
Hippias
Homer
lonia
lonian
Italy

lulis

Latin
Leontini
Leuctra
Lyceum
Lysander
Macedonian
Mantinea
Marathon
Miletus
Olympia
Olympias
Olynthus
Parmenio
Peloponnes
Peloponnesian
Pericles
Peripatetic
Persia
Persian
Persians
Pharos
Phidias
Philip

[o:]

[juklidos]
[juarap]
[ga'leifia]
['go:dion]
['go:dzios]
[gro'naikas]
[gri:s]

[ heelika: neaesas]

[he'lenik], [he'li:nik]

['helispont]
['ho:mi:z]
[ho'ro:datas]
['haiorou]
['hipias]
['houms]
[ai'ounio]
[ai'ounion]
[itali]
[,ai'ulis]
[leetin]

[ lion'ti:ni]
[Tu:ktrs]
[lai'si:om]
[lai'seenda]

[ maesi'dounion]
[ maenti'ni:o|
['maeraOn]|
[mi'li:tos]
[o'limpis]
[o'limpias]
[ou'linOas]
[pa:'miniou]
[, pelopan'iss]
[, pelopan'i;fon]
['perikli:z]

[ peripa'tetik]
['paifs]
['pafon]
['pafonz]
['faeras]
['fidios]
[filip]
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Philippic
Phocis
Phrygia
Pindar
Plataea
Plato
Platonism
Plutarch
Prodicus
Protagoras
Pythagorean
Roman
Samos
Sicily
Socrates
Sparta
Spartans
Stoic
Syracusan
Syracuse
Theaetetus
Theban
Thebes
Themistocles
Thomas Aquinas
Thrace
Thracian
Thrasymachus
Thucydides
Thurii

Troy

Trojan
Xanthippe
Xenophon
Zeus

[fi'lipik]
['fousis]
['fridzio]
['pinda]
[pla'tiza]
['pleitou]
['pleito,nizom]
['plu:ta:k]
['prodikas]
[prou'teegoras]
[paiOaega'ri:on]
['roumon]
['seimos]
['sisili]
['sokrati:z]
['spa:ta]
['spa:tonz]
['stouik]

[ saiora'’kju:zon]|
[ saioro'’kju:z]
[Oi'eitatas]
['Oibon]
['Oi:bz]
[Bi'mistokli:z]
['tomas o'kwainas]
['Oreis]
['Oreifion]
[Ore'zimokas]
[Gju'sididi:z]
['Gjuriai]

[troi]
['troudzon]
[zeen'Oipi]
['zenafon]
[zju:s]
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