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Introduction
Atrial fibrillation (AF) is the most common arrhythmia in

general population and its prevalence markedly increases
with age [9]. While the prevalence of AF is less than 1% at
age below 60 years, about 10% at age 80 years or older suffer
from this arrhythmia [8]. AF can be both the consequence
and the cause of heart failure (HF) [11]. The prevalence of
AF rises from 10 to 40% with the increase of HF New York
Heart Association (NYHA) functional class (FC) from I to
IV [11]. AF is associated with increased risk of
thromboembolism, stroke and overall mortality [12]. 

Changes in the QRS complex duration (QRSD) either by
shortening or prolongation may cause myocardial electrical
vulnerability and fatal ventricular arrhythmia [7], intra�
and/or interventricular dyssynchrony [2, 13], myocardial
remodeling, intracardiac hemodynamics disturbances [5],
decrease of the cardiac output and are the independent
predictors of higher mortality [6, 10].

Despite the suspected significance of the problem of the
QRSD in AF, it remains poorly studied. Evidence from [3]
suggests that presence of left bundle�branch block (LBBB)
and AF in patients with congestive HF is associated with a
significant increase in mortality. According to [8], a
progressive increase in QRSD is a predictor of poor prognosis
in AF patients with preserved LV function. 

The relationship between the QRSD and intraventricular
blocks in AF patients has not yet been reported.

The aim of our work is to study the relationship between
the QRSD and clinical manifestation of AF to develop

suggestions for improvement of the quality of its diagnosis
and treatment. 

Materials and methods 
A total of 126 patients (84 men) mean age (65±10) with AF

were included in the study. Among them, permanent AF was
diagnosed in 81 patients, persistent AF in 34 and paroxysmal
AF in 11 patients. Average duration of AF at the moment of
examination was (6±5) years. Arterial hypertension (AH) was
diagnosed in 107, coronary artery disease (CAD) in 78, heart
valve disease in 27 patients. Among these patients, 20 had
NYHA FC I, 58 had FC II and 45 had FC III symptoms. 

Patients with stable angina pectoris IV class, acute
coronary syndrome and NYHA FC IV were excluded.

To study the relationship between clinical manifestation
of AF and QRSD, the following classes of QRSD were
singled out: shortened (less than 60 ms), normal (60–100 ms)
and prolonged (more than 100 ms) [1].

To diagnose AF, intraventricular blocks [1] and to measure
heart rate (HR) and QRSD, 12�lead electrocardiography
(ECG) was performed on a computer electrocardiograph
«Cardiolab+». All measurements were made in digital files on
computer screen. The QRSD was measured in leads II, V1,
V5 and V6 (three consecutive complexes), using the widest
QRS complex from the lead and registered complexes. The
QRSD was measured from the earliest onset in any lead to
the latest deflection in any lead. ECGs were evaluated by two
independent observers without knowledge of the clinical
status of the patient.
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ABSTRACT
Relationship between the QRS complex duration (QRSD) and clinical manifestation of atrial fibrillation
(AF) was studied in 126 patients mean age (65±10) years. 54% of patients had prolonged QRS complexes,
shortened QRS complexes were absent. The frequency of intraventricular blocks in patients with normal QRS
complex was 14% and with prolonged QRS complex 41%. Patients with prolonged QRS complex and
intraventricular blocks had more severe clinical manifestation of AF in the comparison with those who were
without such. QRS complex prolongation was more likely to be associated with senile age, male gender and
presence of paroxysmal and persistent AF. Prolonged QRS complex was positively related to left atrial
anteroposterior diameter, left ventricular (LV) end/diastolic diameter, LV posterior wall thickness, heart
failure and arterial hypertension severity, and negatively associated with LV ejection fraction and heart
rate.

Key words: 
QRS complex duration, normal QRS complex, prolonged QRS complex, intraventricular blocks, atrial
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Assessments of left ventricular (LV) ejection fraction (EF),
LV end�diastolic diameter (EDd), left atrial anteroposterior
diameter (LAAPd), LV posterior wall thickness (PWd) were
performed with a «SIM 5000 plus» echocardiograph («Esaote
Biomedica», Italy). The measurements were performed
according to the recommendations of the American Society of
Echocardiography. Measurements were repeated in three
separate cardiac cycles and then averaged together.

Systolic and diastolic blood pressure (BP) was measured
using device «Microlife BP AG1�20».

Data were analyzed using SРSS 15.0 for Windows.
Statistical analysis was performed using parametric methods
(mean – M and standard deviation – SD), qualitative
variables were described by the relative values (% and
deviation – σ). 

The following factors were included in the model: gender,
age, AF form, NYHA FC, BP degree, echocardiographic
variables (LV EF, LV EDd, LAAPd, LV PWd), and ECG
parameters (HR and QRSD). 

The patients were divided into subgroups depending on
the presence or absence of intraventricular blocks. To
determine the statistical differences between groups and
subgroups of patients we used the Student's t�test and (in the
absence of a normal distribution) –non�parametric Mann–
Whitney U�test. A P�value of <0.05 and <0.01 was
considered statistically significant.

Results
In study population the range of the QRSD is (65–190)

ms. Of these patients, 46% have normal QRS complex and
54% – prolonged QRS complex. Shortened QRS complexes
are not observed. The distribution of the QRSD is
asymmetrical with a shift towards shorter values: the
asymmetry of the distribution of the QRSD is (1,26), the
excess is (1,96).

In AF patients QRS complex is prolonged mainly due to
nonspecific intraventricular conduction delay in the range
(101–120) ms and due to intraventricular blockades in the
range (121–190) ms. With QRS complex prolongation, the
frequency of intraventricular blocks increases: in AF patients
with normal QRSD it does not exceed 17% and reaches 100%
in AF patients with QRSD more than 150 ms. Intraventri�
cular blocks in AF patients with normal QRSD are
represented mainly by right bundle branch blocks (RBBB)
and bifascicular blocks, in AF patients with prolonged QRS
complex – all types of intraventricular blocks. 

The clinical characteristics of patients are summarized in
Table 1. 

QRSD in men exceeds women's (p>0.05). Intraventri�
cular blocks occur almost in one�third of men and in one�
fourth of women. In women intraventricular blocks are
represented by RBBB and left fascicular semiblocks (LFH).
LBBB and bifascicular blocks are observed only in men.

With age QRS complex becomes longer (p<0.01) and the
frequency of intraventricular blocks increases. Isolated LFH
occur only in patients of mature age and elderly, and
bifascicular blocks are seen in senile patients. LBBB most
frequently occur in senile patients.

With HR increase, QRS complex is shortenened (p<0.01,
p<0.05). Intraventricular blocks most frequently occur in
bradysystolic AF and least frequently in tachysystolic AF. 

With NYHA FC increase, QRS complex becomes longer
(p>0.05) and the frequency of intraventricular blocks rises.

With AH severity increase, QRS complex becomes longer
(p>0.05) and the frequency of intraventricular blocks rises.
In patients with normal BP intraventricular blocks are
represented by RBBB and LFH, in patients with mild AH
mainly by LBBB, and in patients with moderate and severe
AH by all types of blocks.

The maximum QRSD (p>0.05) and the highest frequency
of intraventricular blocks are observed in paroxysmal and
persistent AF. RBBB prevail in permanent AF and LBBB in
paroxysmal and persistent AF.

With left LV EF decrease, QRS complex becomes longer
(p>0.05) and the frequency of intraventricular blocks
increases. LBBB prevail in patients with LV EF (20–42)%
and RBBB (43–88)%. 

With LV EDd increase, QRS complex becomes longer
(p>0.05). No significant differences concerning frequency of
intraventricular blocks are noted between the LV EDd
subgroups. In patients with LV EDd less than 55 ms
intraventricular blocks are represented mainly by RBBB, in
patients with LV EDd 55 ms and more by all types of blocks.

With LAAPd increase, QRS complex becomes longer
(p>0.05) and the frequency of intraventricular blocks
decreases.

As LV PWd decrease, QRS complex becomes longer
(p>0.05) and the frequency of intraventricular blocks
increases. In the first subgroup there are only RBBB and
fascicular blocks, the second subgroup is represented by all
types of intraventricular blocks.

Table 2 shows the comparative characteristics of AF
clinical manifestation in patients with prolonged QRS
complex with intraventricular blocks and without them. In
patients with intraventricular blocks QRSD (p<0.01), age
(p<0.01), HR (p>0.05), LV EF (p>0.05), EDd (p>0.05) and
LVPWd (p<0.05) are greater than in patients without blocks.
LAAPd in patients without intraventricular blocks is greater
(p>0.05) than in patients with blocks.

Discussion
In study population there are only normal and prolonged

QRS complexes. Absence of the shortened QRS complexes
confirms the data [4, 7] of their extremely rare occurrence.

We met only one published article, which examined the
frequency of intraventricular blocks (namely, the complete
LBBB) in AF patients [3]. The proportion of complete LBBB
in AF patients, which we obtained in our work [4, 7] is close
to the established by S. Baldasseronia [3].

We were unable to find any published articles concerning
relationship between the QRSD and intraventricular blocks
in AF patients.

With QRS complex prolongation, the frequency of
intraventricular blocks increases. The frequency of
intraventricular blocks in AF patients with normal QRSD is
14% and in AF patients with prolonged QRS complex 41%. 
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Table 1

Relationship between QRSD and clinical manifestation of AF
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According to the results of our study, patients with
prolonged QRS complex and intraventricular blocks have
more severe clinical manifestation of AF and the longer QRS
complex than the patients who did not have such blocks.

In our work, intraventricular blocks in AF patients are
more likely to be associated with male gender, bradysystolic
AF, paroxysmal and persistent AF. The frequency of
intraventricular blocks rises with age, increase of HF and AH
severity, decrease of LV EF and LAAPd, thickening of
LVPWd and prolongation of QRS complex.

It should be noted that LBBB and bifascicular blocks
versus other interventricular blocks in AF patients are
associated with more severe clinical manifestation of AF. These
results in general coincide with data [3, 10, 14] that LBBB is
associated with more advanced HF, lower LV function, poorer
prognosis and higher overall mortality in patients without AF.

Our results that prolonged QRS complex is associated
with senile age, male gender, more advanced HF and reduced
LV EF are, in general, consistent with previous studies [2,
10], which were obtained in patients without AF. 

Our findings concerning HR reduction with QRS complex
prolongation are the same as those that had established by
R. Childers et al. [4].

Our data that prolonged QRS complex is associated with
paroxysmal and persistent AF, and increased LAAPd, EDd
and LVPWd in AF patients are also new.

Conclusion
QRS complex prolongation is more likely to be associated

with senile age, male gender and presence of paroxysmal and
persistent AF. Prolonged QRS complex is positively related
to LAAPd, EDd, LVPWd, HF and AH severity, and inversely
associated with LV EF and HR. 

In the management of AF patients it is important to
consider the QRSD and the presence of interventricular
blocks. QRSD changes may reflect the effectiveness of
therapeutic interventions. 

Further investigations are advisable to study the
importance of the QRSD in clinical course and outcomes of
AF to improve the quality of its diagnosis and treatment.
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Table 2

Comparative characteristics of AF clinical manifestation in patients with prolonged QRS complex (М±sd)

* – p<0.05, ** – p<0.01 – in current values between subgroups depending on the presence or absence of intraventricular blocks.
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Продолжительность комплекса QRS у пациентов с фибрилляцией предсердий
И.Ю. Рыбальченко, Н.И. Яблучанский
РЕЗЮМЕ. Изучена зависимость продолжительности комплекса QRS от совокупности клинических
проявлений фибрилляции предсердий (ФП) у 126 пациентов в возрасте 65±10 лет. У 54%
пациентов имел место удлиненный комплекс QRS, укороченных комплексов QRS не наблюдалось.
Частота внутрижелудочковых блокад у пациентов с нормальным комплексом QRS составила 14%, с
удлиненным – 41%. У пациентов с удлиненным комплексом QRS и внутрижелудочковыми блокадами
имели место более тяжелые клинические признаки ФП, чем без блокад. С удлинением комплекса
QRS возрастали функциональный класс сердечной недостаточности, степень артериальной
гипертензии, переднезадний размер левого предсердия, конечно/диастолический диаметр и тол/
щина задней стенки левого желудочка (ЛЖ), снижались фракция выброса ЛЖ и частота сердечных
сокращений.
Ключевые слова: продолжительность комплекса QRS, нормальный комплекс QRS, удлиненный
комплекс QRS, внутрижелудочковые блокады, фибрилляция предсердий.

Тривалість комплексу QRS у пацієнтів з фібриляцією передсердь
І.Ю. Рибальченко, М.І. Яблучанський
РЕЗЮМЕ. Досліджено залежність тривалості комплексу QRS від сукупності клінічних ознак
фібриляції передсердь (ФП) у 126 пацієнтів віком 65±10 років. У 54% пацієнтів був подовжений
комплекс QRS, вкорочених комплексів QRS не спостерігали. Частота внутрішньошлуночкових блокад
у пацієнтів з нормальним комплексом QRS склала 14%, з подовженим – 41%. У пацієнтів з
подовженим комплексом QRS та внутрішньошлуночковими блокадами були більш важкі клінічні
ознаки ФП, ніж без блокад. З подовженням комплексу QRS збільшувалися функціональний клас
серцевої недостатності, ступінь артеріальної гіпертензії, передньозадній розмір лівого передсердя,
кінцево/діастолічний діаметр й товщина задньої стінки лівого шлуночка (ЛШ), знижувалися фрак/
ція викиду ЛШ й частота серцевих скорочень.
Ключові слова: тривалість комплексу QRS, нормальний комплекс QRS, подовжений комплекс QRS,
внутрішньошлуночкові блокади, фібриляція передсердь.
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Жажда, как симптом?
Пожилые пациенты с сердечной не�

достаточностью (СН) могут страдать
от жажды, несмотря на то, что в
пожилом возрасте ухудшается способ�
ность ощущать жажду. Настоящее
исследование было предпринято для
сравнения интенсивности ощущения
жажды у пациентов с и без СН и оцен�
ки, как этот симптом связан с качест�
вом жизни и показателями баланса
жидкости. Сорок восемь пациентов

(средний возраст – 80 лет) были гос�
питализированы с ухудшением СН
(n=23) или с другими острыми заболе�
ваниями (n=25). Интенсивность жаж�
ды градуировали и сравнивали с ка�
чеством жизни (КЖ). В моче измеря�
ли содержание электролитов, в част�
ности натрия, а также оценивали цвет
мочи. Пациенты с СН сообщили о
значительно более интенсивной жаж�
де по сравнению с контрольной груп�
пой. Существовала не статистически

значимая взаимосвязь между жаждой
и КЖ, которая была низкой в целом.
Натрий сыворотки и цвет мочи не от�
личались между группами, но в моче
пациентов с СН отмечалась низкая
концентрация натрия и осмолярность. 

Мы заключаем, что у пожилых
пациентов с ухудшением СН значи�
тельно усиливается жажда и, следова�
тельно, интенсивную жажду следует
рассматривать как симптом сердеч�
ной недостаточности.
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